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Presenter
Presentation Notes
GOOD AFTERNOON LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. MY NAME IS KAI LINTUNEN, I AM THE HEAD OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION AT THE FINNISH FORERST ASSOCIATION.  I ALSO SERVE AS THE LEADER OF THE FAO-UNECE FOREST COMMUNICATORS NETWORK. 


Public perception: on forests and forestry
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you commission for inviting me over. We will end the presentations with a subjct we all need to excel in. Let us start with a past view of what europe thinks.   Communications Experts were invited by SFC to help to develop a EU forest comms strat 2009. The basis we worked on is the public perception survey the European comission commissoned in 2009 representative, covering the then 27 member states


Strategic Framework for
Forest Communication in Europe
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Presentation Notes
Using this as a spring board, we developed botha eu comms starat and  wider Strategic Framework for Forest Communication in Europe. 
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Presentation Notes
Now 10 years after we lack fresh infromation on the perceptions of the citizens. A lot of things have developed and changed. Even more challenges have appeared it seems.
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Public perception on
total forest area development in Europe

®m Dont know 3,3 %

® Increasing a lot 2,7 %
Increasing a little 13,2 %
Stable 22,2 %

m Decreasing a little 29,4 %

m Decreasing a lot 30,1 %
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Some of u might remember these charts but just to bring it up again SOME remarkable findings: although as we all know u can see the perception is different 60% believe the forest area is decreasing in Europe. This was 2009. at the moment we lack such solid recent information


Public perception on
damages and threats to forests
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Whwn asked about the biggest threats facing the European forests, harvesting and forest management appeared prominently. Harvesting is high on the threats to forests
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Key concerns regarding forests: EU citizens consider “conservation and protection” the by far most important topic when it comes to forests. It was named first by almost half of all respondents (43.8%). This was followed by other conservation-related topics: 
	- environmental issues, forest health and pollution (15.4%);
 	- and climate change (12.5%). 

Only a clear minority mentioned utilisation-related topics such as economic use and sustainable forest management (8%), recreation or ecosystem services (5.7% and 6.4%, respectively).



Public perception of Europeans on their forests

Forests going down
Utilisation a threat Conservation is priority
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So it is quite a sad state of affairs to put it bluntly
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Forests mean different things to different people. And the perceptions of people are influenced affected by many things, like this example here. We appreciate that the Eu forest strategy <2013) has a specific chapter on coordination & comms
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The perceptions of the citizens are influenced by many things such as this example..,





Forest Communicators Network scope
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Mandate by

UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
Committee on Forests and Forest Industries

UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
European Forestry Commission

Overall Objective

Help the sector improve its communication in order
to raise awareness of the importance of forest
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We need to be present and active in the discussion to promote solutions to societal challenges. Let me now go to the network & give some examples of what we do. The network is mandated by UNECE & FAO European Forestry Commission. I would like to emphasize that as all the 28 EU meber states are also members of the ECE and European Forestry Commission, FCN contributes to the EU Forest strategy implementation
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So the network has built into an extensive body of knowledge and exprtise LISTAA LAST 23 years great cooperation and concerted actions
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We aim at giving forestry a stronger voice through cooperation and concerted actions across country borders…..
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We have been invited by various institutions tio give strategic ciommunications advice on major events and projercts in order to cristallize the messages


A model for Forest Communicators Networks in other Regions

North America Asia-Pacific
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The network has been involved in setting up regional networks on other continents. Latest one was established in N Am last yearCOFO’s Committee requested FAO to establish a Global Coordination Group on forest communication to provide coordination on regional and global levels. Network was involved setting up
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There is a coordination grp between these networks. Its mandate is to act as think tank LISTAA
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Presentation Notes
The hundreds of international experts in these six networks idntify intnl… OUTSIDE THE FOREST SECTOR AS WELL


WELCOME

10 THE JUNGLE!

IS PROUD TO HOST
IF THE WORLD
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Here are a couple of examples. We started in a big way in 2015 at the WFC in Durban. On top odf securing the first communications session, Secured a global outreach concerted actions in social media comms session there
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This was followed by COFO committee of forests at FAO
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And the IUFRO 125 yr anniversary congress. THE MASSIVE WEALTH OF KNoWLEDGE the scientists have needs to be harnessed better to influence policy makeras and other stakeholkders, we have such  a strong case.
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Thanks to the networks, the importance of communication has been recognized. In fact, ever since the establishment of the regional networks, networks are being invited to major forest events of global and regional importance. This represents q shift on how comms are seen***190/1582/09613***








International Day
of Forests

21 March 21 March International Day of Forests

2015 Forests and Climate Change
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Forest CN have been asked to the formulation of messages of major intnl & global campaigns, in particular the IDF. Here is an example of how me 
Example 2015
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Creating the key messages a challenge given the complexity of the issue and the ambition to be relevant and applicable at global and local levels a the same time. Have a look

The video produced by FAO based on FCN advice became a big hit.
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It was a success CNN alone A BILLION
DW euronews al jazeera france 24 followed suir
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Collaboration/partnerships on international forest communication 4 3

