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HIGHLIGHTS: EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS BOOSTED
IN AUGUST 2022, IMPROVING TRADE BALANCE
Both EU agri-food exports and imports climbed in August, in value terms. EU monthly trade flows reached
their highest point for 2022, at EUR 35 billion. EU trade balance in August slightly improved compared to
July, at EUR 5.6 billion, and is also the highest value in 2022.
EU exports reached EUR 20.3 billion in August 2022. This corresponds to a 6% increase compared to July
2022. Compared to August 2021, this is still 27% higher even if prices started to go up already at this period
of 2021 for certain commodities. With the fresh 2022 harvest of wheat, EU export values increased
significantly in particular to MENA region (+40% compared to August 2021) and sub-Saharan Africa (+80%).
EU imports expanded and reached EUR 14.7 billion in August 2022, a 3% increase compared to the
previous month. EU maize imports have particularly increased in August 2022, following hot and dry
conditions in the EU and reached 2.8 million t, mainly coming from Brazil and Ukraine.
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EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS
EU EXPORTS TO MENA REGION CONTINUE
TO INCREASE

DYNAMIC
EXPORTS
OF
PREPARATIONS AND WHEAT

In August 2022, EU agri-food exports increased (by
6% month-to-month) in value terms. The most
important trade partners in August were the United
Kingdom, the US and China. While monthly export
value to the US remained stable, EU exports to China
decreased (-3%) and the exports to the UK increased
(+2%).

The biggest export values in August were for cereal
preparations (EUR 1.7 billion), wheat (EUR 1.6 billion)
and wine (EUR 1.4 billion).
EU exports of cereal preparations are going primarily
to the United Kingdom, China and the United States.
These countries represent close to 55% of the EU
exports in cereals preparations. The EU also exports
large amounts to the MENA region (11% of total
volumes exported) and to sub-Saharan Africa (6%).

EU top export products to the US in August were
wine (17% of EU agri-food exports, in value), spirits
and liqueurs (15%) and cereal preparations (9%). In
August, EU wine exports slightly recessed (-EUR 48.9
million compared to July), while spirits and liqueurs
and cereal preparations increased by EUR 11.4
million and EUR 5 million, respectively.

Large shares of EU wheat exports are going to the
MENA region and to sub-Saharan Africa. In August
only, 2 million tons of wheat reached the MENA
region (48% of total EU wheat exports) and 1.5
million tons arrived in sub-Saharan Africa (34% of
total EU wheat exports).

Regarding trade with China in August 2022, the EU
mainly exported pigmeat (mostly frozen meat and
offal), cereal preparations and dairy products.
Despite the general decline in 2022, exports of
pigmeat in August reached EUR 321 million (EUR
293 million in August 2021).

EU wine exports reached EUR 1.4 billion in August
(-EUR 177 million compared to exports in July).
Trade in August declined to almost all destinations
month-to-month, but was still above the trade in
August 2021 (+13%). Since the beginning of the
year 2022, the EU exported EUR 11.4 billion of wine.
North America is by far the largest importing region,
totalling 36% of total EU exports. European
neighbours of the EU (United Kingdom, Switzerland
and Norway) account for 27% of EU exports.

Trade developments in January-August 2022
Compared to the same period in 2021, the most
significant increases of EU exports were recorded for
the UK (+EUR 4.4 billion), US (+EUR 3.4 billion) and
Morocco (+EUR 1.2 billion). In total, the EU exported
EUR 148 billion of agri-food products from January
to August 2022. This corresponds to 75% of the
value of total 2021 exports.
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EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS
SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE OF IMPORTS
FROM UKRAINE
EU imports from Türkiye increased by 13% in the
period January-August 2022 compared to previous
year (in value terms). The biggest increase has
been for tomatoes (+EUR 51 million), cereals
preparations (+EUR 32 million) and plant fibres
(+EUR 26 million). In volumes terms, wheat
imports almost doubled while citrus, nuts and
juices have significantly increased as well.

