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Addressing the increased need on communicating about forests
-

The UNECE-FAO 
Forest Communicators Network 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GOOD AFTERNOON LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. MY NAME IS KAI LINTUNEN, I AM THE HEAD OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION AT THE FINNISH FORERST ASSOCIATION.  I ALSO SERVE AS THE LEADER OF THE FAO-UNECE FOREST COMMUNICATORS NETWORK. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you commission for inviting me over. We will end the presentations with a subjct we all need to excel in. Let us start with a past view of what europe thinks.   Communications Experts were invited by SFC to help to develop a EU forest comms strat 2009. The basis we worked on is the public perception survey the European comission commissoned in 2009 representative, covering the then 27 member states
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Presentation Notes
Using this as a spring board, we developed botha eu comms starat and  wider Strategic Framework for Forest Communication in Europe. 
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Presentation Notes
Now 10 years after we lack fresh infromation on the perceptions of the citizens. A lot of things have developed and changed. Even more challenges have appeared it seems.



Public perception on 
total forest area development in Europe

Dont know 3,3 %
Increasing a lot 2,7 %
Increasing a little 13,2 %
Stable 22,2 %
Decreasing a little 29,4 %
Decreasing a lot 30,1 %

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of u might remember these charts but just to bring it up again SOME remarkable findings: although as we all know u can see the perception is different 60% believe the forest area is decreasing in Europe. This was 2009. at the moment we lack such solid recent information



Public perception on
damages and threats to forests

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Whwn asked about the biggest threats facing the European forests, harvesting and forest management appeared prominently. Harvesting is high on the threats to forests



Key concerns regarding forests
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Key concerns regarding forests: EU citizens consider “conservation and protection” the by far most important topic when it comes to forests. It was named first by almost half of all respondents (43.8%). This was followed by other conservation-related topics: 	- environmental issues, forest health and pollution (15.4%); 	- and climate change (12.5%). Only a clear minority mentioned utilisation-related topics such as economic use and sustainable forest management (8%), recreation or ecosystem services (5.7% and 6.4%, respectively).



Public perception of Europeans on their forests
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So it is quite a sad state of affairs to put it bluntly



Old information needs updating

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Forests mean different things to different people. And the perceptions of people are influenced affected by many things, like this example here. We appreciate that the Eu forest strategy <2013) has a specific chapter on coordination & comms
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The perceptions of the citizens are influenced by many things such as this example..,






Mandate by

UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
Committee on Forests and Forest Industries

UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
European Forestry Commission

Overall Objective

Help the sector improve its communication in order
to raise awareness of the importance of forest

Forest Communicators Network  scope

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We need to be present and active in the discussion to promote solutions to societal challenges. Let me now go to the network & give some examples of what we do. The network is mandated by UNECE & FAO European Forestry Commission. I would like to emphasize that as all the 28 EU meber states are also members of the ECE and European Forestry Commission, FCN contributes to the EU Forest strategy implementation



ca. 250 members
(govmnt, non govmnt)

40 countries

40 Intnl institutions, organisations, 
NGOs& campaign groups
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So the network has built into an extensive body of knowledge and exprtise LISTAA LAST 23 years great cooperation and concerted actions
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Cooperation and concerted actions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We aim at giving forestry a stronger voice through cooperation and concerted actions across country borders…..



International Year of 
Forests 2011 for the 

UNFF, New York

The four European 
Forest weeks

International Day of 
Forests

EXPO Milano 2015

Communications advice and messaging on a 
number of international events and institutions

UNFF13, New York, 2018

Presenter
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We have been invited by various institutions tio give strategic ciommunications advice on major events and projercts in order to cristallize the messages



Europe and Central 
Asia

Latin America and 
the Caribbean Africa

Asia-Pacific

Mediterranean and 
the Near East

A model for Forest Communicators Networks in other Regions

North America

Presenter
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The network has been involved in setting up regional networks on other continents. Latest one was established in N Am last yearCOFO’s Committee requested FAO to establish a Global Coordination Group on forest communication to provide coordination on regional and global levels. Network was involved setting up



Provide 
expertise on 
global and 
regional

communication
issues

Global Coordination Group

Identify shared 
opportunities to raise
awareness on forest

issues across the 
regions

Act as a think 
tank

Assist 
coordination
among 
regional
networks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is a coordination grp between these networks. Its mandate is to act as think tank LISTAA



Global group on forest communication - mandate

Identify international 
events to promote the 

importance of 
communication to policy 
makers, stakeholders and 

decision makers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The hundreds of international experts in these six networks idntify intnl… OUTSIDE THE FOREST SECTOR AS WELL



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are a couple of examples. We started in a big way in 2015 at the WFC in Durban. On top odf securing the first communications session, Secured a global outreach concerted actions in social media comms session there



23rd Committee on Forestry (COFO)
Rome, Italy
16-20 July 2016

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This was followed by COFO committee of forests at FAO



International Union of Forest 
Research Organizations (IUFRO)
125th Anniversary Congress
Freiburg, Germany
18-22 September 2017

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And the IUFRO 125 yr anniversary congress. THE MASSIVE WEALTH OF KNoWLEDGE the scientists have needs to be harnessed better to influence policy makeras and other stakeholkders, we have such  a strong case.



