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+ 1,1%

+4,4 %

-5,6 %

Source: OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2022-2031 - © OECD 2022
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Proposal for Verandas & Ranging areas increase risk for Bird Health

• The requirement for Verandas and Ranging areas are
associated with significant higher risk to bird health

• EU field data clearly shows high incidence of foot pad
dermatitis in flocks where outside space is used - only
54.1% FPD freedom (De Jong & te Beest,2020)

• This is contrary to the objective to reduce foot pad
dermatitis incidence, undoing the good progress made
already in the EU broiler sector

• Adding verandas and ranging areas would dramatically
increase the risk of Avian Influenza exposure, leading to
higher depopulations and resulting poor impact on welfare

• This would be the case even if any vaccine programme
would be successful

de Jong, I., & te Beest, D. (2020). Development of the ‘animal welfare’ dimension within the Greenwell 
sustainability assessment model: 2. Data for all production stages and calculation of scores for the broiler 
on-farm stage. (Report / Wageningen Livestock Research; No. 1260). Wageningen Livestock 
Research. https://doi.org/10.18174/524330