United Nations strategic plan for forests, 2017-2030 XS
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1. Forests are among the world’s most prodr~* ba CO ‘T,\.,Lems and are essenti-* ) life on
earth. The United Nations Stratees’- m o . -2U30 (UNSPF) provir- nework
for actions at all levels -~ (0 _u types of forests and * e halt
deforestatior - a \|\Ce‘ ... 1he UNSPF also pre~ q “O‘ "\‘ SDG'S
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Vision

A worlc _..iere all types of forests and trees outside forests are sustainably managed, contribute to
sustainable development and provide economic, social, environmental and cultural benefits for
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Recent example, we worked w unff secretariat and supported in making of the commms strat for UN 


' _) IISD / SD6 KROWLEDGE LU NEWS COMMENTARY EVENTS ACTORS REGIONS SDGS Q
A project by 1ISD

? UNFF13 Links Strategic Plan

LAUREN ANDERSON

o ON Forests to SDG

and Water (US)

Achievement, Adopts

SHARE THIS

ooeo Communication Strategy

UN Photo/Kibae Park

STORY HIGHLIGHTS 2 UNFF13 focused on forest-related solutions for sustainable development, with delegates
addressing implementation of the UN Strategic Plan on Forests 2017-2030 (UNSPF),

announcing voluntary national contributions, and adopting a communication and outreach

strategy.
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Comms strat linked the UN stra plan on forests w sdgs. We were able to include susta forest use in msgs
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We also had a comms session at the last unff plebary


~AQ forestry newsroom

Eastern Eump&, the Caucasus and Central Asia agree to boost forest
communications

Forest communications experts from nine countries in Eastemn Euwropes. the Caucaswus and Central Asia have agresd o
atrengthen communications and boost the viskbility of forestry lssues In the region

Rapresentatives from Armenia Azsrbaijan, Belarus
Gaorgia. Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan
and the Russian Federation committed to setfing up a
regional sub group on forest Bswes of specific relevance
to the region within the UNECEFAD Forest
Communicators Metwork (FCN)

The commitment was the result of tha first regional workshop on forest communication for countries from Eastern
Europe, Cauvcasus and Cantral Asia_ which was hald in 5t Patersburg. Russian Fedaration. 1-3 Juna

Al the workshop, expers from govemment agencies. international organizations and NGOs shared information and
experences regarding forest communication. dentifled communication challenges and cpportunities. and analyzed
successful case studlas and sffective communication tools.

The meeling was organiced by FAD and the Federal Forestry Agency of the Russian Federation, with support foom
Awstria, Finland and the United Mations UNECEFAC FCMN.

Alexander Panfilow, Deaputy Head of the Russian Fedearal Forestry Agency. and Eugenia Serova, Director of FAO's
Liaison Office with tha Russian Fedaration, opanad the maating

The UNECE/FAD FCN already counts almost 200 members and aims o improve the ability of the forest sector to
communicate effectively within and cutside the sector by providing a forum for International cooperation and developing
the professionalism of forest communicators. FAD has facilitated the creation of a further five networks in Afrlca, Asia-
Pacific. Maditarransan and tha Near East, and Latin Amarica and thae Caribbaan

3
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A very important part of the activities is the capa building of forest commicators 


http://www.fao.org/forestry/communication-toolkit/91928/en/
http://www.fao.org/forestry/communication-toolkit/91928/en/
http://www.fao.org/forestry/communication-toolkit/91928/en/
http://www.fao.org/forestry/communication-toolkit/91928/en/

REGIONAL FOREST
COMMUNICATORS
WORKSHOPS

Promoting best practices
in forest communication

= P r ]
= Federal Ministry Z Deutsche Gesellschaft
5 B fiir Internationale
Republic ':'F Austria Zusammenarbeit (61Z) 6mbH
Sustainability and Toorism

Costa Rica
Kyrgyzstan
Morocco
Namibia
Niger

Peru
Philippines
Russia
South Africa
Tanzania
Thailand
Vietnam
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Network members have been asked to give expertise on workshops around the world like our finnish forest strqtegy says; when sustainability is advanced elsewhere it benefits us as well. 


RESTORING LAND, WATER &
COMMUNITY RESILIENCE

[.333 S

8™ WORLD CONFERENCE ON

ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION
September 24-28, 2019
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Ölooking ahead, we aim to influence outside the forest box next autumn againto build capacity
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And of course we contribute to the theme of the hour: The regional network members helped to promote the messages at the local, grass root  level...on tree planting IDF on tree planting events


150 million

new trees
planted
every year e
in Finland oo .
Te s ® ®
* 0

Every March 21st on the International Day of Forests, tens of
thousands of children sow pine seeds, who aspire to be trees..

... growing in the same Finnish forests as the 150 million new
trees that the forest sector plants every year
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I will conclude w a shameless promotion of finland. But this is only one side of the story. Scientists say that 4 out of 5 trees growing in finland are created naturally, by natural regeneration from existing trees
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I encourage you to engage and join forces in order to get one strong voice and widen outreach. We have achieved very good things with very little to no resources. For really making a difference we need more and continuity. But, FCN is only able to perform when supported by countries and organisations.
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