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Note to the reader 

The latest available consolidated trade data at EU 
level cover market developments in May 2023. 
Monthly figures can be compared with the previous 
month. Year-on-year change compares the cumulative 
trade since the beginning of the year with the same 
period in the previous year.  

The trade figures are expressed in values, except 
when specifically mentioned. The unit value is the 
average price of products traded in the period 
concerned (trade value at the border divided by 
quantity registered). 
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HIGHLIGHTS: EU agri-food trade rebounds in May 
2023.   
After it slowed down in April, EU agri-food trade progressed in May 2023, with an increase of both imports 
and exports. EU agri-food surplus increased by 2% month-on-month in May, reaching +EUR 5.1 billion. 

EU exports increased by 8% month-on-month and reached EUR 19.4 billion in May 2023, a similar level than 
in May 2022. Cumulative exports (January to May 2023) reached EUR 95.7 billion (+8% compared to the 
same period in 2022), in particular for cereal preparations and preparations of fruit and nuts.  

EU imports increased as well in May and reached EUR 14.3 billion, a 10% increase month-on-month. They 
remained 8% below their level in May 2022, as unit values of agri-food imports have decreased over the 
year. Cumulative imports over the beginning of 2023 remained 3% higher compared to the same period in 
2022. 
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EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS 

EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS INCREASED IN 

MAY 
EU agri-food exports rebounded in May and 
reached EUR 19.4 billion, a similar level than in May 
2022 and an 8% increase month-on-month. Exports 
increased across most product categories compared 
to April, at the exception of cereals, vegetables and 
oilseeds and protein crops. 

Cumulative exports from January to May 2023 grew 
by EUR 7.2 billion (+8%) compared to the same 
period last year. The UK strengthened its position as 
the first destination of EU agri-food exports, with a 
EUR 2 billion increase (+10%), mostly in cereal 
preparations, preparations of fruits and vegetables, 
and vegetables.  

The United States remained the 2nd destination of 
EU exports, despite a decrease of exports of EUR 
598 million year-on-year (-5%). A large decrease of 
exports of spirits and liqueurs (-EUR 543 
million, -34% mainly due to less volume exported) 
explains this evolution.  

China remained the 3rd destination of EU exports, 
with an increase of EUR 773 million (+14%). Exports 
of cereals to China more than doubled (+EUR 380 
million) over the beginning of the year compared to 
last year. 

EU agri-food exports to Türkyie grew by 45% (+EUR 
721 million), as exports of beef and veal went from  

EUR 11 million between January and May 2022, to 
EUR 224 million in the same period in 2023. 

Large reductions of cumulative exports towards Egypt 
(-EUR 382 million, -32%), Tunisia (-EUR 211 
million, -38%) and Iran (-EUR 192 million, - 46%) can 
be observed between January and May 2023, in 
comparison to the same period last year.  

HIGH EXPORT VOLUMES FOR CROPS, 
DESPITE REDUCTIONS IN OTHER PRODUCTS 
The cumulative value of EU exports increased for 
most products between January and May 2023 
compared to the same period in 2022. Exports of 
cereal preparations and milling products 
increased by EUR 1.3 billion (+15%), preparations of 
fruits and vegetables by EUR 974 million (+25%) 
and confectionary and chocolate by EUR 645 
million (+18%). However, most of these increases are 
explained by higher export prices, while volumes 
exported remained stable or even decreased. 

Notable exceptions are for vegetable oils, oilseeds 
and protein crops, and cereals, for which export 
volumes increased respectively by 40%, 23% and 
16%, while their unit value decreased. 

Exports of spirits and liqueurs decreased by 4% in 
value and 11% in volume. Other moderate reduction 
of export values can be observed for pigmeat and 
sugar and isoglucose, as increases in prices partly 
compensated for lower export volumes.   
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EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS 
 

EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS REMAINED BELOW 
THEIR 2022 LEVEL IN MAY 2023 
EU agri-food imports increased in May, at EUR 14.3 
billion, a 10% growth month-on-month (+EUR 1.3 
billion). Imports remained 8% below their level of 
May 2022. Cumulative imports from January to May 
2023 are still 3% higher (+EUR 2.2 billion) compared 
to the same period last year, due to high import values 
in the beginning of 2023. 

Imports from Ukraine continued to be at a high level 
over the beginning of the year (+EUR 2.1 billion, +60% 
from January to May 2023, compared to the same 
period last year). It remains the third source of EU 
agri-food imports over the beginning of the year, with 
large increase in flows of cereals, oilseeds, poultry and 
eggs and sugar & isoglucose. 

Brazil remains the first source of EU imports, despite 
a EUR 384 million reduction of imports (-5%), mostly 
in soya beans and coffee. The UK is the second source 
of EU agri-food imports, as they grew by EUR 388 
million (+7%), mostly for cereals (+EUR 199 million, 
+70%).  

Imports from Canada also increased by 35% (+EUR  
360 million) over the beginning of the year compared 
to 2022, mostly for cereals. Imports from Egypt 
increased by 45% (+EUR 285 million), mostly for fruit 
and nuts and vegetables. 

Imports also decreased from Argentina (-EUR 524 
million, -21%, mostly in soya meals), Russia (-EUR 
474 million, -38%, mainly in vegetable oils and 
cereal preparations), Australia (-EUR 307 
million, -16%; mainly in rapeseed) and Moldova 
(-EUR 260 million, -46%). 

IMPORTS OF SUGAR AND CEREALS 
REMAIN HIGH 

Imports of cereals stayed high over the beginning 
of the year, with EUR 1.7 billion increase from 
January to May 2023 compared to last year and a 
48% increase in volume. This was also the case for 
sugar with a 158% increase in value (+EUR 598 
million), as volumes imported doubled. Imports of 
tobacco products increased by 53% (+EUR 657 
million). 

Imports of vegetable oils have decreased from 
January to May 2023 compared to the same period 
in 2022, both in value (-EUR 1 billion, -23%) and in 
volume (-10%). A similar situation can be observed 
for imports of mixed food preparations (-EUR 
302 million, -11% in value, -14% in volume). 
Imports of margarine and other oils and fats 
decreased by EUR 337 million (-16%). However, this 
is explained by lower imports prices as volumes 
have increased (+9%). 
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TABLE 1 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 2 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 3 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 4 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 5 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 6 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

TABLE 7 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 8 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 9 
AGRI-FOOD TRADE BALANCE (MILLION EUR) 
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