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======================================================
Quinclorac: 
This active substance was not approved for the use in plant protection products in 2004 and Member States were allowed to maintain it on their market for some uses until end of 2007. Since 1 January 2008 quinclorac is prohibited in the EU for the use in plant protection products.
Propanil:
This active substance was not approved for the use in plant protection products in 2011 and Member States had to withdraw authorisations by 2012. Since then, the active substance is prohibited for use in plant protection products in the EU.
A new application for approval of propanil was submitted in 2016 and the risk assessment carried out by EFSA is ongoing. It can be expected that the risk assessment will be finalised in the second half of this year and EFSA will adopt a conclusion on the risk assessment still in 2018. The Commission will then decide whether the substance may be approved or not.
Tricyclazole:
An application for an import tolerance for Tricyclazole in rice was submitted to the evaluating Member state Italy. Italy drafted a first assessment, the evaluation report. As a second step Italy has submitted their evaluation report on Tricyclazole to EFSA very recently. EFSA are now preparing their reasoned opinion. The Commission has asked EFSA to assess the request with priority.
Buprofezine:
The EU approval of buprofezin as active substance in plant protection products (PPPs) was restricted to uses in non-edible crops, with effect from 21 March 2017 and with a maximum grace period up to 21 June 2018. The restriction was based on an EFSA conclusion regarding information that under high-temperature processing conditions, buprofezin is degraded into several metabolites, including aniline. Aniline is a carcinogen for which a genotoxic mechanism cannot be excluded and therefore no threshold for acceptable exposure can be assumed. Exposure of consumers to aniline via consumption of processed crops cannot be excluded except by restriction of the approval of buprofezin to uses in non-edible crops. This is not a specific concern for rice but pertains to all food crops.

In line with these considerations, DG SANTE is currently preparing a draft lowering all maximum residue levels (MRLs) for buprofezin to the limit of analytical determination. This is consequent to the withdrawal of all authorisations for buprofezin-containing PPPs on food crops in the Member States, following the ALARA principle (MRLs should be set as low as reasonably achievable), and to further protect consumers, including in terms of imported commodities that may contain buprofezin residues.
The draft will be discussed with Member States at a meeting of the Standing Committee for Plants, Animals, Food and Feed on 13/14 June 2018. A vote might take place after the summer break.
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