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EXISTING CHALLENGES IN IPR ENFORCEMENT

EXISTING CHALLENGES

EU Trade:  

1 - See: https://euipo.europa.eu/tunnel-web/secure/webdav/guest/document_library/observatory/ documents/reports/trends_in_trade_in_counterfeit_and_pirated_goods/trends_in_trade_in_counterfeit_and_pirated_goods_en.pdf

6.8%
of imports from the rest of the world consist 
of fakes, up from 5% in the earlier study1

1%
Customs authorities 
manage to inspect

https://euipo.europa.eu/tunnel-web/secure/webdav/guest/document_library/observatory/documents/reports/trends_in_trade_in_counterfeit_and_pirated_goods/trends_in_trade_in_counterfeit_and_pirated_goods_en.pdf


Categories of articles infringing IPR detained at the EU border - 2017

 Foodstuffs: 25%

Source: DG Taxud 2017 Report on the
EU customs enforcement of intellectual
property rights at the EU border



Categories of articles infringing IPR detained at the EU border - 2018

 Foodstuff: 5%

Source: DG Taxud 2018 Report on the
EU customs enforcement of intellectual
property rights at the EU border



EU Customs detentions and GIs

Regulation (EU) 
608/2013 concerning 
customs enforcement of 
intellectual property rights

 Rights holders – a 
proactive role: 
Applications for Action 
(AFAs)

 IPRs in % of goods 
detained in 2018: 0,11% 
of GI

Source: DG Taxud 2018 Report on the EU customs enforcement
of intellectual property rights at the EU border



THE EU PLATFORM FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF IPRS

OBSERVATORY



The Exchange Information function

The tool is a free of charge, secure platform enabling real-time exchange of information 
between right holders and enforcement authorities

Right holders enter information on 
their products, such as contact data, 
logistics, identifiers, packaging, prior 

cases, etc. and upload their IPRs

Enforcers can easily access the 
information with one search and have 
the assurance that the information is 
based on a valid IP right and the user 

behind has been authenticated 



View of enforcement authorities

One search, multiple results



Contact Points

 Who is the contact person 
of a given producer group 
for MS of the enforcer. 
Who speaks their 
language…?

 Is it a technical or a legal 
person…?

 Who is the main contact 
of the producer group –
always copied in to any 
notification form the 
authorities



IPR portfolio 

The trade mark and design information is uploaded directly from TMview and Designview. 
The information is refreshed nightly, so enforcers always know if there is a valid right they 
can enforce. GI’s are uploaded from the databases of DG AGRI (soon from GIview).



Product information

 Information that will 
help enforcers to 
detect counterfeits



Product Portfolio

 Rights holders decide which 
enforcement authority can view their 
product information



Customs Application for Action (AFAs) – electronic filing and extension 

 File e-AFAs in all EU 
languages

 AFAs can include only 
GIs

 Pre-admissibility check 
on mandatory 
information following 
Customs Regulation(EU) 
no. 608/2013



IP Enforcement Portal

FREE
supported by EUIPO

SECURE
Access through customs secure 
network CCN and other secure 
tunnels as guaranteed by the 
security audit (SOC2)

MULTILINGUAL
Information available in 
23 languages

Certified by:



Producer groups & national authorities – request an account

A producer group or national authority can request an 
account based on a GI

 Producer groups and/or 
national authorities can 
have an account or 
manage the accounts of 
their members.

 National authorities 
authenticate producer 
groupsor

To request an account contact 
ipenforcementportal@euipo.europa.eu

mailto:ipenforcementportal@euipo.Europa.eu


Producer groups & national authorities – request an account – in GIview

Soon to come!

 Authentication 
done through 
GIview
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