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1. What is Agroforestry?

The CAP Strategic Plans give 28 definitions
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EU Member States now have own definitions of Agroforestry 
… 

• ICRAF (1): “The deliberate growing of woody perennials on 
the same unit of land as agricultural crops and/or animals, 
either in some form of spatial mixture or sequence” 
(Lundgren 1982)

• ICRAF (2): “A dynamic, ecologically based, natural resource 
management system that, through the integration of trees in 
farm- and rangeland, diversifies and sustains smallholder 
production for increased social, economic and environmental 
benefits”(Leakey 1996)

• USDA: “The intentional growing of trees and shrubs in 
combination with crops or forage ... agroforestry is 
distinguished from traditional forestry by having the 
additional aspect of a closely associated agricultural or 
forage crop.” (USDA 2011)

• NOW every EU Member State now has its own AF definition 
(EURAF Policy Briefing #22)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13dlN6x62uRk6lBgWkX1w-zDNsNhRJIpZH9IpKiXWjP4/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
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The difference between “Forest Land” and “Agricultural Land” …
…. is in EURAF Typology of Agroforestry Systems … but CADASTRES need linking
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New Landscape Features - Biodiversity Strategy (>10%) 

See EURAF Policy Briefing #21

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uYCbb4arxXNSJ6pqW38_w1AQg9FQf2Fb8tmObu0SJ9U/edit
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2. Case studies from across Europe
water resilience in agroforestry systems
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Poland
Good practices from Poland: water balance and microclimate
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@PESFORWARD COST-Action, 2019

1.
2.

3.

Results from EU-funded projects (case studies CH)
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Greece

(Soil) Good practices from Greece: soil stabilisation & multiple production

� Intercropping in an oak agroforestry 
system in Kea island (Aegean sea)

� Valonia oak + Barley (Hordeum 
vulgare) as animal feed

A traditional practice where acorn cups are used for 
tannery, the acorns and the annual crop production as 

animal feed and the trees conserve the soil from erosion 
(stabilise the terraces) European Union’s Seventh Framework 

Program for research, technological  
development and demonstration under 
grant agreement no 613520
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3. Conclusions - what is to be done?
“Plant more ToFs” (Trees Outside Forests)
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1. New Targets for Afforestation & 
Agroforestatioin - 1 million trees/ha/yr

https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2020-05/f2f_action-plan_2020_strategy-info_en.pdf
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2. Focus new planting on “tree deserts”

Priority planting areas, where tree cover 
density (% tree cover) on agricultural land 
is particularly low. Source: Copernicus tree 

cover density 2015 overlaid on LUCAS 
agricultural land use.

EURAF Policy Briefing #2

Den Herder et al. (2017) estimate that the total 
area under agroforestry in the EU 27 is about 
15.4 million ha which is equivalent to about 3.6% 
of the territorial area and 8.8% of the utilised 
agricultural area.

Den Herder et al (2020) show that 1.69 million 
km2 of European agricultural land has 0% tree 
cover. An area of 1.71 million km2 of agricultural 
land has less than 1% tree cover.  These could be 
priority areas for agroforestry tree planting.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dd0-pugx92iEzlsa3CwtmqN57NIEu-5Sr_reaoFXtJg/edit
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/315380865_Current_extent_and_trends_of_agroforestry_in_the_EU27
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dd0-pugx92iEzlsa3CwtmqN57NIEu-5Sr_reaoFXtJg/edit
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Thank you for your attention

Secretariat (at) euraf.net
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https://www.resalliance.eu/
https://distender.eu/
https://digitaf.eu/
https://www.project-credible.eu/get-involved

