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This document has been prepared by Unit E.2 of DG AGRI, in order to 
stimulate discussion with experts and delegates. It is a mere working 
document and does not reflect any official position of the European 

Commission. The European Commission does not accept any 
responsibility with regards to the accuracy of any given data.
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1. Overall F&V market situation 
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Inflation
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• High inflation for EU27 but the peak in October 2022 (11.5%) behind with
11 consecutive months of decrease due to falling energy inflation.

• Food inflation, after reaching a new historical high in March 2023, has also
started to come down as the lower input prices are slowly coming through

• Inflation is higher in vegetables than fruits

EU-27 03/22 06/22 09/22 12/22 03/23 06/23 07/23 08/23 09/23
Inflation 7.8 9.6 10.9 10.4 8.3 6.4 6.1 5.9 4.9
 Food 6.9 11.9 15.8 18.2 19.6 13.8 12.4 10.6 9.2
  Fruits 5.6 7.0 7.9 8.1 9.7 8.3 11.0 8.4 7.7
  Vegetables 10.6 9.7 13.7 15.0 23.2 19.2 17.2 14.4 11.9
Eurostat  - Percentage change m/m-12



Macro economic outlook
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Input prices – September 2023
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Agricultural markets and prices (europa.eu)

https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/international/agricultural-trade/agricultural-markets-and-prices_en


Agricultural input and output indexes (June 23)
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Extra-EU agri-food trade (July 2023)
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• Trade and international policy analysis (europa.eu)

https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/international/agricultural-trade/trade-and-international-policy-analysis_en


Intra-EU and extra-EU F&V trade (July / August 23)
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Jan-Jul/Aug 
2022*

Jan-Jul/Aug 
2023* % of which 

price
of which 
volume

Fresh vegetables 13.6 16.0 18% 15% 3%
Fresh fruits & nuts 16.7 17.8 7% 9% -2%
Processed F&V 12.0 14.2 18% 22% -3%

Fresh vegetables 4.0 4.4 10% 27% -14%
Fresh fruits & nuts 3.8 3.7 -2% 7% -8%
Processed F&V 7.2 8.2 15% 23% -7%

Fresh vegetables 3.8 4.5 19% -6% 26%
Fresh fruits & nuts 14.2 14.2 0% -1% 1%
Processed F&V 4.3 4.4 2% 11% -8%

Fresh vegetables CN 07 - Fresh fruits & nuts CN 08 - Processed F&V CN 20 - COMEXT extraction 3 November 2023

* for Extra-EU trade: January-August; for Intra-EU trade: January-July

Value - Billion EUR

IntraEU - exports

ExtraEU - exports

ExtraEU - imports



2. Zoom in on main products
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Apples
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• Initial estimate (August 2023): Apple crop estimates for 2023/2024 point to a 
crop of around 11.4 Mt (-3,3% on preceding marketing year); possible market 
developments:

Positive factors:
- lower production in Poland and Germany (-11% each one)
- low apple stocks from the preceding season and lower season imports
- stocks of apple juice concentrate below normal levels;
- non-commercial backyard production in Germany is expected to be at a low level (300 Mio t), and 
thus should not put pressure on the market
- India with lower production could increase imports
- export opportunities in Asia and Central/South America
- apple juice: world supply at low levels and very high prices 
Negative factors:
- high costs of inputs, energy and logistics
- lower consumer purchasing power
- apple exports face an increasing number of competitor countries and products
- droughts and heatwaves may have reduced quality and storage options
- EU and world economic outlook facing challenges



Apples
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• Revised estimate: the Apple crop estimates for 2023/2024 point to a crop of 
around 10.9 Mt (minus 8% on preceding marketing year, round terms); 
harvesting still ongoing in some MS so that final estimates are not yet 
available,

Updates for the top 6 EU producers:

- Poland – downwards: +/- minus 11% y/y
- Italy – downwards: minus 2 or 3% on preceding estimate
- France – no change 
- Germany – downwards: minus 6.6% on preceding estimate 
- Spain – downwards: minus 5% on preceding estimate
- Hungary – downwards: a little smaller crop than initially estimated 
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Apple forecast 2023/24 – Wapa/prognosfruit

Initial estimates (August 2023 – table to be updated on Dec ‘23)
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Oranges
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2022-23 season 

• The EU production has been around 6,3 Mt, -11% YoY and -6% five year
average.

