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Food Safety:
“I want you to focus on the 

implementation and 
enforcement of the extensive 
legislation in the areas of food 

safety and animal and plant health. 
Audits will be a crucial tool for this, 
notably to ensure that food imports 

meet our safety standards.”

Food Fraud:
“You should work with the 
Member States to develop a 

strategy with concrete 
measures against food fraud, 
drawing on the work of the 

European Anti-Fraud Office in 
this area.”



The EU Food Fraud Network

28 NATIONAL CONTACT POINTS IN THE EU COUNTRIES

SWITZERLAND, NORWAY, ICELAND, EFTA SURVEILLANCE

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
(LEAD SANTE – AGRI – MARE – OLAF)

ASSOCIATED EU BODY: EUROPOL



EU Agri-food fraud criteria

Suspicion of intentional actions taken by businesses or individuals for the purpose 
of deceiving purchasers and gaining an undue advantage therefrom, in violation of 
the rules referred to in Article 1(2) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625



Activities on Food Fraud

EU-WIDE COORDINATED CONTROL PLANS
horse meat (2013/2014), fish substitution (2015), honey 

(2015/2017), online offered food (2017), Herbs and Spices (2019)

TRAINING FOR FOOD FRAUD 
Specific workshops on eCommerce and Investigation Techniques

LEGISLATION ON OFFICIAL CONTROLS (OCR)

EU Reference Centres for food authenticity, stronger sanctions 
and broader scope for food fraud



Legal framework to act

R 178/2002 on the General Food Law
R 1169/2011 on Food Information to Consumers
R 767/2009 on Feed
R 882/2004 → R 2017/625 on Official 
Controls
CiD 2015/1918

Operators: ensuring compliance
Authorities: verifying compliance

Commission: Guardian of the Treaties, 
cooperation, relation with non-EU countries





EU information 
systems
iRASFF (new generation electronic and interactive notification platform of RASFF)

• RASFF:  Notification implying serious health risks 
(3638 in 2018, 3768 in 2017)

• AAC_NC*: Notification for non-compliant products. 
1153 requests and information in 2018 
(85 in 2016, 602 in 2017)

AAC_FF*: Notification with suspicion of fraud

TRACES: Certification and identification traceability

(*voluntary basis  - cross-border issues)



Information

…



EU information systems
AAC_FF*: Notification with suspicion of fraud. 237 requests for cooperation
were launched in the AAC-Food Fraud in 2018.
Activity Report: https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/food-fraud/aas_en

(*voluntary basis  - cross-border issues)

237



Total number of requests 
by requesting country (2018)

Status by year
total number of requests

(2019: data as of 27.11.2019)

45%
closed

83%
closed

22%
closed

Activity Report: 
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/food-fraud/aas_en



Type of suspected violation reported in the 
AAC-FF in 2018



How can we ensure that fraudsters are 
penalised?

Easy choice: the risks of getting caught are low and there 
are no proper deterrents

Not traditionally a high priority for prosecution/judicial 
services  

Lengthy process (public health risks)

Lack the necessary range of administrative measures 
/penalties



Information, recall, withdrawal and reporting?

No direct obligation to report or withdraw products 
when fraudulent or deceptive practices are 
suspected (whistle-blower protection and food fraud 
definition absent)

Authorities / Commission deprived of intelligence 
source

Mainly "cross-border"

Difficulties for prevention, search, detection and 
combat for other similar occurrences of fraud



Competent authorities

Food inspectors without forensic 
capacities
Police inspectors without food
expertise

Not necessarily a high priority 
compared to other criminal activities 
(when no public health risk)

Possibility to identify emerging risk
Ability to coordinate investigation 

Capacity to work on equal terms with 
other investigative services



Achievements



17

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nDeZ1agtMQ



Geographical indications cases



19

Protected geographical indication (PGI) cases 



20

Protected designation of origin (PDO) cases



Thank you for your attention
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https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/safety/docs/food-fraud_contact_points.pdf


	Geographical Indications �Civil Dialogue Group on Quality and Promotion
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	EU Agri-food fraud criteria
	Activities on Food Fraud
	Legal framework to act
	Slide Number 7
	EU information �systems
	Information
	EU information systems
	Slide Number 11
	Type of suspected violation reported in the AAC-FF in 2018
	How can we ensure that fraudsters are penalised?
	Information, recall, withdrawal and reporting?
	Competent authorities
	Achievements
	Slide Number 17
	Geographical indications cases
	Protected geographical indication (PGI) cases 
	Protected designation of origin (PDO) cases
	Thank you for your attention

