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THE EESC REPRESENTS ORGANISED CIVIL SOCIETY

The EESC members are ordinary Europeans from a variety of organisations, divided into 3 groups:

Employers i Workers n | Civil Society

o Group I Organisations

Employers federations, . Trade Unions Y Group I

Chambers of Commerce, M PSSR Farmers, Consumers, NGOs, 7
SME organisations... , Professions, Disabilities,
‘ Academics, Cooperatives...



http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.group-1
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.group-2
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.group-3

Key characteristics of the EESC evaluation report

Feed into the ongoing evaluation of the Commission (complementary)

Aims at making visible the views of civil society organizations across the EU
(EESC’s added value: access to European civil society network)

Data collection tools:

= Missions in 5 EU countries (FR/RO/LT/FI/IE): structured interviews
" Online questionnaire: complementing the missions in the 5 MS

Evaluation criteria: effectiveness, relevance, inclusion of civil society and added
value



Format of the EESC Evaluation Report

7 pages of clearly distinguished
conclusions and recommendations
based on the findings of the country
missions and questionnaire

[ Technical annex including information
from the virtual meetings and
guestionnaire, and a list of the
organisations consulted
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More information on our
webpage:
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en/our-work/opinions-
information-
reports/information-
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Background

As of 1 August 2017. the EU combined the EU school fruit. vegetables and milk scheme under a single legal framework:


https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/information-reports/evaluation-eu-school-scheme
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Results in brief

How would you rate the EU school scheme in your country in terms of

effectiveness, ranging from 1 to 10?
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In your opinion, how effective has the EU school scheme been in achieving the
following horizontal objectives:

Increasing children's fruit intake

Increasing children's vegetable intake

Increasing childrens's milk intake [T e

neeasing chiftrenss milkproduct T N
intake

Enhancing viable food production [ IS
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m Very effective = Moderately effective  m Not very effective m Not at all effective ®mUnsure



EESC’s key recommendations to make the scheme more effective/ relevant

d

considerable simplification of the general procedure by Member States (digitalisation,
centralisation of public procurement and administrative documents, mobilisation of
existing systemes,...),

improve the promotion and communication of the scheme to relevant stakeholders,
(EC and MS), monitor and evaluate, and integrate the scheme into regional or
national food policies,

The EC to create a guide to best practice, including specific support for school staff

increase the possibilities for spending the allocated funds, especially on education,
boost the funds dedicated to the scheme and give Member States more flexibility



EESC’s key recommendations to make the scheme more effective/ relevant

d Member States' health authorities to broaden the scope of allowed products (e.g.
sweet products for yoghurts and fats for raw vegetables) to combat food waste, and

promote more environmentally-friendly packaging

[ include social factors in the scheme to improve support for disadvantaged children,

d MS to considerably strengthen support for producers :

d Use updated prices taking production costs into account and shorter deadlines for payment
[ strengthen the supply of local products (including origin, short supply chain and quality

criteria in calls to tender)
d promote associations of producer groups to make farmers more competitive and better

able to respond to calls for tender;
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Do the public authorities in your Member State include the social partners and
civil society organisations in the design and implementation of the EU school
scheme?
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EESC’s key recommendations to better include civil society

Need to improve the communication about the scheme as the participation of civil
society, including parents and families, is generally insufficient,

Provide technical tools for teachers and school staff responsible for the scheme,
enabling them to get parents involved,

Member States to identify representative civil society organisations and the social
partners, and provide them with all the necessary elements and information related to
the scheme in order to motivate them and improve their participation,

at school level, set up regular meetings to inform and consult parents about this
scheme and the major challenges it has to address.



Ta ke away mESSagES: What is your opinion of the EU school scheme in your

country?
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Avez-vous des questions a poser?
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