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MONITORING EU AGRI-FOOD TRADE:  

DEVELOPMENTS JANUARY 2021 

 

JANUARY 2021: EU27 AGRI-FOOD TRADE DECREASES SIGNIFICANTLY  

In January 2021, EU27 agri-food trade (exports plus imports) reached a value of 

€22.6 billion; i.e. 13% less than in January 2020. EU27 exports decreased by 

11%, reaching €13.5 billion. EU27 imports attained €9.1 billion, 16% less than 

in January 2020. Looking at the developments from the perspective of preceding 

months, in January 2021 the value for EU27 exports fell by 15% when comparing 

to December 2020 and the value of EU imports decreased by 9%. 

mailto:Agri-A1@ec.europa.eu
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EU27 EXPORTS: MAJOR FALL WITH EU EXPORTS TO 

THE UK  

On a year over year basis, the highest increases in 

monthly export values (January 2021 compared to 

January 2020, EUR million) were recorded for 

China (+€146 m, +11%). This continued to be 

primarily driven by an increase in the EU exports of 

pig meat (+€90 m, +20%), however at a slower 

pace than recorded in previous months due to the 

Chinese sanitary restrictions on pig meat imports 

from some EU countries. Other products with 

highest gains in export values to China continued 

to be coarse grains (+€71 m), and rapeseed and 

sunflower oils (+€51 m). 

Apart from China, other countries for which the 

value of EU agri-food exports increased most 

include Chile (+€29 m, +55%), Pakistan (+€24 

m, +101%), Norway (+€24 m, +6%), Lebanon 

(+€18 m, +37%) and Canada (+€17 m, +6%).  

 

 

 

On the other hand, the EU27 export values in 

January 2021 decreased most to the United 

Kingdom (-€792 m, -24%). The significant falls in 

EU27 exports concern the majority of agri-food 

products. Looking at the developments from the 

perspective of preceding months, the value of EU27 

exports to the UK were 32% lower than in 

December 2020 following the decrease of 9% 

already in November 2020. 

Other destinations, for which the value of EU27 

agri-food exports fell most, include the United 

States (-€254 m, -14%), the Russian Federation 

(-€110 m, -17%), Japan (-€66 m, -11%) and 

Saudi Arabia (-€62 m, -18%).  

The main EU27 export destinations in January 2021 

were the UK, the USA, China, Switzerland and 

Russia. Almost 50% of EU agri-food exports went 

to these five countries. 

EU27 EXPORTS: DECREASE DRIVEN BY FALLS OF 

SOME TOP EU EXPORT PRODUCTS  

Looking at product categories, the highest 

increases in export values (though minor) in 

January 2021 compared to the same month 2020 

were reported for pet food (+€17 m, +4%), 

rapeseed and sunflower oils (+€15 m, +6%), 

citrus fruit (+€11 m, +10%), oilcakes (+€8 m, 

+16%), cocoa paste and powder (+€7 m, +5%).   

On the other hand, significant reductions in EU 

exports in value terms were noted in sectors 

largely affected by lockdowns and economic crises 

induced by the COVID-19 pandemic. Biggest 

decline continued to be reported in exports of 

product categories such as wine (-€188 m, -17%), 

infant food (-€142 m, -20%), preparations of 

vegetables and fruit (-€89 m, -15%), chocolate 

and confectionary (-€79 m, -12%), fresh and 

chilled vegetables (-€64 m, -11%), spirits and 

liqueurs (-€63 m, -11%).   

The top EU agri-food export products in January 

2021 included wine, pig meat, pasta and bakery 

products, chocolate and confectionary, and infant 

food. These products accounted for more than 26% 

of EU27 total agri-food exports.  

 

EU27 IMPORTS: SHARP FALL IN EU IMPORTS FROM 

THE UNITED KINGDOM  

The value of January 2021 EU27 agri-food imports 

compared to January 2020 increased most from 

Malaysia (+€25 m, +15%), India (+€21 m, 

+11%), Brazil (+€14 m, +2%), Nigeria (+€13 m, 

+31%) and Pakistan (+€12 m, +34%).  

 

On the other hand, the EU27 import values 

decreased most to the United Kingdom (-€874 m, 

-67%). This relates to the end of the transition 

period on 31 December 2020 following the UK 

departure from the EU. All agri-food product 
categories reported decreasing imports from the 

UK.  
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Other countries, for which EU27 imports fell most 

in value terms, included Argentina (-€126 m, 

-37%); and the United States (-€88 m, -8%). 

