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Disclaimer 

The latest available consolidated trade data at EU 
level cover the development until February 2022. This 
means the impact of the Russian aggression in 
Ukraine is not yet covered by this newsletter. 

The trade figures are all expressed in values, except 
when specifically mentioned. The current situation of 
high agri-food prices therefore plays an important 
role. An increase in trade values for a specific product 
must not necessarily correspond to an increase in 
volume for this product.  

mailto:Agri-G1@ec.europa.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/%0btrade/trade-and-international-policy-analysis
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/%0btrade/trade-and-international-policy-analysis
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HIGHLIGHTS: IN FEBRUARY 2022, LESS IMPORTS 
LIFT EU TRADE BALANCE COMPARED TO JANUARY 

In February 2022, the EU trade balance reached €4.9 billion. Thanks to a slight rebound of EU exports value 
and a lower total import value compared to January, the EU trade balance improved by 52% month-to-month.  

EU agri-food trade (exports plus imports) reached a value of €28.3 billion; +18% compared to last year in 

February. EU exports reached €16.6 billion, +11% compared to last year. EU imports stood up at €11.7 
billion, +30% compared to February 2021. These monthly trade flows are rather in the upper end of the 
range of the last two years. 
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EU EXPORTS TO THE UK, U.S. AND JAPAN 

INCREASE YEAR-TO-YEAR 

EU agri-food exports in February 2022 were 

primarily sent to the United Kingdom, the U.S. and 

China. For the first two months in 2022, exports to 

the United Kingdom and to the U.S. increased 

substantially year-to-year (i.e. compared to the 

period Jan-Feb 2021). Japan was the 6th most 

popular destination for EU exports in 2021. For the 

beginning of the year, EU exports increased by 25% 

year-to-year.  

EU exports to the UK (Jan-Feb 2022) increased by 

23% year-to-year. This increase is mostly driven by 

wine, and poultry and eggs. Total EU export in Jan-

Feb 2022 to the UK reached €6.6 billion. In volume 

terms, sugar and isoglucose exports increased 

substantially, especially for white sugar (28 000 t, 

+265% year-to-year).  

EU exports to the U.S. totalled €4.0 billion in the 

period Jan-Feb 2022 (+26% year-to-year). This is 

largely driven by an increase of exports of 

beverages: in value terms, +28% for spirits and 

liqueurs, +23% for wine and +6% for beer, cider & 

other beverages. 

EU exports to China dropped in the first two months 

of 2022 compared to the same period in 2021 

(↘€836 m, -28%). The most important decrease 

occurred for pigmeat (↘€856 m, -66% year-to-

year). In volume terms, the EU exported 237 000 t 

(360 000t less compared to Jan-Feb 2021). 

Similarly, the EU exported significantly less 

vegetable oils to China (-99% in volumes). 

Regarding EU trade flows to Russia in Jan-Feb 

2022 (pre-aggression), exports amounted €1.3 

billion (5th top export destination for the EU). The two 

main exporting sectors were horticulture and cereal 

preparations & milling products. 

EU EXPORTS VALUE INCREASES BY 14% 

COMPARED TO LAST YEAR, PIGMEAT 

DROPS BY 20%  

Cereal preparations and milling products, dairy 

products and wine and wine-based products 

were the three main product categories exported 

from the EU in 2021 in value terms. During the 

period Jan-Feb 2022, the three categories are also 

on the top of the chart. The EU exported €3.1 billion 

of cereals preparations and milling products, €2.8 

billion of dairy products and €2.3 billion of wine and 

wine-based products. All values are up compared to 

the same period of last year. 

Regarding the livestock sector, beef and veal 

export value increased by 29% year-to-year 

(especially frozen meat exports). On the contrary, 

export value for pigmeat dropped by 20% year-to-

year (of the 27 categories, it is the only one for 

which the export value dropped compared to last 

year).  

 

EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS 
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EU IMPORTS VALUE UP BY 34% 
COMPARED TO JAN-FEB LAST YEAR 

In the period Jan-Feb 2022 (before the Russian 

aggression), EU imports from Ukraine increased 

the most year-to-year (+96%). Still, the top 3 

import sources were Brazil, U.S. and the UK. Import 

values from these countries all increased in this 

period compared to last year.  

EU imported €879 m of agri-food products from 

Ukraine in February 2022, before the Russian 

aggression. In the Jan-Feb 2022 period, the EU 

imported €1.9 billion (+96% year-to-year). Cereals, 

vegetable oils and oilseeds imports increased both 

in value and in volume terms. Compared to last 

year, the EU imported an additional 1.4 million t of 

cereals in the Jan-Feb period given the record 

grains harvested in Ukraine last year.  

As from January 2021 the Trade and Cooperation 

Agreement with the UK was applied. Agri-food 

imports from UK were at rather low levels in the 

first two months of 2021, while in Jan-Feb 2022 

they increased by 75% and reached €2.1 billion. 

