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Starch Europe Members



Economic contribution 2017

26
Companies

2017

75
Plants
2017

€7,4
billion

Total annual turnover
2017

€429
million

Averaged Capitalised
Investments
2015-2017

€78
million

Average Investments in Research & 
Development

2015-2017

15.725
direct jobs

2017

100.000
indirect jobs

Estimate

Source: industry statistics 



Production process



Raw materials, 99 % of what we do

34%

36%

30%

Processed raw materials

Maize
Wheat
Potatoes

47%40%

13%

Starch products in starch 
equivalent

Maize
Wheat
Potatoes

Total : 23,8 Mio tonnes
Total : 10,8 Mio tonnes

Source: 2017 industry statistics 2007-2017: 12.5% growth in production

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On an annual basis, Starch Europe members use*:
6,4 % of the EU common wheat production
12,7 % of  EU maize production
100 % of EU starch potato production (* Data sources: 
Cereal production: Commission data 2016/2017 campaign
Starch Europe’s raw materials uses : 2016 industry data)

Resource-efficiency is at the core of the EU industry’s competitiveness: 
more than 99% of the EU-grown agricultural raw materials are valorised, generating high resource-efficiency 
without producing any food waste
Drivers of raw material choice of a starch plant
A starch plant processes either maize, or wheat or starch potatoes: 
the raw material is not interchangeable.
The raw material use is historically driven (initially just starch potatoes & maize) and the locations depended on the supply: either starch potato-growing / maize-growing areas or near harbours 
In the 1980s, the wheat starch process started & then developed:
similar functionalities to maize- and potato starch-based products, 
valorisation of other products from the production process, such as the Vital Wheat Gluten.






Our outlets, serving the bioeconomy

15 million 
tonnes of 

starch, protein 
& fiber 

products

FOODFEED

INDUSTRIAL

4 million

5 million 6 million



Main starch applications - 2017

29%

5%

4%
5%

15%
5%

30%

5% 2% Confectionery and drinks
Bakery & Biscuits
Dairy
Savoury/Prepared food
Other food
Pharma & Chemicals
Corrugating and Paper
Other Non-food
Feed*

* Excluding proteins, fibres and oils amounting to about 5 million tonnes

Total Market: 9,4 mio tonnes

Source: industry statistics



Proteins are part of the European starch 
industry’s value chain

MAIZE
1.94 million tonnes protein products
CORN GLUTEN MEAL, CORN GLUTEN FEED

WHEAT
3.20 million tonnes protein products
WHEAT GLUTEN, WHEAT FEED

POTATO
71.000 tonnes protein products
POTATO PROTEIN

TOTAL PROTEIN PRODUCTS : 5.2 million 
tonnes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are various the protein content of the différent Products

Food outlet 
Specialised nutrition e.g.
Sports
The elderly
Hospitals  
Meal replacements
Not only specialized nutrition, plant proteins are also increasingly used as alternatives to meat protein (in plant based foods and drinks)

Specialised feed 
poultry, salmon, calves
Animal feed 
milk, meat, eggs, fish and shrimps
Pet food






EU Protein Plan

Starch Europe calls on the Commission to :

• Include the EU starch industry’s protein products in the 5 action
areas recommended by the report on EU plant proteins

• Support the innovation at each level of the plant based-value
chain, from farm to fork, through research and innovation funding

• Integrate proteins as food ingredients in Horizon Europe, thereby
contributing to FOOD2030’s priorities

• Ensure a level playing field with proteins imported from third
countries



Industrial uses of starch products & ingredients

Starch is renewable and 
biodegradable, replacing fossil-
based ingredients with 
renewable starch-based ones in:

• paper, cardboard and textiles 

• fermentation, cosmetics, 
detergents, paints, bio-based 
plastics and packaging

Challenges & opportunities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As such starch is a well-suited ingredient for industrial uses: replacing fossil-based ingredients with renewable and biodegradable starch-based ones. 

Agile innovation

Customer needs and consumer expectations for new bio-based products

Developing the functionalities of the starch products in : 
paper, cardboard and textiles 
fermentation, construction, chemical, cosmetics, detergents and bio-based plastics
Feasible through considerable investments





Long-term opportunities for the bioeconomy
Starch Europe welcomes the update
of the EU Commission’s Action Plan
& increased Research & Innovation
funding Focus on the concrete market-creation

measures to
• raise awareness about the

benefits of bio-based products
• create a market for these bio-

based products & boost their
demand (e.g. public
procurement, standards & labels)

Kick-off the concrete initiatives aimed at
fostering the investments & development
of markets for bio-based products in early
2019

The EU starch industry is a 
key enabler to the 

bioeconomy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Starch biorefineries deliver to the four outlets of the bioeconomy (food, feed, industrial and energy) and as such is a key enabler of the bioeconomy




43 Avenue des Arts – B-1040 Brussels
Phone +32 2 289 67 60   

info@starch.eu
www.starch.eu

Twitter: @StarchEurope

mailto:info@starch.eu
http://www.starch.eu/
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