Animal Transport Guides
a tool box for the transport industry
to comply with 1/2005

Hans Spoolder, Kees de Roest, Elena Nalon, Marc Billiet
and Nancy De Briyne

(....and many others!)
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FVE’s mission

The European veterinary profession,
embodied by FVE, strives to enhance
animal health, animal welfare, public
health and protect the environment by
promoting the veterinary profession.
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« To develop Guides to Good and Better Practice on the transportation
of livestock species in the European Union

« The species are: Cattle - Horses — Poultry — Pigs — Sheep
(“ij /k sy, <l
& < ‘Q - -

» To reach a large number of transport companies, drivers, competent

authorities, farmers, NGO’s and veterinarians
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/;3{% Transport is about people

g
* National working groups
— National language, single species
e Species Focus groups
— International, English, single species
* Stakeholder Platform

— ‘Strategic’ advice

— Overseeing the whole project
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Guide to good practices for the
transport of poultry

Guide to good practices for the transport
of sheep

The Guides

A

INIMAL TRANSPORT GUIDES

MAL TRANSPORT GUIDES

Guide to good practices for the transport
of pigs
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The Guides

— 2.2 Planning the journey

~

Contents

J

The joumney shall be as smooth and quick as possible in order to limit exposure to
transport stress. It shall be planned carefully to assure sheep welfare conditions during
the whole transportation. As part of the planning for each journey, arrangements shall
be made to manage any delay, breakdown or other emergency to minimise risks of
impaired welfare during all transport.

The journey shall be planned and prepared carefully after the announcement by the
farmer or trader of the date and the place of departure and the destination to the final
dient. Journey plans involve written arrangements regarding start and unloading places
contingency plans, and details on consignment sheets or arrangements that are in place
for rest stops, particularly for long journeys.

3
Contents 3 In particular, they shall include:
0 Introduction s o description of the route of travel and estimation of its duration
o cic of
0.1 Approach and Acknowledgements s o analysis of weather forecast
o choice of the transport company and of the truck (e.g. type I or II) and/or vessel
0.2 Aim of this Guide 8
depending on journey duration and weather conditions, animal number and
O3, Mol wellere fihs during sheep tranpert . categories, i.e. breeding ewes, lambs, cull animals,
0.4 Animal based measures 9 o The reservation for unloading resting animals in a control posts when
0.5 Structure of the guide 10 applicable,
0.6 Ust of definitions 1 S 8 con!lngencv plan
. o planned number of drivers
1 Adminestrat X -3 1 c
inistrative lssue: 5 provisions for bedding material
1.1 Introduction 13 o provisions for water and feed to be delivered at control post, depending on trip
1.2 Administration 7] duration
1.3 Competence and training 15 o assurances that the truck is ready at the place and time appointed for departure
1.4 Responsibilities 16 <
i : 2.2.1 Journey duration
2 Journey planning and prepsration 18
2.1 Introduction 18 The joumey duration has to be estimated carefully and include the scheduled rests and
2.2 Planning the journey 19 stops at control posts. Taking the journey duration into consideration, the right type of
223 beurnes Bursiiea 2 vehicle and its equipment should be chosen.
2.2.2 Contingency plans. 1
23 Means of transport 2 Good practices on the nature and duration of the journey
2.3.1 Vehicle design and maintenance 2 26. The maximum permitted travelling time is 29 hours for adult sheep, and 19 hours
2.3.2 Space on the vehicle 2% for unweaned lambs. If in the interests of the animals, the journey times may be
23.3 Bedding on the vehicle 7 extended by two hours, taking account in particular of proximity of the final
234M " destination.
2 Monitoring d luation 28 -~ ~a/
i 27. After this period (max 29/19 hours), the animals must be unloaded for a resting
2.4. Animal related preparation 28 period of a minimum of 24 hours in a Control Post before travelling further (see
2.4.1 Preparation of animals and equipment 28 Table 2.1 below)
2.4.2 Animaly’ fitness for transport 2
Page | 3

Page | 19
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N Good vs Better

ANIMAL TRANSPORT GUIDES

Good practices

136. The temperature within the vehicle should not fall below 5 °C or rise > 30 2C, with a
tolerance of 5 eC.

137. In hot weather, avoid parking in direct sunlight for prolonged periods. If practical, park
passively ventilated vehicles at right angles to the wind direction, with sufficient apertures open,
to optimise air movement through the container.

