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HIGHLIGHTS: MONTHLY DATA FOR JUNE 2022
SHOW AN INCREASED TRADE BALANCE
EU exports in June remained elevated but imports slowed down. This resulted in an improved trade balance
at EUR 5.1 billion, which is a significant increase compared to the previous month of May (+33%).
EU exports stayed high at EUR 19.5 billion. This is a small increase compared to May (+1%), but still 19.5%
higher compared to June last year. Exports to sub-saharan Africa increased the most month-to-month (+EUR
121 million) which is due not only to a price effect but also increased volumes of commodities (notably
wheat) to the continent.
EU imports reached EUR 14.5 billion in June 2022, a -7% decrease compared to the previous month, but
still a +31% increase compared to June 2021. This monthly decrease is notably due to a decrease in EU
monthly imports from Brazil and the US, which are still well above the imports of June 2021.

EU27: Trade of Agri-food products (million EUR)
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EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS
INCREASE

IN EU EXPORTED VOLUMES IN
BOOSTED TOTAL VALUE OF EXPORTS

JUNE

In June 2022, EU agri-food exports increased by 1%
month-to-month, to reach EUR 19.5 billion. Even
though international commodity prices remained at
historical heights back in June, they slightly
decreased compared to the previous month of May.
This is particularly the case for cereals, dairy
products and oilseeds for which quantity exported
increased while prices decreased month-to-month.
EU agri-food exports to sub-saharan Africa
continued to increase in June. Particularly, EU
exported volumes of cereals in June were 80%
higher compared to the last three-year average
(June 2019, June 2020 and June 2021). This is due,
in particular, to an increase in EU wheat exported
volumes, +82%.
EU exports to Ukraine were 25% higher in June
compared to June 2021 and reached EUR 275
million. Notably, EU vegetables and pigmeat exports
to Ukraine continued to be the most dynamic in
June. Export volumes in June were 557% and 112%
higher than last year.
Trade developments in January-June 2022
EU exports have been increasing the most to the UK,
the US and Morocco during the first semester (S1)
2022 compared to S1 2021.
EU exports to Morocco increased by 57% in the
period (+EUR 728 million) while exports to the whole
MENA region has increased substantially. This is
also due to an increase in quantity exported of,
among others, cereals (+1 million tons exported

compared to S1 2021, half of which being wheat),
sunflower seeds (+135%), fruits and nuts (+11%)
and vegetables (+29%).
EU exports to the UK were 19% higher in the S1
2022 compared to 2021. This was led by a sharp
increase in cereals preparations (+23%, +EUR 478
million year-to-year), mostly due to an increase in
the unit import price (+14%) but also volume
increase (+8%).
EU exports to China are still on the low levels with a
27% decrease year-to-year.

MORE

WHEAT, SUNFLOWER AND FRESH DAIRY
PRODUCTS EXPORTED IN JUNE
In June 2022, the EU exported more volumes
compared to May 2022. Indeed, consolidated data
show that the EU exported +16% more cereals than
in May (+74% compared to June 2021). Wheat
exported volumes increased by 7% and were also
137% higher than exports in June 2021. Exports of
oilseeds and protein crops were also 13% higher
(still in volumes) than in May and 49% higher than
in June 2021. This was not the case for soya beans
and rapeseed for which exported volumes decreased
while unit value in the international market
continued to rise.
For animal products, EU exports of beef and veal,
dairy and sheep and goat exports increased. Exports
of poultry slightly declined. Except for sheep and
goat, unit export value for the other animal products
dropped compared to May 2022.
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EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS
LESS

QUANTITY IMPORTED IN JUNE LED TO A
SLIGHT DECLINE OF EU IMPORT BILL

EU imports from Brazil have been 46% above last
year. This is not only a consequence of high
international commodity prices but also an
increase in volumes imported from this country.
This has been particularly the case for maize
(+605 thousand tons compared to S1 2021), soya
meals (+390 thousand tons). Raw sugar imports
have also been on the rise (+101 thousand tons).