EU imports increased by 3% in August 2022
compared to previous month and reached EUR
14.7 billion. The EU mainly imported from Brazil
(EUR 1.9 billion), the United Kingdom (EUR 1.3
billion) and Ukraine (EUR 1.1 billion).
EU imports from Ukraine increased by 19% in
August compared to July, mainly due to increased
imports of rapeseed (+469%) and wheat (+246%)
in value terms. This was largely due to an increase
in volumes imported in the EU (+300 thousand t of
rapeseed and +112 thousand t of wheat). On the
contrary, EU imports of sunflower seeds declined
by 42% while sunflower oil imports increased
mildly (+2%), suggesting a lower crushing margin
over the month.

EU MAIZE IMPORTS BOOMED IN AUGUST
EU maize imports rose significantly in August. In
volume terms, imports increased by 77% monthto-month to reach 2.8 million t. This increase is
primarily due to the reduction of EU domestic
production due to the drought all across the
continent. The EU mainly imported from Brazil,
Ukraine and Serbia, but also from the UK and
Russia.

Imports from Brazil remained stable in August
compared to July, in value terms. This is due to a
sharp increase of maize and raw sugar imports
(+144% and +249%, respectively), contrasted by a
decrease for soya beans and juices (-58% and 16%, respectively).

For oilseed products, the EU imported slightly
less volumes of rapeseed in August compared to
July, but with a significant increase of imports
from Ukraine (and less from Australia and
Canada). The EU imported significantly less
sunflower (-41%) as well as less soya beans
(-40%). Regarding oilseed meals, the EU imported
in August more rapeseed and soya meals but
slightly less sunflower meal.

Trade developments in January-August 2022
Total EU imports from January to August 2022
reached EUR 110.9 billion, corresponding to 85%
of the annual imports in 2021. The biggest
increase has been registered for Brazil (+EUR 4
billion), Ukraine (+EUR 2.8 billion) and the UK
(+EUR 2.5 billion).
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FOCUS
EU trade with India in 2021 and in January-July 2022
India is one of the largest trade partner for EU. The EU and India, following the common strategy to
deepen cooperation1, have been continuing expanding their trade in agri-food market, aiming to gain
sustainability in trading and economies. Global food security crisis was one of the issue India decided
to tackle by promoting new ways of nutrition and intensive support of grain cultivation such as millets.
EU-INDIA agri-food trade state of play in 2021
The EU is a net importer in agri-food vis-à-vis India. In 2021, the most exported goods to India were
plant fibers (EUR 96 million). Dairy products (mainly lactose) and fruit and nuts (mostly apple and
pears) completed the top three with EUR 66 million and EUR 63 million. On the import side, the most
imported products are coffee, tea, cocoa and spices (EUR 521 million). Rice is also a significant
product imported from India (EUR 166 million) as well as raw tobacco (EUR 161 million). In 2021, soya
meal imports were significantly up in value terms (EUR 324 million, +685% compared to 2020).

Trade in January-August 2022
EU Exports. During the first 8 months in 2022, EU exports to India increased substantially compared
to 2021 – from EUR 500 million to EUR 761 million. In January-August 2022, the highest export
values were vegetable oils (+EUR 83.5 million). The EU supplied to India 63 thousand tons of oils,
which is almost four times higher than in 2021. Particularly, the EU exported soya oil (30 thousand
tons) and sunflower oil (33 thousand tons). On the contrary, there was a significant drop in the
amount of cereals exported to India in 2022 (-10 thousand tons).
EU Imports. During this period in 2022, imports depicted an increasing trend between the EU and
India (from EUR 2 billion to EUR 2.5 billion). This was mainly due to an increased import value for
coffee (+EUR 123 million, with increased import volumes), margarine and other oils (+EUR 82 million)
and mixed food preparations (+EUR 61 million). On the contrary, the import of soya cakes (-367
thousand tons) and soya seeds (-6 thousand tons) have dropped in this period in 2022. The decrease
in EU imports of non-edible products particularly plant fibres (e.g. cotton, jute plants) is significant
(-16.7 thousand tons) as well, though the value of its import has peaked from EUR 89.5 million to EUR
131.1 million.
1.European Commission, Directorate-General for International Cooperation and Development, EU strategy on India, Publications Office, 2019, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2841/43152
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TABLE 1
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR)

TABLE 2
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR)
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TABLE 3
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR)

TABLE 4
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR)
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TABLE 5
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR)

TABLE 6
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR)
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TABLE 7
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR)

TABLE 8
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR)

10

TABLE 9
AGRI-FOOD TRADE BALANCE (MILLION EUR)
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