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Note to the reader 

The latest available consolidated trade data at EU 
level cover market developments until October 2022. 
Monthly figures can be compared with the previous 
month. Year-to-year change compares the cumulative 
trade since the beginning of the year with the same 
period in the previous year.  

The trade figures are expressed in values, except 
when specifically mentioned. The unit value is the 
average price of products traded in the period 
concerned (trade value at the border divided by 
quantity registered). 
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HIGHLIGHTS: EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS INCREASE 
IN OCTOBER 2022 WEIGHED ON TRADE BALANCE 

EU imports of agriculture and food products continued to increase for three months in a row, and reached 

EUR 15.7 billion (a 3% increase compared to the previous month). EU import value grew in October 2022 

due to price increases, chiefly for soya meals, rapeseed, wheat and sunflower oil. 

EU agri-food exports slightly decreased in October 2022, to reach EUR 20.7 billion, while still being the 

second highest point in 2022. The decrease of EU exports is mainly due to a drop in exports of spirits and 
liqueurs as well as for cheese and curd. While exported volumes of cheese and curd declined month-to-
month, both volumes and prices dropped for the spirits and liqueurs exports. On the other hand, we observed 
an increase in exports of cereal preparations and wine. 

In total, EU agri-food trade reached again a record value. The monthly trade flows reached their highest point 
for 2022, at EUR 36.5 billion. The EU agri-food trade balance declined month-to-month, to reach EUR 5.0 

billion, a 13% drop compared to the previous month. 
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EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS 

EU EXPORTS TO CHINA PARTIALLY 

COMPENSATED LOSSES WITH US AND UK 

EU agri-food exports decreased by 1.2% month-to-

month, in value terms. For the two main trade 

partners, exports declined, i.e. for the United States 

(-5% compared to September, -EUR 137.6 million) 

and for the United Kingdom (-2%, -EUR 68.8 million). 

Exports to China increased month-to-month (+3%, 

+EUR 46 million) and exports to Switzerland 

remained stable. 

EU top export products to China in October were 

cereal preparations (20% of total EU agri-food 

exports to China), frozen pigmeat (16%), pig offal 

(8%), spirits and liqueurs (7%) and wine (5%). After a 

stable and low first half of 2022, pig exports to China 

started to increase. Frozen pigmeat exports increased 

by 101% from July to October 2022, to reach EUR 

248 million (a value not seen since June 2021) and 

offal exports rose by 18%. 

Trade developments in January-October 2022 

EU exports to the US in the first ten months of 2022 

reached EUR 24.4 billion. This is 29% higher than the 

three-year average for the same period. The rise has 

been  coming  from  an increase  in  unit  values  of a  

wide range of products. This was particularly the case 

for wine as well as for spirits and liqueurs, for which 

exported volumes decreased in 2022 compared to 

2021, while export values increased.  

EU exports to the UK have reached EUR 39.5 billion 

from January to October 2022 (+15% compared to 

2021). For the most exported products to the UK, all 

unit price of EU exports increased compared to 2021 

(mainly for poultry meat preparations and potatoes). 

HIGH EXPORT VALUES FOR CEREALS AND 

CEREAL PRODUCTS UNTIL OCTOBER 2022 

Cereals exports from January to October reached a 

value of EUR 14.4 billion (+46% compared to the 

same period in 2021). Despite the steep increase in 

exported volumes during the summer (see graphs 

below), the total exports of cereals in 2022 was 4% 

lower compared to the same period in 2021. Cereals 

preparations exports were up by 22% (in value terms) 

in Jan-Oct 2022 compared to 2021. 

In 2022, monthly wheat exports increased drastically 

over the summer (as shown below in the graph) both 

in terms of quantity exported and value. However, the 

average price of exported wheat for the EU declined 

over the period June-September (-9%). 
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EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS 
 

IMPORTS SLIGHTLY INCREASED IN 

OCTOBER 2022 

EU imports in October 2022 reached EUR 15.7 billion. 

It is a 3% increase and reaching a new record level. 

EU agri-food imports from Brazil declined in October 

2022 (-17% compared to Sept.). Imports from 

Ukraine continued to increase (+25% compared to 

Sept.). Brazil and Ukraine are the top two countries 

for EU agri-food imports and the value of imports 

from these countries are 20% higher compared to 

the United Kingdom (which is the 3d most important). 

Imports from Ukraine started to increase in May, and 

attained EUR 9.5 billion for the period Jan-Oct 2022. 

The first top products (maize, sunflower oil, sunflower 

seeds and rapeseed) represented 70%. Highest 

increases in October were recorded for wheat (+EUR 

131 million month-to-month), rapeseed (+EUR 66 

million) and for sunflower oil (+EUR 58 million). 

 

LOWER EU PALM OIL IMPORTS IN 

JANUARY-OCTOBER 2022 

Palm oil imports retreated somewhat in October 

compared to September to reach in total 4.1 million 

tonnes for the period January-October 2022. This is 

16% less compared to the same period in 2021. In 

the same time, the import value increased by 27%, to 

reach EUR 5.4 billion. 

EU monthly imports of maize also dropped in 

October, after a peak in September (-19%). 

Compared to last year, the total EU imports from 

January to October reached 18.6 million tonnes 

(+66% compared to the same period in 2021).  

Over the period January-October 2022, EU coffee 

imports reached EUR 10.7 billion. It is a 63% increase 

compared to last year in the same period. At the 

same time, the overall volumes imported increased 

very slightly, by 6% (see below). 

 

  

 

 



   

6 
 

 

FOCUS 
Wheat and maize surplus and deficit across world regions (1961 – 2019) 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Global food security was recently compromised further by the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, jeopardising the livelihoods of million people. International 
organisations have called to support efficient production and trade as part of the response to the 
global food security crisis. This section presents historical evolutions in consumption and production 
trends across FAO regions namely Europe and Central Asia1, Africa, Asia-Oceania and the Americas.  

 
For wheat, there is a remarkable deficit in Asia, driven by an increase in consumption over the whole 
period, mainly driven by China and India, which is not matched by an increase in production. Similarly, 
in Africa, per capita consumption grew until the 2000s and then plateaus but, with a growing 
population, increased urbanisation and stagnating production, the deficit has widened. In parallel, 
other regions steadily increased their net exporting status. 

 

 
As regards maize, the consumption in Europe slightly increased, but more slowly than production, 
which allowed a reduction of the deficit. Starting in 2010, the deficit of maize in the EU-27 was slowly 
reinstated. Asia’s consumption grew steadily and was not matched by an equivalent production 
increase, resulting in large imports during the last decade. The surplus in the Americas has been driven 
by the USA until the 2000s (in parallel of an increase in consumption) and then by Brazil and 
Argentina (where at the same time consumption increased markedly since the mid-1990s). 
 

1. FAO Europe region includes 54 countries from continental Europe, including Russia and the Balkan peninsula. 
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TABLE 1 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 2 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 3 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 4 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 5 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 6 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 7 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 8 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 9 

AGRI-FOOD TRADE BALANCE (MILLION EUR) 
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