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What are eco-schemes expected to deliver?
Meet one or more of the specific environmental- and climate-related 
objectives defined for the future CAP:

- Art. 5 (General objectives)
(b) to bolster environmental care and climate action and to 
contribute to the environmental- and climate-related objectives of 
the Union; 

- Art. 6 (Specific objectives)
(d) Climate Change
(e) Natural Resources (water, soil, air) 
(f) Biodiversity and Landscapes 



Further features for eco-schemes
- Simple and suitable for yearly commitments and payments.

- Going beyond minimum requirements (conditionality, legislation).

- Different from agri-environment-climate measures (AECM), but can be 
equally ambitious.

- All Member States need to programme them, but not for all farmers 
(overlap with conditionality-greening), at least in first phase.

- Expenditure in eco-schemes ring-fenced at a minimum, and extended 
in proportion to number of farmers expected to join.

- Eco-schemes reward farmers doing more for the environment. 

-



Types of eco-schemes (long list)
- Organic farming
- High Nature Value farming
- Farming in Natura 2000 sites
- Space for nature - Green infrastructure
- Strips of natural vegetation along water courses
- Agroforestry
- Pollinator-friendly farming
- Enhanced crop rotation 
- Agro-ecological soil management
- ...

- ...



Relevant for...
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High Nature Value farming
- Maintaining biodiverse 

pastures and grasslands, 
many protected by EU 
law.

- Mosaics and extensive 
forms of agriculture.

- Low level of inputs and 
associated impacts on 
soil, water, air. 

- Relevant for climate 
change objectives.



High Nature Value farming



Farming for Natura 2000 - Natura 2000 sites aiming to 
protect Europe’s biodiversity.

- High biodiversity linked to low 
productivity - marginal farmland.

- Approximately 40% of surface 
area of N2K is farmland.

- Farm management adapted to 
meet conservation objectives.

- Payments to compensate for 
restrictions or special needs.

- Strong coherence with 
environmental law.



Farming for Natura 2000
It could contain different levels of 
payments, in accordance with change 
of management required

- Sheep grazing to maintain open 
pastures and biodiverse grasslands.

- Reduced fertilizer use on pastures or 
measures to prevent nutrient runoff. 

- Shift to a different crop production. 



Strips of natural vegetation along water courses



Wider zone of non-intervention along 
permanent water streams for ensuring 
continuity of woody vegetation.

- Absorb carbon, buffer for floods.
- Sustain soils, filter run-off. 
- Maintaining water quality and 

oxygenation.
- Refuge for wildlife and biodiversity 

corridors. 

Strips of natural vegetation along water courses
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