Better practices

141. Temperature should be monitored in combination with humidity. This allows to
automatically calculate the temperature-humidity index (THI).

Table 4.1. Recommended temperature ranges for different categories of sheep adjusted
to the Relative Humidity (RH) levels within the vehicle (EFSA, 2004).

Recommended temperature ranges with mechanical
ventilation
Type Maximum adjusted for humidity (°C)
ini o]
AT ) e e RH > 80%
Full fleeced sheep | 0 28 25

Shorn sheep 10 32 29
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ep are fit for transport

tever transport shesp
which are recently dehorned

o MNever transport animals in pain
and not healed yet

(when moving) or injuries (eg
open wounds), with severe system
disorders or animals with lack of

coordination A
e Iever transport lambs
Hever transport ess than 1 week and
o animals that are highly pregnant ewes
blind {more than 50 %
Qgestation)
Hever transport | anoxz
o sheep whichare Ready for
not able to put transport!
weight on all four = Il
legs or that refuse 1f in doubt

|

o stand | leave it out!

What are good practice:
o

1. Before loading, the farmer should notify the driver of any
concerns about the sheep to be transported 7

2. Asses the sheep for fitness before loading by a qualified person

‘When you have doubts on the fitness conditions, ask i

advice 1o take proper arrangements for care and treatments

4. The transporter (as the farmer) is accountable for the fitness of
the sheep

w

1 Effective contzinment in 3 suitable holding area for rest
2. Provision of feed and water
3. Veterinary treatment if necessary

- preventing hot and cold
stress

ANIMAL TRAMSPORT GUIDES

Space on the vehicle

Sheep need enough room to adopt their preferred spacing
strateqy and it will prevent them of losing balance, slipping or
falling. If space availability is not sufficient. animals will not lie
down: even when they are tired. The amount of space needed by
each animal depends on: body weight presence of wool and
thickness of fleece, presence of homs, temperature and behaviour
of animals during transport

= Always keep in mind, the space above the highest point of the sheep should be at least 15
cm on vehicles with forced ventilation and at least 30 cm on vehicles without forced

ventilation.
[ st o stosncs | soctpumey | tongiourney |
shorn ewes 0.44 m? for 67 kg 0.44 m? for 40 kg
Flescad ewes 056 m for 65 kg 053 m? for 40 kg
Sharn lambs 03 m? for 325 kg -
Fleacad lambs 0.4 m for 405 kg -

-

Provide more space to all animals if they nesd to be rested, watered and fed on the vehicle. In
this case. you will enable them to access the feed and water

Give 25% more space to unshorn sheep and lambs of z 26 kg, than shorn sheep and lambs
Provide more space during transport at higher temperatures or higher humidity or if journey is
likely to be more stressful

Provide more space, if the vehicle may be stationary for a longer period - unless the vehicle has
forced ventilation

Even better! Newly shorn sheep should only be transported if they have a staple growth of at
least 7.0mm {e.g. re-growth, shearing with suitable comb) and if they have not been shorn less than
24 hours before the start of the journey

Bedding in the vehicl

"é‘.’é Cold weather increase bedding / insulation and remove wet
A" bedding after each trip (to prevent freezing onto the vehicle)

.

.

.

.

