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Challenges.& opportunities of healthy
and sustainable soils

Soil degradation — soil consumption

Soil functions: perspectives from the farm

Primary Productivity
Climate mitigation & carbon sequestration
Water regulation & purification

Habitat for biodiversity
Nutrient provision and cycling
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SOLID GROUNDS FOR AGRICULTURE

A YOUNG FARMER PERSPECTIVE ON SOILS
The road to sustainability - Chapter 1
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Europaan Council of Young Farmers




The 5 functions of the soils

Primary Productivity
Climate mitigation & carbon sequestration
Water regulation & purification
Habitat for biodiversity

Nutrient provision and cycling

Practical examples

Soils are a complex ecosystem

It is impossible to achieve full
performance in all five
indicators



Land take = soil degradation ]
Land take = uncertainty

to invest in the long run into the
quality of our soils
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The Flemish government is constructing a
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ring road which obliges them to create new
nature areas elsewhere. As a result, myself
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and other farmers will be forced to give up

My municipality told me that due to the
construction of an industrial zone | would
lose 7.5 ha of agricultural land. Now, over a
decade later, construction has already
started but | still have to receive
compensation. | worry that this will impact
my sons' willingness to take over the farm.

Romain

highly productive agricultural land to offset
the loss of forests and nature caused by a
construction project.

#landstories
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Practical examples
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