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CAP Support on “agricultural” 
and “forest land”

• Article 4(b) of the CAP Regulation says 
“agricultural area' shall be determined in a 
way that it is composed of arable land, 
permanent crops and permanent 
grassland, including when they form 
agroforestry systems on that area”.



What is “Agroforestry”?

FAO EU
“dynamic, ecologically based, natural 

resource management system that, 

through the integration of trees on farms 

and in the agricultural landscape, 

diversifies and sustains production for 

increased social, economic and 

environmental benefits for land users at 

all levels.”

“land use systems in which trees are 

grown in combination with agriculture on 

the same land. The minimum and 

maximum number of trees per hectare 

shall be determined by the Member 

States taking account of local 

pedoclimatic and environmental 

conditions, forestry species and the need 

to ensure sustainable agricultural use of 

the land..”

For CAP purposes it could be  …. “any 

group of trees on agricultural land which 

is not classified as a forest”



What is “Forest”?
The UN Framework Convention for Climate Change asks countries to set 3 things - area, crown cover and height



UNFCCC definition of “Forest”

UNFCCC - Marrakesh Accords 

CCC/CP/2001/13/Add.1

“Forest” is a minimum area of land of 0.05-1.0 

hectares with tree crown cover (or equivalent 

stocking level) of more than 10-30 per cent with 

trees with the potential to reach a minimum height 

of 2-5 metres at maturity in situ…

More detail “forest may consist either of closed forest formations 

where trees of various storeys and undergrowth cover a high 

proportion of the ground or open forest. Young natural stands and all 

plantations which have yet to reach a crown density of 10-30 per 

cent or tree height of 2-5 metres are included under forest, as are 

areas normally forming part of the forest area which are temporarily 

unstocked as a result of human intervention such as harvesting or 

natural causes but which are expected to revert to forest”.

EU Member States defined their forests in the LULUCF 
Regulation (2018/841)- copses smaller than “forests” 
can be regarded as “agroforestry”.



Clarify “agroforestry land use” in the CAP in all EU languages
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Define “agroforestry types” in the CAP in all EU languages


