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Global Wool Production by Type of Wool
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EU STRATEGY FOR 

SUSTAINABLE AND 

CIRCULAR TEXTILES



The availability of 
cheap polyester 
clothing has been 
the primary 
enabler of fast 
fashion
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FAST FASHION





EU Goals for Textiles





1. Climate change

2. Ozone depletion

3. Human toxicity cancer

4. Human toxicity – non-cancer

5. Eco-toxicity – freshwater

6. Particulate matter

7. Ionising radiation

8. Photochemical ozone

9. Acidification

10. Eutrophication – terrestrial

11. Eutrophication aquatic

12. Eutrophication – marine

13. Land use

14. Resource depletion – water

15. Resource depletion fossil fuels

16. Resource depletion – minerals

17. Plastic waste

18. Microplastics

19. Circularity

THE PEF METHOD 
MEASURES MANY 
ELEMENTS, BUT 
OVERLOOKS KEY 
IMPACTS OF 
POLYESTER

• Plastic waste

• Microplastics

Without 

measuring the 

key impacts of 

polyester:

PEF cannot effectively 

deliver EU Green Deal 

goals:



LIKE ALL LCAs, 
PEF TARGETS 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
HARM • PEF/LCA ≠ sustainability

• PEF/LCA ≠ renewability

• PEF/LCA ≠ biodegradability
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Make The Label Count  

REQUEST: 
A Level Playing Field for All Fibres   







Thank you!

Jeannette Cook

Communications Manager

cook@iwto.org

www.iwto.org

IWTO
International Wool Textile Organisation

mailto:cook@iwto.org
http://www.iwto.org/
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