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Summary
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Source: CEFS manufacturing costs survey MY 2020/21. February 2022

Sugar is on the EU ETS 
carbon leakage list and 
list of energy-intensive 
sectors under CEEAG

Sugar is an energy-intensive industry

Energy = c. 20% of 
factory costs in normal 
years… but much more 
today!
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High gas prices and concerns about 
availability have caused many sugar 

factories to switch back to oil and coal 
for 2022/23
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Dutch TTF gas futures (€/MWh)Gas prices remain 
high.

The recent fall is 
likely to be 
temporary (warm 
weather for 
September/October)

http://twitter.com/sugareurope/
http://www.cefs.org/


6

Fuel switching I: a temporary back-up solution
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Fuel switching II

•

•

•

•

http://twitter.com/sugareurope/
http://www.cefs.org/


8

The sugar production campaign 
has started earlier this year to 

avoid the peak demand month of 
January
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Ad hoc 
solutions 
are 
necessary
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Competition law derogation in Germany

Possibility for sugar 
manufacturers to make 
production capacities 
available to each other in 
the event of gas supply cut-
offs and ensuing production 
stoppages at the factories 
affected
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State of play
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Longer term solutions are 
underway
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Örtofta steam pipeline
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Cosun Solar Park
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Iscal Sugar wind turbine
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Solar drying of beet pulp in Spain: back to basics
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Renewable electricity is only part 
of the solution

We need a dispatchable, readily-
available heat source
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Biomass: the most viable solution
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Biogas at Kaposvár, Hungary (Agrana)

•

•

•

•

http://twitter.com/sugareurope/
http://www.cefs.org/


21 SUGAR MARKET OBSERVATORY, 8 NOVEMBER 2022

The EU sugar industry 
can decarbonise…

but we need to retain the 
flexibility to use beet 
residues (especially beet 
pulp) for energetic 
purposes
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RED revision must: 

•

•

•
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