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Announcement

Draft workshop agenda
Mapping and Assessment of Ecosystems and their Services (MAES) 
in the forest environment
02 December 2014, 09:30-17.30

European Commission, DG Environment Room C,
 5 Avenue de Beaulieu, 1160 Brussels

Participants:
Representatives from Member States with technical/scientific expertise on forest ecosystems and their services (e.g. from Standing Forestry Committee, Forest and Cork Group, Forestry & Natura 2000 ad hoc working group), selected experts and stakeholders; experts from related international groups/processes outside EU (e.g. UN).
Objective:
The objective of the workshop is to allow experts and stakeholders to:

-
 be updated on what the Working Group on Mapping and Assessment of Ecosystems and their Services (MAES), working under the EU 2020 Biodiversity Strategy's Common Implementation Framework, has achieved so far regarding forest ecosystem services mapping and assessment in support to Action 5 (Improve knowledge of ecosystems and their services in the EU) of the Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 and
-
discuss how the MAES process in the forest domain could be supported and strengthened at EU and national level.
Synergies with related EU processes, in particular under the Habitats Directive and Natura 2000, the EU Forest Strategy, Sustainable Forest Management criteria and indicators and with similar international (regional) initiatives (e.g. payments for ecosystem services) within and outside the EU, will also be discussed.
Co-Chairs:
François Wakenhut, Head of Unit ENV B2 (Biodiversity), and Claudia Olazabal,  Head of Unit ENV B1 (Agriculture, Forests and Soil)

I.
Opening and introduction – MAES and forest environmental policy
09:30
Welcome by the Co-Chairs, objectives and format of the workshop, adoption of the agenda, presentation of participants
09:40
Introduction to the MAES initiative, its relevance to related policies, in particular the mutual supportiveness and interdependency of MAES, Forest Strategy, and forest Natura 2000 – DG ENV
09:50
The MAES analytical framework and pilot on forest ecosystems: conceptual approach and initial results – JRC
10:00
Development of methodologies in support of MAES forest and related policies – EEA
10:10 Questions and answers
10:30   Coffee break

II.
The policy context and its relation to 'MAES forest' at EU and Member-State level
10:50
Implementation of the EU 2020 Forest and Biodiversity Strategies : issues related to forest ecosystems and their services – DG ENV
11:10
Sustainable Forest Management  under changing conditions – DG AGRI and/or ENV 
11:30
EU-funded research on forest ecosystems and their services – DG RTD 
11:50
Recap of main points and introduction to small-group discussion – DG ENV
12:00
Discussion in break-out groups on differences, commonalities and potential for synergies between the different policy strands

12:45   Lunch break
III.
Way forward – identifying needs and setting priorities in support of joined-up delivery on MAES forest, EU 2020 Forest and Biodiversity Strategies implementation, and related needs and priorities
13:45
Reports from pre-lunch break-out group discussions

14:10
Two short presentations on Member-State experiences with MAES-related work 
14:30
Break-out group discussion of priority issues, including practical application of the MAES framework to forest environmental policy at Member-State level 

15:30
 Coffee break
15:45
Reports from break-out group discussions

16:15
Plenary discussion on the way forward
17:00
Workshop conclusions, open questions and next steps – DG ENV
17:30 
End
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