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0. Summary overview, market update 

 

1. Prices 

* EU prices 

* MS prices for major producers 

 

2. Production (by variety + extreme weather events + stocks) 

 

3. Trade 

* Evolution of the trade balance 

* Import monitoring 

* Export development 

 

4. Key balance indicators including CONSUMPTION 

 

5. Export diversification 
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0. SUMMARY OVERVIEW,  MARKET UPDATE 

 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
 

1. The EU average price moved from 79 (*) EuroCents/kg in February to 81 (*) in March this year (wich implies evolving from 44% to 

46% above the 5 year reference period averages for these two months).  

 

2. All major EU producers have prices above the reference period average. In the case of Poland, the Member State with the highest 

volume and the lowest price among the 4 major EU producers, prices were 62% above historical levels in February and 55% in 

March. The same indicator for the remaining major producers changed from February to March as follows: +19% -> +20% in 

France , +104% -> +120% in Germany and +29% -> +29% in Italy (no change) . 

 

3. In conclusion, price fluctuations when taking into account for seasonal factors in the EU were slightly positive and at MS level as 

follows: positive in both DE and FR, stability in IT and moderate price reduction in PL.  

 

(*) Minor last minute adjustments on previously disseminated figures are possible due to additional notifications coming from 

Member States. 

 

Background 
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BACKGROUND 
 

1. Extreme weather events during April and May 2017, late spring frosts,                   are at the origin of a relatively small supply level 

implying high prices during this marketing year. This is the central weather event defining the ongoing marketing year. 

 

2. The EU apple market has essentially two major "leading indicators": 

 

2.1. The size of the crop for the ongoing marketing year;                       at EU level a 19% reduction of the current crop (when 

compared to a 5 year reference period) results on about 40% price increase (with huge differences depending on the relative size 

of the crop of each MS and the historical reference level of prices); => in the current year the price band is situated well above the 

historical range for prices; => [PLACEMENT OF THE BAND WHEN COMPARED TO REFERENCE PERIOD AVERAGE PRICES] 

 

2.2 The depletion or unstocking rate                       month after month during the marketing year; =>  that rate and price evolve 

towards opposite directions; = [MONTHLY ADJUSTMENTS WITHIN THE BAND ABOVE] 

 

3. The depletion or unstocking rate depends on 3 sub-factors: 

3.1 Monthly consumption; 

3.2 Monthly trade balance (the EU apple market is sensitive to extra-EU export developments) ;    

3.2 Small adjustments in terms of product expecting to go to fresh consumption  

but that due to quality issues has to go finally for processing. 

 

4. In conclusion, the current marketing year is caracterized by a significantly smaller than average supply and very high prices. 
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1. PRICES 

 

1.1. EU Prices 

 

1.2. MS prices for major producers 

 

 * Poland (1st EU28 volume producer) 

 

 * Italy (2nd) 

 

 * France (3rd) 

 

 * Germany (4th) 
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2. PRODUCTION 

 

 

2.1. EU production for MSs that are major producers 

 

2.2. EU production by variety (%) 

 

2.3. Extreme weather events 

 

2.4. Apple stocks 
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APPLE CROP 2017/18 - forecasts 

 

000 Tonnes                2016/17              2017/18 f          Change on 3 year avg 

 

EU                               11 779                    9 343                       -23%  

 

Poland                          4 035                    2 870                       -27% 

 

Italy                               2 272                   1 757                         -25% 

 

France                          1 515                    1 396                         -10% 

 

Germany                      1 033                       555                         -47% 

 

             EU-other                       2 923                   2 766                         -17% 
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                        AGRO-WEATHER INDEX 

  

 

1. Background with main elements 

 

2. Summary multi-event map   

* main events 

 

3. Precipitation analysis 

* 90 day 

* 30 day 

* maps of current or recent droughts in the EU   

 

4. Temperature analysis 

* 30 day average, °C, regional deviations 

* Relative number of cold days 

 

5. Other agro-weather events 

 

  

General index 

WEATHER FACTORS 
 IN FRUIT AND VEGETABLE 

 PRODUCTIONS 

Agro-weather index 
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                        AGRO-WEATHER INDEX 

  

 

1. Background with main elements 

 

2. Summary multi-event map   

* main events 

 

3. Precipitation analysis 

* 90 day 

* 30 day 

* maps of current or recent droughts in the EU   

 

4. Temperature analysis 

* 30 day average, °C, regional deviations 

* Relative number of cold days 

 

5. Other agro-weather events  

General index 
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Summary of main agro-weather events affecting  

markets during the current  marketing year 

 

RECENT EVENTS  

 

1. Frosts registerd at the end of February 2018 in Southern Europe; several early crops of fruit 

(especially stonefruit) and vegetables were destroyed partially. 

