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Role of certification in support of transition to 
sustainable food systems 
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Accreditation of third-party certification bodies : 
A well-functioning mechanism

European cooperation for Accreditation

National Accreditation Bodies
(COFRAC, DAKKS, BELAC, ACCREDIA…)

Certification Bodies
(Bureau Veritas, Control Union, ECOCERT, KIWA, SGS, 

TÜV…)

Client

Independence + Impartiality + 
Competency

Client

Member of the International Accreditation
Forum which sets the global framework for 
mutual recognition of accreditation bodies 

ISO 17011

ISO 17065
ISO 17021…

Schemes

CompanyCompanyCompany Company
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Assessment



Within the framework of the EU Regulation 2018/848

EU Commission

Member state Competent
Authority

Accredited Certification 
Bodies

National 
Accreditation

Bodies

Approval

(EU)2018/848Organic farming

France Germany



Ex-ante mechanism & market surveillance
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of conformity

Certification 
cycle

Market surveillance by National competent
authorities

Within the certification cycle, the 
CB monitors the annual renewal

of the certification 
Certification Body



Certification/Verification methodologies : accessibility
and adaptation to every type of traders

Very Small companies: 23%

Small and Medium companies: 46%

Medium-sized companies: 15%

Large companies: 16%

Example of a balanced portfolio

Risk analysis approach

Type of evaluation (on-site, remote, documentary…) 

Frequency of evaluation

Sampling methodology

Tailored rates and methodology: 

A mean for structuring the implementation of sustainable practices 
A way to compete fairly
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Organic is the best-known label in Europe…

Europeans, Agriculture and 
the CAP, Eurobarometer 2022

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2665
https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2665


…and remains a guarantee of quality

• Almost ¾ of Europeans
believe that organic
products are of better
quality than other food
products (74%)

• And 81% of them think that
organic products are 
produced with better
environmental practices 
than other food products.
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