Significant falls in agri-food imports remained also 

to be reported for Indonesia (-€83 m, -20%); and 

China (-€64 m, -12%). 

The top origins for EU agri-food imports in January 

2021 included the USA, Brazil, Ukraine, China and 

the United Kingdom. These countries accounted for 

almost 35% of EU27 agri-food imports in value 

terms.  

 

EU27 IMPORTS:  FALLING IMPORTS OF COARSE 

GRAINS, OILCAKES AND SPIRITS  

Looking at product categories imported in January 

2021 compared to January 2020, the highest 

increases in import values were reported for soya 

beans (+€139 m, +33%), rapeseed and sun 

flower oils (+€36 m, +15%), oilcakes (+€35 m, 

+7%), eggs and honey (+€8 m, +15%), and olive 

oil (+€6 m, +28%).  

On the other hand, imports of tropical fruit 

(-€270 m, -21%), palm and palm kernel oil 

(-€129 m, -26%), spirits and liqueurs (-€102 m, 

-45%), bovine meat (-€96 m, -49%), and coarse 

grains (-€90 m, -24%) have continued to decrease 

most in value terms.  

The top EU agri-food import products in January 

2021 included fruit (tropical and other than citrus), 

oilcakes, unroasted coffee and tea, palm and palm 

kernel oil. These products accounted for nearly 

31% of EU27 agri-food imports.  

 

EXPANDING SURPLUS IN EU27 AGRI-FOOD TRADE 

With exports and imports both decreasing, but with 

stronger falls on the import side, the agri-food 

trade surplus in January 2021 stood at €4.4 

billion, an increase of 3.6% compared to January 

2020.  
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TABLE 1: EU27 AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES PER PARTNER COUNTRIES  

 

 

TABLE 2: EU27 AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – TOP 20 DESTINATIONS 

 

PARTNER/PERIOD
Share

2020
2019 2020 Jan-21

% %

Extra-EU27 100.0  181 711  184 331  13 515 - 1 614 -10.7

United Kingdom 22.7  41 351  41 822  2 491 -  792 -24.1

United States 11.6  21 839  21 451  1 558 -  254 -14.0

China       9.6  14 477  17 693  1 469   146 11.0

Switzerland 4.9  8 359  9 035   702 -  20 -2.8

Russian Federation 3.7  7 024  6 844   521 -  110 -17.4

Japan       3.8  7 254  6 978   520 -  66 -11.3

Norway 2.6  4 456  4 845   403   24 6.3

Saudi Arabia 2.3  3 658  4 306   283 -  62 -17.9

Turkey      1.7  3 413  3 057   276 -  46 -14.4

Canada      2.0  3 547  3 637   275   17 6.4

Australia   1.7  2 999  3 189   239 -  1 -0.6

Korea,  Republic of 1.6  2 967  3 029   227 -  50 -17.9

Algeria     1.6  2 491  2 985   204 -  9 -4.1

Ukraine 1.5  2 454  2 842   203 -  17 -7.8

Morocco     1.2  1 756  2 169   181 -  54 -23.1

Hong Kong   1.4  2 797  2 540   175 -  13 -7.1

United Arab Emirates 1.1  2 383  2 119   167 -  40 -19.3

Israel 1.2  2 012  2 141   159 -  16 -9.1

Brazil      1.0  1 798  1 752   157 -  1 -0.9

South Africa 0.9  1 733  1 626   157 -  24 -13.0

Other countries 21.8  42 942  40 271  3 148 -  224 -7.1

Difference

Jan-21 to 

Jan-20

Yearly data Monthly data

million EUR million EUR
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TABLE 3: EU27 AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES PER PRODUCT CATEGORIES 

 

 

TABLE 4: EU27 AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – TOP 20 PRODUCT CATEGORIES 
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TABLE 5: EU27 AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES PER PARTNER COUNTRIES 

 

TABLE 6: EU27 AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – TOP 20 ORIGINS 
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TABLE 7: EU27 AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES PER PRODUCT CATEGORIES 

 

TABLE 8: EU27 AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – TOP 20 PRODUCT CATEGORIES 
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EU27 AGRI-FOOD TRADE BALANCE (EXPORTS – IMPORTS) BY PRODUCT CATEGORY 

 


