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Preventive measures 
(registration procedure)

1. Strict registrant identification
2. Public list of domain 

registration requests
3. Cross-checks in official 

registers
4. Registrant to do priority 

search
5. Domain blocking services
6. Predictive algorithms

Curative measures (post-
delegation phase)

1. Similarity search tool within
WHOIS

2. Alert notification
3. Abuse reporting contacts
4. Preliminary ADR proceedings
5. Fast-track ADR proceedings
6. Harmonization on claim

requirements of ADR 
proceedings (recognition of 
GIs)

The Study on evaluation of practices for 
combating speculative and abusive domain 

name registrations 



Preventive measures
Registration procedure

1/6 Strict registrant identification

• Require the Registrars to carry out strict verification of 
the registrants’ identity, possibly through eID
authentication, in order to enter correct and accurate 
registration data in the WHOIS registry

• .dk: NemID for Danish registrants; risk management for 
foreign registrants



Preventive measures
Registration procedure

2/6 Public list of domain registration requests –
delayed delegation

• Provide for publicly accessible list of the domain 
registration requests and allow a sufficient time period 
to submit objections to the Registry, the Registrars or 
the ADR provider(s)

• .hu: requests published under the announcement 
section for 8 days 
http://www.domain.hu/domain/English/meghirdetes.html

http://www.domain.hu/domain/English/meghirdetes.html


Preventive measures
Registration procedure

3/6 Cross-checks in official registers

• Carry out cross-checks in the EU geographical 
indications register (eAmbrosia): 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/food-
safety-and-quality/certification/quality-
labels/geographical-indications-register/

• .eu, .dk, .hu, .uk limited to business registries, TM 
registries

https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/food-safety-and-quality/certification/quality-labels/geographical-indications-register/


Preventive measures
Registration procedure

4/6 Registrant to do priority search

• In the registration policies recommend to Registrants 
to carry out priority search before registration (not only 
availability search)

• .hu, .uk



Preventive measures
Registration procedure

5/6 Domain blocking services

• Offer services allowing to preventively block infringing 
domain name registrations

• gTLDs: several domain blocking services, such as
Donut’s Domain Protected Marks List (DPML), 
Trademark Clearinghouse’s (TMCH) TREx, 
Uniregistry’s Uni EPS, ICM Registry’s AdultBlock, 
.club Registry’s .club Trademark Sentry (most of them
are based on marks entered in the TMCH repository; 
.club Trademark Sentry is based on US trademark 
registrations)



Preventive measures
Registration procedure

6/6 Predictive algorithms

• Implement and extend the use of predictive algorithms 
to prevent speculative and abusive registrations

• .eu, .uk limited to prevent malicious registrations e.g., 
malware



Curative measures
Post-delegation phase

1/6 Similarity search tool

• Implement and improve similarity search tools within 
the WHOIS lookup to carry out searches or receive 
(upon request) a list with similar domain names

• .be



Curative measures
Post-delegation phase

2/6 Alerts

• Implement and improve alert systems to receive 
notifications if identical (similar) domain names are 
registered

• .eu limited to EUTMs provided through EUIPO



Curative measures
Post-delegation phase

3/6 Abuse reporting contacts

• Make readily accessible information available on how 
to report different types of abuses

• .be, .dk, .hu



Curative measures
Post-delegation phase 

4/6 Preliminary ADR proceedings

• Provide for preliminary procedures available before the ADR 
dispute

• .hu: objection against a domain name registration request 
in the pre-delegation phase – preventive measure

• .it: mandatory opposition against a domain name 
registration in post-delegation phase in order to obtain the 
Registry’s lock of the domain name – curative measure

• .dk and .uk: free and voluntary mediation phase within the 
ADR proceeding before the controversial phase



Curative measures
Post-delegation phase

5/6 Fast-track ADR proceedings

• Introduce simplified and fast-track proceeding in clear-
cut cases of infringement (Uniform Rapid Suspension –
URS) or in cases of obvious typosquatting (.dk)

• URS, .dk



Curative measures
Post-delegation phase

6/6 Harmonization on claim requirements of ADR 
proceedings (recognition of GIs)

• Align and harmonise ADR rules to expressly recognize 
GIs as legitimate IP rights to qualify as prior rights –
legal certainty

• .eu, .be, (.hu, .it)



Conclusions

• Prevention in better than cure

• Harmonization enhances legal certainty 
throughout the EU



Thank you!
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