
Reflection Group - pigmeat

• Danish co-operative slaughterhouses

• Knud Buhl, Director, Danish Agriculture & Food 
Council
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19th century

• Shift from export of crops to export of animals and animal products (1850´s).

• Main reasons:

• Lower crop yields (lack of manure)

• Industrialization (starting in the18th century) – technological innovations, greater international 

competition and urbanization.

• Greater demand for bacon in the UK.

• German import ban of live pigs and pigmeat products (Nov. 1887). 

• Co-operation between the small farmers. The first coperative slaughterhouse 
created in 1887.
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20th century

• Co-operation between farmers meant that they could develop and increase their power

• The number of cooperative slaughterhouses and producers increased up till the 60´s

• Growing production of pigmeat

• Consolidation in the 70’s and throughout to know between the co-operative 
slaughterhouses

• Growing export, new products and new markets within Europe and third markets, like the 
US
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Danish Pig Industry 2020

Pig Producers: 2.921

32.6 million pigs 

~ 2.1 million ton of pigmeat

Live export: 

15.1 million pigs

All slaughterhouses: 

~17.5 million pigs

Markets:

Export        90%

Domestic   10%

Value: DKK 38.8 billion

Export:

DKK 35.8 billion

Domestic market:

DKK 3.0 billion
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The whole pig is utilised
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