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Stronger Connected
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The Rural Action Plan (RAP) - EC

9 flagships : (short titles from the Communication)

 Rural revitalisation platform

 Research and innovation for rural 
communities

 Sustainable multimodal mobility best practices 
for rural areas

 EU mission « A soil deal for Europe »

 Climate action in peatland through carbon 
farming 

 Rural Digital Futures

 Support rural municipalities in energy 
transition and fighting climate change

 Social resilience and Women in rural areas 

 Entrepreneurship and social economy in rural 
areas. 

and 
15 accompanying 

actions



R&I for 
rural 

communities
Objectives

Support the development of innovation by 
and for rural communities

Training and knowledge exchange to 
accelerate spread and adoption of 

innovation

Strengthen innovation ecosystems and the 
analysis of factors triggering rural innovation

Stronger rural areas: empowering rural actors to innovate



• Expertise and training centre on rural innovation (call 2021)

• Smart solutions for smart rural communities (call 2022)

• Women-led innovation (call 2022)

• Analysis on spatial mobility (accompanying action)

• More to come in 2023-2024!

Rural focused R&I activities under Horizon 
Europe

• Rural networks (ENRD, EIP-AGRI)

• Preparatory actions on smart villages

• R&I Smart specialisation platforms

• Yearly forum of start-up villages (launch event on 16.11.21)

Connecting rural innovation actors

R&I for 
rural 

communities
Actions



Other
research
related

activities

Flagship: EU Mission 
« A soil deal for Europe: 100 
living labs and lighthouses to 
lead the transition towards
healthy soils by 2030 »

Research and innovation 
for the rural observatory

file:///C:/Users/roubale/AppData/Local/Temp/1/KI0121196ENN.en.pdf


Vision for
rural areas

#RuralVisionEU

Thank you for 
your attention!
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