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Single CMO (Common Organisation of Markets) Article 78 and Annex VII Part III Regulation 

(EU) No 1308/2013  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

30 years of Protection of Dairy Terms in the EU 
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What is in for dairy? Protected Dairy Terms (Annex VII, Part III, CMO Regulation) 

 

 

Whey 

Cream 

Butter 

Cheese 

Yoghurt 

Buttermilk 

Butteroil 

Caseins 

And more… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

“Milk means exclusively the normal mammary secretion 

obtained from one or more milkings without either 

addition thereto or extraction therefrom”. 
 

Terms 

reserved 

exclusively 

for milk 

products at 

all stages of 

marketing  

30 years of Protection of Dairy Terms in the EU 
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The European Court of Justice on 14 June 2017 ruled that Article 78(2) and 
Annex VII, Part III, to Regulation No 1308/2013 must be interpreted as 
precluding the term ‘milk’ and the designations reserved by that regulation 
exclusively for milk products from being used to designate a purely plant 
based product in marketing or advertising, even if those terms are expanded 
upon by clarifying or descriptive terms indicating the plant origin of the 
product, unless that product is listed in Annex I to Decision 2010/791. 
 

Consequences of the ECJ ruling C-422/16 of 14 
June 2017 (‘tofu-town’)  
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The future of this protection,   

• Dairy terms and marketing standards must remain protected in the EU 

legislation and be respected by all supply chain partners 

• Dairy protected terms and marketing standards must be fully 

implemented and enforced by all competent authorities of EU Member 

States at all times 

• The EU COM should ensure the correct implementation all across 

Europe 

• The EU COM should draft guidelines for Member States authorities so as 

to facilitate the correct implementation on a national level  

• As a possible future protection EDA proposes to foster the current legal 

framework regarding protected dairy terms with a similar protection to 

that ensured to Geographical Indications (Article 13 Regulation 

1151/2012) 

• A European standard for cheese based on the related CODEX Standard   
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Mandatory Origin labelling 

National laws on mandatory 

origin labelling for milk and 

dairy introduced in: France, 

Italy, Lithuania, Portugal, 

Romania, Greece, Finland -  

discussions in Spain 

EU dairy industry against 

mandatory measures – 

threats to the EU Single 

Market and free movement 

of goods 
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Voluntary Origin Labelling  
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EDA welcomes that 

trademarks and geographical 

indications will not be 

covered by the scope of the 

Implementing Regulation 

(Art.1.2). We believe that this 

is a step in the right direction, 

showing that the EU 

continues to preserve the 

protection of intellectual 

property rights of European 

companies while fostering 

European quality schemes.  

EDA encourages the rapid 

adoption of harmonised 

European rules on voluntary 

origin labelling in order to stop 

the process of disruption of the 

internal market caused by the 

introduction of national rules on 

mandatory origin labelling 

EU COM Draft implementing act on voluntary origin labelling 
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Thank You 

Merci 

Grazie 

Danke 
 