Hot weather use wet sand. wet shavings. sawdust or rice
husks (instead of straw bedding)

0
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Rest, water and feed intervals

Journey planning and prepara

1. Bring rests for animals and drivers together where
possible, to minimize transit time

2. Sheep need longer resting periods when they are
transported for long journeys, or for more
wvulnerable sheep

3. Timing and quality of resting of sheep on
multiple, consecutive journeys should be carefully

considered

Adults: max. 14 hours + min. 1 hour rest + max. 14 hours
unweaned lambs: max. 2 hrs + min. 1 hour rest + max. 9 hours
Followed by rest of min. 24 hours {unipaded] and provided with

water and feed)

1. Before starting the joumey or leaving a stop, make sure that all sheep can access the
facilities. Check water + food quality and quantity. Use food (such as hay and fibre if they are
lactating) that the animals are accustomed to eating.

2. Check animals at regular rest stops (alse after difficult road or weather conditions). Each
sheep should be visible (e.g. design of vehicles, distribution of animals, space allowance)

Keep in mind, when planning the
joumney:
= Predicted climatic conditions or
proximate thirst (heat, cold (frozen
tank])
Class and fitness of the sheep (e.g.
weak, pregnant. lactating, immature)
Duration of intended journey

w

Switch on the water system and show the animals that water is available. Provide them with
water and food at ground level and make sure all sheep have access. Encourage water intake
(showing animals how the drinkers work. providing water manually or feed first). In case of
hot weather [especially during delays). water the animals manually to guarantee that all
animals recaive enough water. Is there a general problem with drinking? Check the quality of
‘the water.

4. Monitor the animals during resting (see ‘Page 2. Whers there is doubt about the fitness of
an animal; extend resting period and seek veterinary advise. If joumey can continue by
solving the problem. make additional checks afterwards.

n

Take special care for unweaned lambs! These animals are young and need specific care.
They need hands-on assistance of each individual animal (no metal nipples or troughs) and
the liquid feeding should have the correct temperature and solution strength, to avoid
digestive problems.

6. At place of destination: provide feed and water to animals {essential for sheep more than
three months pregnant special requirements for unweaned lambs).

Records should be kept and made available 1o the competant autharity

~
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Example Fact sheets

Ensuring sheep are fit for transport

disorders or animals with lack of

coardination

Mewver transport

animals that are —___

blind

Mever transport

sheep which are

not able to put
weight on all four
legs or that refuse
to stand

Mever transport animals in pain Mever transport sheep
{when moving) or injuries (e.g. o which are recently dehorned
open wounds), with severe system and not healed yet

o Mever transport lambs
less than 1 week and
highly pregnant ewes

(more than 90 %
gestation)

All OK?
Ready for
transport!

If in doubt -
leave it out!




=

TN . .
P Communication

ANIMAL TRANSPORT GUIDES

 Disseminate our Guides and Fact Sheets to
reach as many veterinarians, transporters and
competent authorities as possible
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Road Shows

Previous events:

1-2 Sep, Viehfahrertreffen (Neuekirchen-Vorden, DE); 9 Sep, Agromalim (Arad,
RO); 12-15 Sep, SPACE (Rennes, FR); 14-24 Sep, Intern. Automobil Austelling
(Hannover, DE); 30 Sep, Friedrich-Loeffer-Institut (Celle, DE); 4-6 Oct, Sommet
d’Elevage (Clermont — Ferrand, FR); 4-6 Oct, Veterinary Research Institute
(Thessaloniki, GR); 6 Oct, SGGW (Warsaw, PL); 26 Oct, Health Ministry (Rome,
IT); 25-29 Oct, Indagra (Bucharest, RO), 14 Nov (Vic, ES), 20 Nov (Forli, IT), ...
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Coming up:

25 Nov 2017 Northern UK Roadshow Livingston UK
1 Dec 2017 Centro Fieristico Montechiari IT

7 Dec 2017 World Horse Welfare event Somerset UK
8 Dec 2017 World Horse Welfare event Lancaster UK
1 Dec 2017 Government event at IRTA Reus ES

www.animaltransportguides.eu



-

v ‘\“\ﬁ' };:; ! -:’

Please spread the message &
feel free to use the materials

www.animaltransportguides.eu



