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	EUROPEAN COMMISSION

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Directorate I. Agricultural legislation and procedures

I.1. Agricultural law; simplification



Bruxelles, 
DG AGRI Working group of the Experts' Group for Horizontal questions concerning the CAP Simplification 
Subject: 
Working document: Simplification in Common Agricultural Policy 
Background

During the December Agricultural Council meeting, Commissioner Hogan has identified as a key priority the simplification of the Common Agricultural Policy  and the reduction of 'red tape' for farmers and other beneficiaries.  In this context, within DG AGRI a comprehensive screening of the entire agricultural acquis on simplification potential and subsidiarity has been launched. The objective of this exercise is to identify areas and elements which can be simplified and which, in line with the principle of subsidiarity, can be left to the Member States. 

In recent speeches in the EP and Council, Commissioner Hogan has requested the European Parliament and the Council for their ideas on simplification. In addition the Commissioner has, on January 14th, sent a letter to all Agricultural Ministers in which he invites them to provide him with ideas and proposals for simplifying the CAP by the end of February. 
The Latvian presidency has indicated their intention to continue the discussion on simplification at the meeting of the Agriculture Council on 16 March. 
The objective of this working group is to have an informal exchange of views in order to feed both the internal discussions in your respective Member States and the screening exercise within DG AGRI. 
Discussion 
On February 5th three parallel workshops will be organised to informally exchange ideas on elements of the CAP that can be simplified, and on the best way that this can be done. 
The discussion should be guided by three main principles:
· The basic political decisions taken in the 2013 reform should, in principle, stay in place. We need to ensure stability for beneficiaries and national/regional authorities. Your simplification suggestions should thus concentrate on those elements which can be changed within the current policy framework.

· Proposals should not lead to a weakening of sound financial management or to any increase in errors in CAP expenditure; and
· Priority should be given to those areas where farmers and other beneficiaries are most concerned and where most would benefit from a reduction of administrative burden.

To ensure that the results of this brainstorming can be used for further discussions, you are encouraged to explain the reasons behind your suggestions - why , in your opinion, they would lead to a reduction of administration burden for farmers, beneficiaries and Member States or why the matters should better be dealt with at national or regional level. 
For you information and possible inspiration the documents that are being used for the DG Agri screening exercice are available on CIRCA.
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