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2019: Record growth  
for EU28*) agri-food trade 

For the year 2019, EU28 agri-food trade value 

reached a record of EUR 270.5 billion, with EU exports 

worth EUR 151.2 billion, corresponding to a strong 
growth in export values by 10% compared to 2018.  

Strong increase in exports to China 

In 2019, the main export destinations for EU28 
products (in EUR billion) were USA (24.3), China 
(15.3), Switzerland (8.5), Japan (7.6) and Russia 

(7.2). These destinations account for over 40% of 
total EU agri-food exports.  

 

 

 
 

 

The biggest export gains in 2019 (in EUR billion, % 
change from 2018) were achieved in exports to China 
(+4.2; +40%), the USA (+2.07; +9%), Japan 

(+1.01, +15%), Russia (+0.57, +9%), Egypt (0.48; 
+32%), Turkey (+0.44, +14%) and Ukraine (0.417, 
+20%). However, for the last 2 months of 2019, EU 

agri-food exports to USA saw a marked drop for 
certain products as a result of US tariffs. 

Exports in 2019 (in EUR billion, % change from 2018) 
decreased most for Hong Kong (-0.4; -11%), Libya 
(-0.17, -15%), Algeria (-0.12, -5%), Angola (-0.1,  
-15%) and Lebanon (-0.09, -8%). 



 

 

Pork, wheat and spirits lead export growth 

For specific products, exports grew the most in 2019 
(in EUR million, % change from 2018) for pork meat, 

fresh, chilled and frozen (+2 359; +49%), wheat 
(+1 747; +48%); spirits and liqueurs (+1 125; 
+10%), milk powders and whey (+680; +17%) and 
offal, animal fat and other meats, fresh, chilled and 
frozen (+637; +24%). Other important increases 

were recorded for wine, vermouth, cider and vinegar 
(+589; +5%), food preparations (+532; +9%), 
pasta, pastry, biscuits and bread (+510; +10%), and 
cotton, flax and hemp (+463; +51%).  

The impressive growth of exports for pork meat was 
driven primarily by demand from China (+230%), 

whereas for wheat exports increased in particular to 
Egypt, Morocco, Turkey and China.  

On the other hand, in 2019 exports experienced the 
largest drop in value terms (in EUR million, % change 

from 2018) for the following products: beet and cane 
sugar (-523; -48%), olive oil (-125; -5%), raw hides 
and skins (-114; -8%), vegetable oils other than palm 

and olive oil (-104; -5%) and fatty acids and waxes 
(-102; -17%).  

 

While EU28 agri-food imports rose slightly in 
2019, a record growth came from Ukraine 

Agri-food imports from third countries in 2019 
accounted for EUR 119.3 billion, i.e. an increase of 

2.5% compared to 2018. 

The five main origins for EU28 agri-food imports over 
the past 12 months remain the same countries than in 
previous years, accounting for more than 35% of total 

agri-food imports, namely: the USA (11.8), Brazil 
(11.6), Ukraine (7.4), China (6.1) and Argentina 

(5.0). High levels of imports also continue to originate 
from Switzerland (4.7), Turkey (4.7) and Indonesia 
(4.1). 

The value of imports (in EUR million, % change from 
2018) increased most significantly from Ukraine 
(+1 757; +31%), Canada (+451; +23%), China 
(+418; +7%), Peru (+334; +15%) and Serbia 

(+279; +25%).   

However, on the year-on-year basis, the value of agri-
food imports in 2019 (in EUR million, % change from 
2018) fell most from the USA (-290; -2%), Indonesia 
(-290; -7%), Brazil (-288; -2%), Australia (-286; 
-14%) and New Zealand (-190; -8%).  

 

Imports into the EU28 of tropical fruit and 

oilseeds other than soyabeans recorded the 
biggest rise in 2019 

Looking at product categories, the highest increases in 
import values in 2019 (EUR million; % change since 
2018) were recorded for tropical fruit (+752; +6%), 
oilseeds, other than soya beans (+747; +21%), 
vegetable oils other than palm and olive oil (+660; 

+30%), cereals other than wheat and rice (+461; 
+12%) and vegetables, fresh, chilled and dried  
(+335; +7%). Other significant increases were also 
recorded for beet and cane sugar (+327; +50%) and 
ethanol (+293; +90%).   

On the other hand, in 2019 imports fell back most (in 

EUR million, % change from 2018) for palm and palm 
kernel oil (-612; -11%); citrus fruit (-282, -13%), 
olive oil (-215; -36%), sheep and goat meat (-208, 
-20%) and oilseeds other than soya beans (-226; 

-4%). Other reduction were also recorded for wheat 
(-167; -13%), butter (-37; -38%) and wool and silk 
(-102; -10%).   

 

 

With EU28 agri-food exports growing more than 
imports into the EU, the positive trade balance 
grew in 2019 by 52% 

With the strong export performance in 2019 and the 
slight growth in imports, the trade surplus grew by 

EUR 10.9 billion, that is, 52% higher than in 2018, 
and has reached an all–time high of EUR 31.9 billion. 

 

 



 

 

Table 1: EU28 agri-food exports – top 20 destinations 

 

Table 2: EU28 agri-food exports – most important changes in 2019 

 
 

  



 

 

Table 3: EU28 agri-food exports by product category 

 



 

 

Table 4: EU28 agri-food imports – top 20 origins 

 

Table 5: EU28 agri-food imports – most important changes in 2019 

 

  



 

 

Table 6: EU28 agri-food imports by product category 

   



 

 

Table 7: EU28 agri-food trade balance (exports – imports) by product category 

 

 


