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Increasing public awareness 



Impacts of Air Pollution in the EU 

Health impacts EU 

• over 400.000 premature 
deaths 

• over 450 Million restricted 
activity days 

European Air Quality Values                  WHO Guidelines 

Sources: EEA, Air Quality in Europe (2014) and SOER (2015) 
Eutrophication in the EU in 2010 

Ecosystem impacts EU 

• 63% of ecosystem area and 73% Natura2000 
area exceeding eutrophication limits 

• 9% forest and 25% lake area exceeding 
acidification limits 

 
63% 

Population in urban areas exposed to air pollution 
levels above limit values.  



• From over 400.000 premature deaths a year now to 
around 200.000 in 2030 (52% reduction) 

• From 463 million restricted activity days to 260 
million (44% reduction) 

• 35% less eutrophication (NOx, NH3) & 85% less 
acidification (SO2, NH3) 

• Targets existing compliance problems via lower 
background pollution & better governance 

• Compliance costs only €2,2 bn/yr where the direct 
cost savings are €3 bn/yr 

• External cost reductions (health only): €44 -140 bn/yr 

The Clean Air Policy Package 

NEC Emission reduction 

commitments related to 2005 

  2020 2030 
Δ '20-

'30 

SO2 59% 81% 22% 

NOx 42% 69% 27% 

VOC  28% 50% 22% 

NH3 6% 27% 21% 

PM2.5 22% 51% 29% 

CH4 - 33% 33% 

52% 



Source: IIASA, TSAP Report #16 (2015) 

Maximum technologically feasible 

Additional measures 

Existing legislation 

Changes in activity levels 

MAIN FOCUS ON 
PM2.5 and NH3 

Review of the NEC 



Contribution agriculture to urban  PM2.5 levels in several 
EU Member States 

Source: IIASA, TSAP Report #12 (2014) 

Ammonia and PM NH3 harms human health 
by forming secondary 

particulate matter (PM) 
 



Key measures for NH3 reduction 

• Improved storage of 
manure (e.g., closed 
tanks) at large farms 

• Improved application 
of manure on soil, 
e.g., trailing hose, slot 
injection (for large 
farms) 

• Improved application 
of urea fertilizer 
or substitution by 
ammonium nitrate 

Source: IIASA 



Aspects agricultural sector 

• The proposal is not forcing to change to 
intensive farming 

• The proposal is not targeting on the 
smallest farms 

• Member States can provide support by 
earmarking resources under the Rural 
Development Funds  

• Achieving reductions is possible and cost-
effective and measures are already widely 
applied in some Member States 

• Reductions in the past are fully taken into 
consideration 
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State of Play - Council 

General Approach adopted 16 December 2015: 

•  24 MS in favour, 3 against (AT, DK and PL) 1 
abstention (DE).  

• Reduction commitments weakened to 48% 
health impact reduction 

• Methane reduction commitments deleted  

• Unbalanced effort sharing between sectors 
and Member States  Commissioner Vella and LU Minister Dieschbourg  

source: http://www.eu2015lu.eu/ 

• Additional flexibilities introduced: 
• Average of 3 years in case of a particularly cold winter/dry summer, or unforeseen economic activities; 

• Force majeure: no non-compliance when caused by a sudden and exceptional interruption or loss of capacity in 
the power and/or heat supply or production system; 

• Compensate non-compliance by an equivalent emission reduction (max 5 years and only for few MS with more 
stringent commitments than identified in TSAP 16; 

• allowing adjustments to accomodate emission factors. 

 

 

48% 



State of Play - European Parliament 

Vote in EP (Plenary) on 28 October 2015: 

• Agreed with level of ambition for health 
improvement (52% reduction of premature 
deaths), including the target for NH3 

• Setting binding reductions targets for 2025 

• Kept methane in, however excluding enteric 
methane produced by ruminant livestock. 

• Better oversight on the delivery of EU source 
control measures + immediate action on Real 
Driving Emissions of Euro VI 

• No new ‘flexibility mechanisms’  

• Setting up of the EU ‘Clean Air Forum’ 

52% 



What's left for Trilogues 

Discussion points for Trilogues 

  
Overall health 

improvement 
NH3 CH4 2025 target Flexibility 

COM 52% 27%-25% In Non-binding Little 

EP 52% 25% 
In except 

enteric 
Binding Little  

COUNCIL 48% 18% Out Non-binding More 

16.000 additional 
premature deaths a 

year in the EU 

Over 4000 
additional 

premature deaths a 
year in the EU 

Already 40% 
reduced burden 



State of Play - Trilogues 

First reading trilogues to find a 
compromise agreement between EP and 
Council  

• 4th trilogue tonight (8 June 2016) 
Could be settled, if not then: 

• Environmental Council: 20 June 2016 

• 5th trilogue before end of June 
If then settled: 

• Agreement during Dutch Presidency 
else? 

 

 

 

 



After the Trilogues 

• Implementation of the new NEC by the Member States 

• Establishment of a Clean Air Forum (Clean Air Programme for Europe), to 
facilitate the coordinated implementation of EU air policies at different 
levels (i.e. international, national, and local scale) via a.o. structured 
dialogues to exchange technical knowledge and good practices. 



Also check out our new Cleaner Air Infographic 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/cleaner_air/index.html 

 



 

• More Information 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/review_air_policy.htm 

 

• Feedback 
• ENV-AIR@ec.europa.eu 

 

• Thank you! 
 

• Roald Wolters 

• European Commission 

• DG ENV.C.3 - Air 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/review_air_policy.htm
mailto:ENV-AIR@ec.europa.eu
mailto:ENV-AIR@ec.europa.eu
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