After the peak in EU imports in May, imports
declined in June to EUR 14.5 billion (-7%). Imports
from Brazil, the US and Indonesia decreased
month-to-month. At the same time, EU imports
from Ukraine increased substantially (+EUR 218
million, +33%).

EU imports in S1 2022 increased as well from
south-east Asia, particularly from Indonesia,
Vietnam and Malaysia. Total EU imports from
these three countries increased by 35% compared
to S1 2021, an additional EUR 1.6 billion. This is
mainly coming from imports of organic chemicals
and coffee.

EU imports from Brazil decreased by 21% in June
compared to May, mainly due to less imported
volumes. The EU imported significantly less cereals
(-60% month-to-month) and oilseeds (-31%) which
resulted in a decrease of the import bill of EUR 58
million and EUR 390 million respectively. On the
contrary, EU imports increased for beef and
poultry (both a volume and price effect).

DECLINE IN IMPORTS OF
INTO THE EU IN JUNE

Following the implementation of the Solidarity
Lanes in May and the temporary trade
liberalisation in June, EU agri-food imports from
Ukraine increased in the month of June. This was
particularly the case for oilseeds (+EUR 92 million)
and oils (+EUR 90 million). Imports of poultry was
the third biggest increase (+EUR 17 million),
followed by cereals (+EUR 11 million). For these
products, this was mainly a quantity-driven
increase.

OILSEEDS AND CEREALS

In June 2022, the EU import bill decreased
compared to May 2022 mainly thanks to a decline
in cereals and oilseeds imports (-EUR 304 million
and –EUR 442 million, respectively). Fruit and
vegetables imports also declined (by –EUR 206
million). This is solely a quantity-driven effect.
Over the first semester 2022, EU imports
increased across the board. This has been due, in
particular, to the increase in international prices.
The strongest increase has occurred in horticulture
(+56% in import unit value), vegetable oils, as well
as margarine, oils and fats (+51%).

Trade developments in January-June 2022
Looking at the first semester of 2022, the EU has
imported EUR 82 billion of agri-food products. It is
EUR 19 billion above the first semester (S1) 2021,
or 32%.
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FOCUS
Ukraine – EU trade flows until June 2022
During the first semester of 2022, the EU agri-trade flows with Ukraine increased
by 36% compared to last year, to reach EUR 5.8 billion. The increase has been led by
the rise in international prices but also the volumes traded between the EU and Ukraine.
EU imports from Ukraine increased by 61% in first semester (S1) 2022, compared
to S1 last year. Total EU imports reached EUR 4.4 billion. The biggest increases have
been coming from vegetable oils (+EUR 522 million), cereals (+497 million) and oilseeds
and protein crops (+EUR 471 million). Despite the rise in international commodity
prices, these increases in values have been accompanied by an increase in volumes
as well. EU imported 942 thousand tons of vegetable oils (+23% compared to last year),
5.3 million tons of cereals (+19%) and 1.6 million tons of oilseeds (+34%).
In June, following the implementation of the EU solidarity lanes initiative in May and
the temporary trade liberalisation early June, the most significant increase month-tomonth was reported for sunflower seeds (+69% in value terms, +69% in volumes)
and oilseeds (+50% in value, +48% in volumes). Poultry imports into the EU also rose
in June month-to-month by 48% in value terms and +50% in volumes (and also 129%
higher than the June average in the past three years).
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EU exports to Ukraine decreased by 10% compared to semester 2021, in value terms.
Total value of exports reached EUR 1.3 billion. Exports of sugar and isoglucose (-75% in
value terms) and olives and olive oil (-60%) were the biggest decline. This had been
mainly due to a reduction in volumes exported (respectively, -80% and -66%). The
sector that has been also impacted is sheep and goat (-99% in both value and volume
terms).
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TABLE 1
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR)

TABLE 2
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR)
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TABLE 3
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR)

TABLE 4
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR)
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TABLE 5
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR)

TABLE 6
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR)
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TABLE 7
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR)

TABLE 8
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR)
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TABLE 9
AGRI-FOOD TRADE BALANCE (MILLION EUR)
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