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o Ensuring the representation of members' 

interests at the EU level (mainly)

o European policy and legislation

o Supporting and promoting responsible 

and balanced breeding - Code EFABAR

o Engaging and promoting dialogue around 

sustainable animal breeding and farming 

o Knowledge provider in EU projects 

o Develop research and innovation 

agendas and set priorities

o Further connect research ; knowledge 

institutes and the private sector 

o Promotes and supports research and 

innovation in animal breeding 



Responsible, sustainable and balanced breeding
CODE EFABARb version 7



Modern Animal Breeding

• Sustainable and Balanced Farmed Animal Breeding

• Finding a sustainable compromise for 

• the people (citizens and farmers)

• the planet, and 

• for farmed animals
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What is Code EFABAR?

• Sets out principles and guidelines for responsible and balanced 

breeding

• Promotes ethical, balanced, and responsible breeding practices –

including use of established and emerging new breeding & 

reproduction technologies.

• The code covers a range of challenges, such as animal welfare, genetic 

improvement, and sustainable production practices. 
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Modern animal breeding consists of defining a balanced combination of traits to 
ensure the sustainability of the different production systems. 
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The combination of these traits varies based on:

• Regions

• Production systems

• Farmers’s choices

• Resources’ availability

• Social, Environmental, Political, and

• Economic situations



Why Code EFABAR?

• Commitment to responsible and balanced breeding; shows

• how the sector contributes to the achieve Sustainable Developments Goals 

(SDGs) of FAO and the EU Green Deal 

• the responsibility of Animal Breeders → Self-Commitment

• Engage in dialogue with policymakers, stakeholders, and civil society about 

modern and balanced animal breeding programs

COMMUNICATION TOOL



Evolution of Code EFABAR

Farm Animal Breeding Society

EC-ELSA Funded Project

4th Framework Programme for 
RTD

1998–1999

SEFABAR

EC-EU Network Funded Project

2000–2003

Code EFABAR version 1

EC EU Funded - Food Quality 
and Safety

2004–2005

Code EFABAR - 5 editions

V2008, v2011, v2014, v2017, v2020

2008–2020

Code EFABAR v2023

2023

Every three years, update 
based on current 

environmental, societal 
and political challenges



CODE EFABAR STRUCTURE



I. The Six Pillars









• Prioritising conscientious and ethical application of technologies

• While using technologies in breeding and reproduction

• When evaluating emerging technologies for possible application

• When implementing emerging technologies

II. Technologies



• Investment in new traits and emerging technologies

• Collaboration with research institutes

• Action to engage with society and stakeholders

III. Research, Innovation and Public Perception



Take Home Messages
• Code EFABAR serves as a transparent roadmap for breeders, 

• Principles and practices necessary for responsible and balanced breeding.

• Animal Breeders best practices to preserve animal health and welfare and to 

decrease the impact on the environment 

• Engage dialogue around animal genetics

• European Breeders drive responsible breeding at the EU and global levels

• Bridging the gap between the private sector and academia/researchers is ESSENTIAL
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ana.granados@effab.info

geena.cartick@effab.info

www.effab.info

www.fabretp.eu
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