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Note to the reader 

The latest available consolidated trade data at EU 
level cover market developments until July 2022. 
Monthly figures can be compared with the previous 
month. Year-to-year change compares the cumulative  
trade since the beginning of the year with the same 
period in the previous year.  

The trade figures are expressed in values, except 
when specifically mentioned. The unit value is the 
average price of products traded in the period 
concerned (trade value at the border divided by 
quantity registered). 

mailto:Agri-G1@ec.europa.eu
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/international/agricultural-trade/trade-and-international-policy-analysis_en
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HIGHLIGHTS: EU AGRI-FOOD TRADE SLOWED 
DOWN IN JULY 2022 – BUT STILL AT HIGH LEVEL 

Both EU agri-food exports and imports slowed down in July, in value terms. This resulted in a stable trade 

balance at EUR 4.9 billion, compared to June.  

EU exports stayed high at EUR 19.2 billion. This is a small decrease compared to June (-2%), but still 

significantly higher compared to last year. The biggest decline came from less dynamic exports of fruit, 
vegetables and olives. Despite the decline in overall exports, exports of cereals, most particularly wheat but 
also barley, increased particularly to the MENA region. 

EU imports reached EUR 14.3 billion in July 2022, a -2% decrease compared to the previous month. EU 

imports from main partners have actually increased in July (mainly from Brazil, the UK, the US and Ukraine) 
but dropped from many other countries, as notably from China, Argentina and the MENA region. 
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EU EXPORTS TO MENA REGION INCREASE  

In July 2022, EU agri-food exports slightly decl ined 

(by 2% month-to-month) in value terms. Commodity 
prices continue to decrease in July. The FAO food 

price index dropped by 9% to reach 140.6, but was 

still 13% higher than last year (July 2021). 

EU agri-food exports to the MENA region increased 

the most month-to-month. The biggest increase was 

recorded for wheat, in volumes (+70%). EU exports 
of other coarse grains (including barley) increased 

substantially in July as well (+157%). This means 

that the EU exported 1.9 million t of wheat in July 
and 857 thousand t of coarse grains. It is 

respectively +300% and +84% compared to July of 

last year.  

Instead, EU exports of cereals to sub-saharan 

Africa (SSA) declined (-43%). This comes after a 

surge in exports of EU cereals to SSA in June 2022, 
particularly of wheat. Generally, EU agri-food 

exports to SSA declined to reach EUR 1 billion (-30% 

month-to-month). On top of the decline in cereals , 
exports of poultry meat, SMP and beef and veal also 

fell. 

Trade developments in January-July 2022 

Total EU exports since the beginning of the year 

(until July) reached EUR 127 billion. This is 14% 

above last year’s same period.  

 

 

WITH THE FRESH EU HARVEST, CEREALS 

ON TOP OF THE EXPORTED PRODUCTS 

In July 2022, exports of cereals continued to 
dominate the EU total export values. The EU 

exported for EUR 2.3 billion. Second highest value in 

EU agri-food exports in July were cereals 
preparations and milling products, followed 

closely by exports of dairy products (EUR 1.8 

billion).  

The dynamic in cereal exports was led by an overal l 

increase in volumes (+46%), and registered a drop in 

prices (-7%) compared to June. Wheat exports 
reached 3 million t, a 74% increase compared to 

July last year. Compared to June, wheat exports 

increased by 21% in volume terms and the unit 

value dropped by 4%. 

On the other end, exports of certain categories 

declined in July. This was the case for fruit and 
nuts (-EUR 69 million, -15%) and vegetables (-EUR 

59 million, -10%), which registered their second and 

fourth consecutive decline, respectively. Specifically, 
the biggest declines were noted for apples and 

pears (to the UK and Egypt), citrus and for 

potatoes (to the UK and Switzerland). Olives and 
olive oil exports dropped by EUR 67 million (-14%) 

in July, largely due to the decline of exports to the 

US.  