 

2. Heavy rains in several regions of Southern Europe (see 30 day precipitation map) implicated the 

end of drought in these regions and floods in some cases. 

 

3. However, the effects of a severe drought were still felt in several regions of Southern Europe, 

i.e., Southern Portugal, South-Est Spain, West Sicily, Puglia and Crete. Currently there is rain 

deficit in Poland, the Baltic States and Scotland. 

 

4. Very mild winter; one of the exceptions is cold spell last January in the Iberian penninsula. 

  

Agro-weather index 

Further detail 
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BACKGROUND 

 

1. Late spring frosts (mid April to mid May 2017) defined the current apple crop. 

 

2. Above average temperatures during the summer period (2017). 

 

* affected both production and consumption. 

 

3. Drought and/or rain deficit in many Member States. 

 

* severe in Southern Europe 

 

* very severe in the Iberian penninsula 

 

4. Very mild winter 2017/18.  

  

Agro-weather index 

Further detail 
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26 Preceding period 

Agro-weather index 

Source: JRC 
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Further detail 

Source: JRC 

Agro-weather index 

Detailed maps 
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Source: JRC 

Agro-weather index 

LTA = Long term average 

YOI, year of interest = current year 
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29 
Further detail 

SPRING 2017 (mid-April to 

mid-May): huge damages to 

the orchard crops mainly due 

to frost and low temperatures 

Agro-weather index 
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30 
Further detail 

Agro-weather index 

EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS IN EUROPE 

90 DAY PRECIPITATION ANALYSIS OF ANOMALIES 

19 Jan 2018 to 18 Apr 2018 (90 days) - % of normal 

Source: Ag Weather 
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Further detail 

EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS IN EUROPE 

30 DAY PRECIPITATION ANALYSIS OF ANOMALIES 

19 March 2018 to 18 April 2018 (30 days) - % of normal 
Agro-weather index 

Source: Ag Weather 
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Further detail 

MAPS OF CURRENT DROUGHTS IN EUROPE  (++) : CENTRAL AND NORTHERN EUROPE 

Agro-weather index 

Source: JRC 
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Further detail 

MAPS OF CURRENT DROUGHTS IN THE EU F&V PRODUCING AREAS: IBERIAN PENINSULA  Agro-weather index 

Source: JRC 
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34 
Further detail 

MAPS OF CURRENT DROUGHTS IN THE EU F&V PRODUCING AREAS  (+):  ITALY AND GREECE Agro-weather index 

Source: JRC 
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Further detail 

EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS IN EUROPE 

TEMPERATURE ANOMALIES +/-°C ON AVG 

20 Mar 2018 to 18 Apr 2018 (+/- 30 days) 
Agro-weather index 

Source: Climate Prediction Center 
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36 
Further detail 

Agro-weather indexx 

LTA = Long term average 

YOI, year of interest = current year 

Source: JRC 
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Main area of severe wind 

EXTREME 

WEATHER EVENTS 

IN EUROPE 

15 March 2018 to 20  

April 2018 

Agro-weather index 

Source: Severe weather database 
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Data sources: WAPA&AMI 

Further detail 
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3. TRADE 

 

 

3.1. Evolution of the trade balance 

 

 

3.2. Import monitoring 

 

 

2.3. Export development (export diversification is under section 5) 
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Severe weather event: spring 
frosts in 2017 destroyed 23 % 
of the crop (calculated on 3 

year average crop)
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4. KEY BALANCE INDICATORS 

 

including CONSUMPTION 

 

- Production 

- Imports 

- Total supply (production +imports) 

* Apparent fresh consumption 

* Apples for processing 

* Exports 

- Market access (Imports/Fresh consumption) 

- Fresh production exported (%) 

- Apparent fresh consumption (kg/person) 
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5. EXPORT DIVERSIFICATION 

 

 

- Map of top world importers of apples 

 

- Bar chart on top world importers and annual growth rates 

 

- Key trade indicators on top world importers of apples 

 

- Main apple traders in the world and degree of diversification 

 

- World consumption of apples, main players 
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TOP WORLD IMPORTERS FROM ALL ORIGINS 2016 
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TOP WORLD APPLE IMPORTERS FROM ALL ORIGINS and  % Annual growth in value 2012-16 

Further detail 
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TOP WORLD APPLE IMPORTERS FROM ALL ORIGINS 

Further detail 
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TOP 25 APPLE IMPORTERS OF THE WORLD FROM ALL ORIGINS - 2016 – Value Terms  

Further detail 

<- diversified, many  trade partners concentrated, few  trade partners-> 

Remark: 
Interesting method of analysis, the 
scale is not accurate, just indicative 
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China
58%
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World consumption of apples 2015/16 (volume) 
Main players
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End 

Thank you 
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