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Structure of the EU 2020 Biodiversity Strategy

2050 VISION

2020 headline target

halt biodiversity loss — restore ecosystem services — global contribution

SIX TARGETS

addresstig.mail driverd'of biogiversity
loss and aiming to reduce key pressures
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specific, partly time= bound measures




The EU policy context

European

Target 2
maintain and restore

ecosystems and their services

Objective: By 2020, maintain and enhance
ecosystems and their services, within and
beyond protected areas, by:

eImproving knowledge of Ecosystems and
their services in EU (Action 5)

eRestoring at least 15% of degraded
ecosystems (Action 6a)

eEstablishing ‘Green Infrastructure’
throughout the EU (Action 6b)

eEnsure no net loss of biodiversity and ES
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Action 6b: The EU’s Green
Infrastructure Strategy

> Policy context: EU Biodiversity strategy to 2020; 7t

EAP (1st priority "to protect, conserve and enhance the Union’s
natural capital™)

» The EU GI Strategy (2013) is made up of four main
elements:

.  Promoting Green Infrastructure in main EU policy
areas

. Supporting EU-level Gl projects
lll. Improving access to finance for Gl projects
V. Improving information and promoting innovation

;l.nfrastructure it



What is Green Infrastructure

» A strateqically planned network of natural
and semi-natural areas with other
environmental features designed and
managed to deliver wide range of ecosystem
services (in terrestrial, aquatic, coastal &
marine environments)

»The structure enabling healthy ecosystems to
deliver their multiple, valuable, economically
Important goods and services to people, such as:
clean water and air, carbon storage, pollination etc.,
mitigation and adaptation to climate change

Spatial and
functional structure
delivering nature
benefits to people




I) Promoting Green Infrastructure through EU’s
main policy areas: ex: Urban GI

e Urban GI provides multiple solutions in cost-effective
way

e EU develops knowledge on urban GI: already
proposes flexible indicator framework to support
assessment of urban ecosystems condition and their

services in cities across the EU:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/knowledge/ecosystem assessme
nt/pdf/102.pdf

e Next phase: testing further the
methodology with more cities across
the EU (2017-18): 'EnRoute’ project



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/knowledge/ecosystem_assessment/pdf/102.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/knowledge/ecosystem_assessment/pdf/102.pdf

2) Supporting EU-level
GI projects

eAction Plan for nature, people
and the economy COM(2017) 198
final

e 4 priority areas of Action (2017-2019) Major rivers and

» Improving guidance and knowledge and ensuring  transboundary mountain
. . . n
better coherence with broader socio-economic gn%?jaigi ?Orv'Eoljﬁevd GI
objectives projects.

g . ; : N2000: Backbone of a
e Building political ownership and strengthening possible future EU-level GI

compliance network.

e Strengthening investment in Natura 2000 and The Green Belt Initiative :

: . . . . . very good regional
improving synergies with EU funding instruments -~ 12" 2t 2 Gl

network should achieve at

e Better communication and outreach, engaging wider EU scale

citizens, stakeholders and communities




Action 12: Provide guidance to support the
deployment of GI for better connectivity of
N2000 Network

e Nature Fitness Check: N2000 alone cannot deliver

Directives' objectives. GI measures needed, incl. to
ensure coherence of N2000 network, whilst delivering
multiple benefits through enhanced ecosystem
services

e COM to develop guidance for further supporting EU-
level Green Infrastructure projects that contribute
to the goals of the Nature Directives, so as to enhance
the delivery of essential ecosystem services
throughout EU territory (by mid-2018).




4 Improvingﬁformation and
promoting innovation (1)

To Improve the knowledge of ecosystems and their services in
EU: Action 5 of the Biodiversity Strategy

Member States, with assistance of the Commission, are required to
map and assess state of ecosystems and their services in their
national territory by 2014, assess economic value of such services, and
promote integration of these values into accounting and reporting
systems at EU and national level by 2020.
http://biodiversity.europa.eu/maes



http://biodiversity.europa.eu/maes
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4) Improving information and
promoting innovation (2)

'The Commission will also assess the contribution

technical standards, particularly in relation to
physical building blocks and procedures, could make
to ‘growing the market’ for GI-friendly products.




More info on DG ENV & BISE webpages

EU Biodiversity Policy

EU Nature Legisaton

Natura 2000 Network

Species protection

Green nfrastructure

Ivasive Alien Species

Cimate Change

Partrershps

Knowledge Base
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What is Green Infrastructure?

reen l st f natural and al areas but
‘also other environmental features which enable ctizens to benefit from its multiple senvices. The
underfying principle of Green Infrastructure is that the same area of land can frequently offer
multiple benefits t heakhy state. Green Infr tments are
generally characterzed by 2 high level of retum over time, provide job opportunities, and can be
a cost-effective akemative or be complementary to ‘grey’ infrastructure and intensive land use
change. It serves the nterests of both peaple and nature.
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‘The Commission has produced a brochure explaining the main issues of Green Infrastructure. More detailed
background on Green Infrastructure, including refevant studies with best practice examples, can be found here.
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For ilustratons of the Green Infiastructure concest clck hee.

An EU-wide strategy on Green Infrastructure: Enhancing Europe's Natural Capital

The Commission has adopted a Green Infrastructure Strategy, ‘to promote the deoloyment of green infrastructure in the
EUin urban and rural areas’,
+ Communication from the Commission: Green Infrastructure (GI) (COM(2013) 249 final)
Accompanying document:
o Commission staff working paper: Technical information (SEC(2013)155 finall
o Press relea
o Video News Release

EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020
Our life insurance, our natural capital
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/ecosystems/index en.htm

http://biodiversity.europa.eu/bise-catalogue > Green Infrastructure
http://www.nwrm.eu



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/ecosystems/index_en.htm
http://www.nwrm.eu/
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- Thank you for your attention
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