
Last events and news related to 
the nocturnal harvesting in super- 
intensive olive groves and its 
potential impacts on birds. 

 
Carlos Ruiz.  
SEO/BirdLife 

 



At the end of 2017 some photographs came to light, related to a 
possible bird mortality due to nocturnal harvesting in super intensive 
olive grove. 
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Internal report from the Ministry of environment and spatial planning of the 
regional Government of Andalucía 
 
 It makes some alarming 

estimations: 
• At least 2 600 000 birds being 

affected 
• Up to 100 birds/hectare 
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We requested more information 
 
 

Lack of scientific rigour: 
• No description of the methodology 

(sample size, variables…) 
 
 
 

 
 ? 

 
 



Based on the previous report and on 
another study from a single olive grove in 
Portugal 
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A letter about this issue is published in Nature. 

https://www.nature.com/magazine-assets/d41586-019-01456-4/d41586-019-01456-4.pdf


There is not enough data  
More information have been requested 
Cautionary principle must be applied to 
temporarily stop nocturnal harvesting 
We urge the authorities and the olive sector to 
start a working plan to assess the problem 

 
 

SEO/BirdLife has published a press release 
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An answer has been sent to Nature: A cautionary note for claims about the 
impact of nocturnal harvesting on songbirds 

Overestimation of the impact. Unrepresentative set of olive groves, then extrapolated to the 
whole area: 
• The use of space by birds is not homogeneous.  
• Not all the intensive olive farming area is harvested at night.  
Based in internal reports.  
• No administrative repercussion.  
• No description of survey effort.  
• Imprecise about the prohibition by the Andalusia regional Government. 
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A coordinated action needs to be taken 

Objectives: 
1. To provide accurate and reliable information to the consumers and to the public 
2. To establish precautionary measures. 
3. To perform a rigorous study to assess the impact of nocturnal harvesting on birds. 
4. To design the best solutions to avoid this potential impact.. 
 
 

https://www.ecologistasenaccion.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/informe-sobre-el-impacto-generado-por-la-explotacion-del-olivar-en-superintensivo-
sobre-las-especies-protegidas-en-andalucia.pdf 
https://www.nature.com/magazine-assets/d41586-019-01456-4/d41586-019-01456-4.pdf 
https://www.seo.org/2019/05/22/reclamamos-medidas-ante-el-impacto-sobre-las-aves-invernantes-de-la-recoleccion-nocturna-en-el-olivar-
superintensivo/ 
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The problem is real (mortality + consumers behaviour) 
A reflection about nocturnal harvesting. A further step forward in the intensification model. Is it 
really necessary?, Do consumers accept it? 
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