Sprits and liqueurs import value increased 

significantly (+105%), as well as cereals prepa-

rations (67%) and fresh dairy products (+52%).  

Import values from Brazil increased substantially 

in the first two months (+62% year-to-year). Soya 

beans and meals imports have been rather 

dynamic in this period. Concerning vegetable oils, 

the EU imported slightly less quantities in the 

period but the value increased by 150%. 

EU imports from U.S. and China also increased in 

this period by 18% and 65%, respectively. From 

the U.S., the EU imported mainly oilseeds and 

protein crops as well as fruit and nuts. While the 

import value increased, quantities slightly declined. 

Regarding China, the main imported products in 

Jan-Feb 2022 were fatty acids and waxes (+137% 

year-to-year). 

Imports from Canada (€2.8 billion in 2021), 

decreased the most in the period compared to last 

year (↘126 m, -22%).  

COFFEE IMPORT VALUE INCREASED THE 

MOST YEAR-TO-YEAR 

In the period Jan-Feb 2022, EU import value for 

oilseeds (seeds, meals and vegetable oils 

including palm) increased by 31% year-to-year. 

The EU imported for over €5 billion of these 

agricultural products. While imports of all seeds 

and meals also increased in volume terms, the 

palm oil imported volumes declined, possibly due 

to the high price.   

In the period Jan-Feb 2022, coffee, tea, cocoa 

and spices became the second product category 

imported into the EU. This has been mainly driven 

by the increase in the import value for coffee 

(+66% year-to-year). The sharp price increase of 

Arabica coffee started in April 2021 and continued 

through the year. In February, the world market 

price reached levels not seen since 2011. 

Fruit imports decreased compared to last year, 

especially for grapes (↘€115 m, -29%) and 

bananas (↘€69 m, -13%).  

EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS 
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FOCUS 
EU AGRI-FOOD TRADE WITH THE SAHEL in 2021 

  
 
The Sahel is a trans-continental region in Africa, characterized by specific agro-climatic conditions and 
socio-political instability in recent years. A large share of the farming sector is agro-pastoralism and 
subsistence farming. This region comprises Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, The Gambia, Guinea, 
Mauritania, Mali, Niger, Nigeria and Senegal. A number of these countries is landlocked adding barriers to 
international trade.  

According to the Global Report on Food Crises1 published early May 2022, the number of food insecure 
people has increased during 2021. It is estimated that, in these countries, people facing a food crisis, or 
worse) increased from 21.6 million people in 2020 to 25.9 million people in 2021. The report identifies 
three main causes for this rise in food insecurity: (1) conflict, (2) climate events, and (3) covid-related 
economic impacts. The highest increase has been recorded in the Nigeria and Niger, due to adverse 
economic conditions (cross-border restrictions and lockdown measures) associated with persistent conflict 
in some regions that displaced people and reduced the access to farmland.  

 

 
Source: 2022 Global Report on Food Crises. Joint Analysis for better decisions 

The EU is a net exporter to the region and exports primarily staple food. Close to one third of total EU 
agri-food exports to this region is cereals (in value terms). This is largely driven by wheat exports, which 
corresponds to 85% of EU cereals export value. In volume terms, 3.9 million t of wheat have been 
exported in 2021. 

Dairy products are the second largest export sector to the Sahel. In 2021, the EU exported worth € 874 
million of dairy products. Milk powders (whey, whole milk powder and skimmed milk powder) represent  
the highest share (86%) of the total EU exports of dairy products to this region (corresponding to almost 
300 000 t). 

From the meat sector, the most important product for exports to the Sahel region is poultry (including 
eggs), for which the bulk of the exported product is frozen meat (39 000 t in 2021). With regard to the 
four meats together (beef, pigmeat, poultry and sheep and goat), more than 48 000 t of frozen meat 
have been exported to this countries. 

Concerning EU imports from this region, the category of products including coffee, tea, cocoa and spices 
represents the highest import value (€ 1.1 billion), accounting for 68% of total EU import value. 80% of 
this category is cocoa beans imports. The second largest category is fruit and nuts, for which EU 
imported € 248 million. Bananas’ imports rank first in this category (57%). 

1. 2022 Global Report on Food Crises. Joint Analysis for better decisions. 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/GRFC%202022%20Final%20Report.pdf 

 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/GRFC%202022%20Final%20Report.pdf
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TABLE 1 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 2 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 3 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 4 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 5 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 6 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 7 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 8 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 9 

AGRI-FOOD TRADE BALANCE (MILLION EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twitter : @EUAgri 

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture 

#AgriFoodTrade  

Twitter : @EUAgri 

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture 

#AgriFoodTrade 

Twitter : @EUAgri 

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture 

#AgriFoodTrade 

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture
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