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Sustainable Animal Nutrition Solutions for the 

Transition Towards Climate Neutral Livestock 

Production Systems 

Aligning metrics and methodologies to calculate environmental 

impact of feed 

A Workshop of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and 

Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development (DG AGRI) 

Tuesday, December 17, 2024  8.30 – 12.00 EST / 14.30 – 18.00 CET 

 
 

8:30 EST / 

14:30 CET 

Introduction  

• Speaker USDA: Ali Abdi, Senior Foreign Service Officer, 
FAS, USDA  

• Speaker EU: Luis Carazo Jimenez, Head of Unit, DG AGRI 
 

8:45 EST / 

14:45 CET 

Session 1: Setting the Scene – Challenges and Opportunities 

Identification of key challenges in collecting accurate 

environmental data for feed ingredients, especially for globally 

sourced materials.  Exploring the potential for streamlining 

methodologies between the U.S. and EU, and how aligned 

approaches can foster sustainable trade. Opportunities for the 

U.S. and EU to harmonize environmental foot printing methods 

to support transparency and global trade. 

Moderator:   

• Maciej Golubiewski, DG AGRI  
 

Discussants: 

• Frank Mitloehner, University of California, UCD 

• Jose Villalón – Bridging it Right 
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Rapporteur: 

• Gina Tumbarello, AFIA, Sr. Director of Global Strategies, 
Policy and Trade 

9:10 EST / 

15:10 CET 

Session 2: Data Collection, Standardization Challenges and 

Global Feed LCA Databases 

What are the main obstacles to consistent and accurate data 

collection for feed ingredients' environmental footprints in the 

U.S. and EU? How can both regions improve data 

standardization to ensure comparability of results? What role 

can digital technologies (e.g., blockchain, IoT) play in improving 

data transparency and traceability in the supply chain? 

Discussion on the importance of mutual recognition of these 

methodologies and how the Global Feed LCA Database can 

serve as a bridge between the U.S. and EU systems. 

 

Moderator:  

• Delanie Kellon, GFLI Executive Director 
 

Discussants: 

• Janjoris van Diepen - Merieux NutriScience | Blonk   

• Mauro Cordella – DG ENV (Environmental Footprints & 
Green Claims) 

• Andreas Pilzecker, DG AGRI 

• Jeffrey Gillespie - senior economist in the Animal 
Products and Cost of Production Branch of the Market 
and Trade Economics Division at USDA’s Economic 
Research Service (ERS) 

 

Rapporteur: 

• Anton van den Brink FEFAC 
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09:50 

EST/15:50 

CET 

 

Session 3: Mutual Recognition, Aligning EU/US Footprinting 

Methods with Global Sustainability Objectives, Promoting 

Equivalence and Best Practices. 

What are the benefits and challenges of establishing mutual 

recognition of environmental footprinting methodologies 

between the U.S. and EU?  How can mutual recognition enhance 

sustainable trade and provide a competitive advantage for 

companies in both regions? How do current U.S. and EU 

footprinting methodologies align with global sustainability 

objectives and climate targets? Are there opportunities to align 

sustainability metrics to create more globally applicable 

standards for feed ingredients? How can the U.S. and EU 

collaborate to ensure that footprinting methodologies support 

the achievement of shared sustainability goals?  What best 

practices can be shared between U.S. and EU companies to 

improve footprinting outcomes and drive innovation? 

 

Moderator: 

• Marty Matlock - University of Arkansas 
 

Discussants:  

• Ralph K. Rosenbaum - Researcher and Head of Research 
Program Sustainability in Biosystems at Institute of 
Agrifood Research and Technology - IRTA  

• Lara Moody, IFEEDER Executive Director 

• Nicolas Martin – Chair of the Sustainability Steering 
Group FEFANA 

• Mauro Cordella – DG ENV (Environmental Footprints & 
Green Claims)  
 

Rapporteur: 

• Rosalind Leeck, USSEC , Executive Director Market Access 

10:50 

EST/16:50 

CET (break)  

Session 4: Key Findings and Q&A Discussion 

- Key differences and potential areas for alignment 
between U.S. and EU methodologies.  
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11:00 

EST/17:00 

CET 

- Identified data challenges and solutions for improving 
data collection and standardization.  

- Mapping of existing and planned initiatives that can 
contribute to moving forward to alignment in 
sustainability metrics and promoting mutual recognition 
of footprinting methods for feed.  

 

Moderator:  

DG AGRI – Maciej Golubiewski 

Discussants: 

• Gina Tumbarello, AFIA, Sr. Director of Global Strategies, 
Policy and Trade 

• Anton van den Brink, FEFAC Deputy Secretary General 

• Rosalind Leeck, USSEC, Executive Director Market Access 
 

11:50 

EST/17:50 

CET 

Conclusion: Takeaways and Next Steps 

Industry conclusion - Takeaways, how to move it forward, next 

steps, etc. 

AFIA – Constance Cullman , President and CEO 

FEFAC – Pedro Cordero, President 

 