 

 

 

EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS 
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EU IMPORT BILL EASED IN JULY 2022 

EU imports declined for the second month in a row 

in July to EUR 14.3 billion (-2.2%), although still at 
high level. Imports from Argentina, Morocco and 

Turkey declined month-to-month. At the same 

time, EU imports from major trading partners 
increased, notably from Brazil and the US as wel l  

as from Malaysia. EU imports from Ukraine 

continue their fourth consecutive month of growth. 

EU imports from Brazil increased by 8% in July 

compared to June 2021, mainly due to increased 

imports of maize (+492%) and soya cakes (+35%) 
in value terms. This was largely due to an increase 

in volumes imported in the EU. Maize imports 

reached in July a record high (685 thousand t). 

Imports from the US increased in July due to a 

sharp increase of soya beans imports as well as 

nuts. Soya beans imports from the US increased by 
158% to reach EUR 231 million in July. This was 

driven by a rise in imported quantities (354 

thousand t, +163% month-to-month). Nuts 
imports also increased in volume terms (53 

thousand t, +16%). 

The steepest increase in EU imports from 
Malaysia in July 2022 came from palm oil. They 

reached EUR 217 million (+57% month-to-month). 

This is only due to a rise of quantities imported in 
the EU and compensates for the reduction of 

imports from Indonesia, due to a 3-weeks export 

ban and difficulties to resume appropriate levels 

of imports. 

Trade developments in January-July 2022 

Total EU imports since the beginning of the year 
(until July) reached EUR 96 billion. This is 33% 

above last year’s same period. 

EU IMPORTS DECLINED BUT DYNAMIC 

SOYA, NUTS AND PALM OIL  

In July 2022, imports of soya beans, nuts and 

palm oil increased month-to-month. Soya beans 
imports reached EUR 871 million (+7%) for 1.3 

million t. These came mainly from Brazil (at a 

higher price compared to June) and the US (at a 

lower price).  

Nuts imports reached EUR 604 million (+6%) for 

150 thousand t. Nuts imports came mainly from 
the US and Vietnam at respectively a stable and 

higher price compared to June.   

Palm oil imports reached EUR 592 million (+20% 
month-to-month) for 404 thousand t. These 

largely came from Malaysia and Indonesia at a 

relatively similar price compared to June. 

Imports of grapes, sunflower seeds and bananas 

decreased the most in July (month-to-month). 

They respectively declined by 24% (to reach EUR 
58 million), 20% (EUR 240 million) and 18% (EUR 

232 million). 

EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS 
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FOCUS 
EU trade with the United Kingdom in January-July 2022 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The United Kingdom has become the first trading partner with the EU. The total exchange of 
agri-food products reached EUR 53.8 billion in 2021. Relative to this, the second trading partner 
is the US for which trade worth EUR 33.8 billion in 2021. 

Cereal preparations and milling products are the primary category in EU-UK agri-food trade. The 
EU traded in 2021 EUR 5.8 billion of these products with the UK. The second most traded food 
items are dairy products. The main dairy products traded are cheese and curd, fresh dairy 
products and butter.  

In 2022, total agri food trade increased substantially between the EU and the  UK. For the  first 
seven months in 2022, the agri-food trade expanded by 21%, to reach EUR 35.5 billion , 
compared to the specific situation beginning 2021 when the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement entered into force.  

EU exports to the UK have increased by 17% to reach EUR 27 billion in January to July 2022. 
The steepest increases, in value terms, were for cereal preparations and milling products 
(+22%), Poultry and eggs (+40%) and dairy products (+21%). 

 

EU imports from the UK also increased and reached EUR 8.4 billion (+35%) in the  first seven 
months of 2022. This is almost at pre-Brexit levels (still -2% compared to January-July period 
in 2020).The biggest increase was recorded for spirits and liqueurs (+35%), dairy products 
(+55%) and cereals (+159%).  
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TABLE 1 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 2 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 3 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 4 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 5 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 6 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 7 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 8 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 9 

AGRI-FOOD TRADE BALANCE (MILLION EUR) 
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