• Main reason was the low production in ES, around 3,3 Mt (-22% YoY) affected
by bad weather conditions.

• Prices were higher than in previous seasons, specially in ES and IT, because of
the lower production.

• EU imports increased by 30% YoY (estimate). Main importers are Egypt (444 kt,
+100% YoY) and South Africa (435 kt, +22% YoY). EU exports have decreased
by -16%** (YoY)

*TAXUD surveillance data

**EUROSTAT



Oranges
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2023-24 season 

• The EU production expected to be affected again by weather events impacting both
quantity and quality.

• Prices higher than even in all producing MS.

• Imports in Oct reached 94 k tones from which 80 k tones from South Africa. In Oct
2022 imports were 172 k t from which 147 kt from South Africa.



Tomatoes
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• Processed: harvested and production completed in the northern hemisphere. EU
production at 10,5M tonnes (IT 5.3Mt, ES 2.6Mt and PT 1.5Mt) in line with
5-year-average despite lower yields due to weather events. Significant price
increases were recognized to producers in the EU. Strong increase of world
production (43.5Mt) due to US (+15%), China (+15%) and Turkey (+13%). EU
market share decreased to 24% of world production.

• Fresh: High prices have been observed since the beginning of the year with lower
values (although higher than average) in the summer due to the seasonality effect
(given restart of production in most EU MS). Peak in September across the board.

• In the current campaign (from Oct22 to August23) it could be observed the
continuation of the past trends i.e. increase in imports (+9% at 791Kt) and
decrease in exports (-6% at 319Kt) due to increasing competition from Morocco
both in the EU and UK (main EU market).
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1000 tonnes Cumulated imports of tomatoes for fresh consumption
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Sources: Eurostat - COMEXT; dashed line: TAXUD surveillance
Disclaimer : We aim to improve data quality and provide as recent and accurate information as possible. However, Surveillance data are created on the basis of declarations that may be 
modified, corrected or deleted. Therefore, we cannot guarantee that information provided is free of errors or that it will not be amended. The European Commission accepts no 
responsibility with regard to such problems incurred as a result of using these data.
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Disclaimer : We aim to improve data quality and provide as recent and accurate information as possible. However, Surveillance data are created on the basis of declarations that may be 
modified, corrected or deleted. Therefore, we cannot guarantee that information provided is free of errors or that it will not be amended. The European Commission accepts no 
responsibility with regard to such problems incurred as a result of using these data.

Sources: Eurostat - COMEXT; dashed line: TAXUD surveillance



Bananas
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• 2023 EU annual production estimated to be back to close to “normal”
production of 0.6Mt following the recovery of ES production after the
consequence of volcano eruption in the La Palma island. EU green prices in
2023 reverted back after the peak reached in 2022 due to higher production
as well as over-ripening of the fruit due to high temperatures in ES.

• Total extra-EU imports stable at 3.4Mt (Jan-Aug) with increased non-EU
green price at 0.67EUR/Kg. EU market share estimated at 10% and 12% in
terms of volume and value of total supply.

• New CN code for PGI bananas from ES as of January 2024 “0803 90 11 –
Plátano de Canarias” to improve market transparency (no changes to import
conditions for extra-Eu bananas)

• DG AGRI podcast 36. #Fruit: Children going bananas: the EU school scheme
for fruit & veg by Food for Europe (soundcloud.com)

https://soundcloud.com/foodforeurope/36-children-going-bananas-the-eu-school-scheme-for-fruit-veg
https://soundcloud.com/foodforeurope/36-children-going-bananas-the-eu-school-scheme-for-fruit-veg




3. International  
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Trade flows Israel - EU
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Thank you for your attention!
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