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Declaration

The Ministers for Agriculture of the Member States of the African Union (AU) and the
European Union (EU), the Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture of the African
Union Commission (AUC) and the Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development of
the European Commission, meeting in Rome on 21 June 2019 for the third AU-EU
Agriculture Ministerial Conference, under the theme of ‘Promoting sustainable regional agri-

Jfood value chains’:

(M

)

€)

Recall the importance of the agricultural sector in fighting food and nutrition
insecurity, poverty and ensuring the creation of decent jobs, in particular for youth
and women in rural areas. They reaffirm their commitment to implement the United
Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the AU Agenda 2063 as well as
the Paris Agreement.

Reconfirm the commitments made at the AU-EU Summit of 29-30 November 2017
in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire. In particular, they reiterate their support for the
implementation of the Comprehensive Africa Agricultural Development Programme
(CAADP) in order to promote Africa’s agricultural production and productivity,
ensuring the economic, environmental and social dimensions of sustainability, and to
support family farmers and the creation of agri-food and agro-value chains.

Welcome the report by the Task Force Rural Africa (TFRA), set up by the European
Commission, and support its key recommendations for short and medium term
actions to: 1) support rural governance and an innovative local action programme,
based on a territorial approach; 2) mainstream environmental sustainability and
promote climate action; 3) start a knowledge, innovation and networking initiative
for transformation of agriculture and rural areas; 4) improve access to private finance
and to EU cooperation instruments for small and medium-size agriculture and food
businesses; 5) scale up sustainable value chain development, regional integration and
intra-regional trade and 6) bring together European and African expertise for
agriculture and rural development.
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Welcome the participation by both continents in the public consultation on the
TFRA’s report and take note of the planned establishment of a high-level task force
for guiding the implementation of the recommendations of the TFRA report and the
Action Agenda.

Underline the importance of enhancing opportunities for sustainable production and
transformation as well as for intra-regional and continental trade in agricultural
products in Africa and in this connection highlight the need for conducive policies
and increased responsible investment. In this context, it is important for Africa to
take concrete steps in making the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)
operational. Furthermore, they welcome initiatives to strengthen capacity building in
order to stimulate increased use of existing market access opportunities in the EU.
They call for further facilitation of intra-regional trade and regional integration,
including through harmonising standards, especially those related to sanitary and
phytosanitary measures. Specifically, they welcome the increased focus on food
safety at national, regional and continental levels, aimed at addressing the growing
burden of food-borne diseases and at facilitating trade of agri-food commodities,
especially within an AfCFTA context (including through the operationalisation of
Annex 7 to the Protocol on Trade in Goods: Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures).
They also welcome the efforts around setting up appropriate food safety governance
structures across Africa to holistically address the multi-sectoral impacts of food
safety challenges on trade, public health, food security and nutrition. More generally,
they underline the importance of cooperating on sanitary and phytosanitary issues,
including antimicrobial resistance, and of enhancing the prevention of and fight
against plant and animal diseases.

Intend to strengthen governance mechanisms for food security and nutrition, in
particular by implementing the Voluntary Guidelines to support the progressive
realization of the right to adequate food in the context of national food security
(VGRtF), the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of
Land, Fisheries and Forests (VGGT), the Principles for Responsible Investment in
Agriculture and Food Systems (RAI) as well as the policy recommendations on
water, nutrition and forestry adopted by the Committee on World Food Security
(CFS). They call for enhanced efforts in this regard.

Stress that promoting sustainable regional agri-food value chains requires investment
in higher, technical and vocational education, lifelong education, training and
extension, as well as the encouragement of responsible private and public
investment, consistent with the VGGT and the RAI. They also underline the need to
create added value and to reinforce sustainability in agri-food chains, for instance
through sustainable agricultural practices such as agroecology, the development of
geographical indications and initiatives aimed at avoiding deforestation, among
others. They call for enhanced collaboration in all those areas.

Recall the role of family farmers, rural youth and women and the need to target
actions to their benefit in particular in order to encourage the setting-up of young
farmers and generational renewal. Strengthening family farming, the role of women
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in the agri-food sector and in rural areas, and the socio-economic fabric of rural areas
could serve as a basis for finding local solutions to local needs and challenges for
agriculture and rural communities.

Launch the Action Agenda attached to this Declaration, containing concrete
initiatives based on the areas of work proposed at the conference. This Action
Agenda will strengthen and complement the Abidjan Declaration of the fifth AU-EU
Summit in 2017 and will contribute to the new Africa-Europe Alliance for
Sustainable Investment and Jobs. Working in partnership in these areas would
require closer cooperation at three levels: people-to-people, business-to-business, and
government-to-government.

Intend to intensify the AU-EU cooperation in agriculture, afforestation, sustainable
forest management, agroforestry, sustainable food systems and rural development in
the short term through the initiatives provided for in the Action Agenda, seeking
synergies with other national-led actions, with due attention to climate change
adaptation and mitigation and biodiversity and considering training, sustainable
management of natural resources as well as research and innovation.

Intend in principle to meet again in 2021 in order to take stock of the progress
achieved in cooperation and to advance the joint agenda further.

Done at Rome, on 21 June 2019, in two original copies in the English language.

FOR THE EUROPEAN UNION FOR THE AFRICAN UNION
AND ITS MEMBER STATES AND ITS MEMBER STATES
<
- ! '
W .
Phil Hogan Josefa Leonel Correia Sacko
Commissioner for Agriculture Commissioner for

and Rural Development Rural Economy and Agriculture
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