Regional forest 
communicators’ 

networks increasingly 
present at major 
forest events of 

global and regional 
importance

Networks are being 
invited as part of main 

proceedings

Represents a 
shift in how 

forest 
communications 

are seen

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thanks to the networks, the importance of communication has been recognized. In fact, ever since the establishment of the regional networks, networks are being invited to major forest events of global and regional importance. This represents q shift on how comms are seen***190/1582/09613***



2015 Forests and Climate Change

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Forest CN have been asked to the formulation of messages of major intnl & global campaigns, in particular the IDF. Here is an example of how me Example 2015
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Creating the key messages a challenge given the complexity of the issue and the ambition to be relevant and applicable at global and local levels a the same time. Have a lookThe video produced by FAO based on FCN advice became a big hit.
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It was a success CNN alone A BILLIONDW euronews al jazeera france 24 followed suir



United Nations strategic plan for forests, 2017-2030 

I. Introduction A. Vision and Mission 

1. Forests are among the world’s most productive land-based ecosystems and are essential to life on 
earth.  The United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests 2017-2030 (UNSPF) provides a global framework 
for actions at all levels to sustainably manage all types of forests and trees outside forests and halt 
deforestation and forest degradation.  The UNSPF also provides a framework for forest-related 
contributions to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Paris 
Agreement adopted under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, the United Nations Forest Instrument 
(UNFI)i, and other international forest-related instruments, processes, commitments and goals. 2. The 
UNSPF serves as a reference for the forest-related work of the UN systemii and for fostering enhanced 
coherence, collaboration and synergies among UN bodies and partners towards the following vision and 
mission, as well as a framework to enhance the coherence of and guide and focus the work of the 
International Arrangement on Forests (IAF) and its components.  
Vision:   
A world where all types of forests and trees outside forests are sustainably managed, contribute to 
sustainable development and provide economic, social, environmental and cultural  benefits for 
present and future generations    

Collaboration/partnerships on international forest communication

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recent example, we worked w unff secretariat and supported in making of the commms strat for UN 
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Comms strat linked the UN stra plan on forests w sdgs. We were able to include susta forest use in msgs



United Nations Forum on 
Forests, May 2018

• Communication session on 
main program of UNFF

Presenter
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We also had a comms session at the last unff plebary
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A very important part of the activities is the capa building of forest commicators 

http://www.fao.org/forestry/communication-toolkit/91928/en/
http://www.fao.org/forestry/communication-toolkit/91928/en/
http://www.fao.org/forestry/communication-toolkit/91928/en/
http://www.fao.org/forestry/communication-toolkit/91928/en/


 Costa Rica 
 Kyrgyzstan 
 Morocco 
 Namibia
 Niger
 Peru 
 Philippines 
 Russia
 South Africa
 Tanzania 
 Thailand 
 Vietnam 

REGIONAL FOREST 
COMMUNICATORS 

WORKSHOPS
Promoting best practices
in forest communication
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Network members have been asked to give expertise on workshops around the world like our finnish forest strqtegy says; when sustainability is advanced elsewhere it benefits us as well. 



8TH WORLD CONFERENCE ON 
ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION

September 24-28, 2019

Presenter
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Ölooking ahead, we aim to influence outside the forest box next autumn againto build capacity
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And of course we contribute to the theme of the hour: The regional network members helped to promote the messages at the local, grass root  level...on tree planting IDF on tree planting events



150 million
new trees
planted

every year
in Finland

Every March 21st on the International Day of Forests, tens of 
thousands of children sow pine seeds, who aspire to be trees.. 
… growing in the same Finnish forests as the 150 million new
trees that the forest sector plants every year

Presenter
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I will conclude w a shameless promotion of finland. But this is only one side of the story. Scientists say that 4 out of 5 trees growing in finland are created naturally, by natural regeneration from existing trees



More EXPERTISE – wider OUTREACH
- more IMPACT

Thank you! 
kai.lintunen@smy.fi

@birdieviews
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I encourage you to engage and join forces in order to get one strong voice and widen outreach. We have achieved very good things with very little to no resources. For really making a difference we need more and continuity. But, FCN is only able to perform when supported by countries and organisations.

mailto:kai.lintunen@smy.fi
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