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Resolution of the CDG on Forestry and Cork 

Mid-term Review of the EU Forest Strategy 
The Civil Dialogue Group (CDG) on Forestry and Cork expressed unanimously in 2013 its wish for the quick adoption and release of the EU Forest Strategy. The members of the group still consider important for the European forestry and forest-based sector to have a clear and consistent reference in the European policy framework. 
We hope that the mid-term review of the EU Forest Strategy foreseen for this year would look into details on how various EU forest-related policies supported the achievement of the 2020 forest objectives: 
“To ensure and demonstrate that all forests in the EU are managed according to sustainable forest management principles and that the EU’s contribution to promoting sustainable forest management and reducing deforestation at global level is strengthened, thus:
-contributing to balancing various forest functions, meeting demands, and delivering vital ecosystem services
 -providing a basis for forestry and the whole forest-based value chain to be competitive and viable contributors to the bio-based economy.”
It should also assess the impact of EU forest-related policies on the contribution of Europe’s forest sector to climate change mitigation.
We need to have a stronger framework after 2020 based on sustainable forest management and the multifunctional role of forests. This should be focused on  the contribution to the sector to resource efficiency, to  rural development, growth and job creation. In addition, the review  of the  strategy should address the contribution of forests and forest based products and energy to sustainable  development goals and to climate change mitigation to meet the Paris agreement goals.  
We need to continue to support the sector to face the increasing challenges linked to climate change and forest fires, rural exodus. In addition, the support should also help the sector to benefit from opportunities such as research and innovation, digitalisation and the use of new technologies, development or new business models to further develop the bio-based economy in EU. 
Consequently, we call for an update of the EU Forest Strategy in order to further strengthen its role as a key reference for Member States and EU when it comes to forests and forest-based sector.  
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