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Note to the reader 

The latest available consolidated trade data at EU 
level cover market developments until September 
2022. Monthly figures can be compared with the 
previous month. Year-to-year change compares the 
cumulative trade since the beginning of the year with 
the same period in the previous year.  

The trade figures are expressed in values, except 
when specifically mentioned. The unit value is the 
average price of products traded in the period 
concerned (trade value at the border divided by 
quantity registered). 

mailto:Agri-G1@ec.europa.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/%0btrade/trade-and-international-policy-analysis
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HIGHLIGHTS: EU AGRI-FOOD TRADE BOOSTED IN 
SEPTEMBER 2022, STABLE TRADE BALANCE 
MONTH-TO-MONTH 

EU agri-food exports increased for the second month in a row. In September 2022, EU exports reached EUR 

20.9 billion. This confirmed the increasing trend since the beginning of the year. The total value increase of 
EU exports is mainly due to the increase in prices of wine and mixed food preparations. In September,   also 
the volumes of EU exports in cereal preparations and wine. 

EU imports of agriculture and food products slightly increased in September and reached EUR 15.2 billion 
(a 3% increase compared to the previous month). EU imports value, after the steep increase from February to 
May 2022, with the increase in agricultural commodities price, remained overall stable over the summer. 

In total, EU trade reached again a record value.  EU monthly trade flows reached their highest point for 2022, 
at EUR 36.2 billion. EU trade balance remained stable month-to-month, at EUR 5.8 billion, which is also 
the highest value in 2022. 
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DYNAMIC EXPORTS TO THE UK AND CHINA 

EU agri-food exports increased by 3.2% month-to-

month, in value terms. Most significant increases 

were observed for the UK (+7%, +EUR 278 000), 

China (+18%, +EUR 235 000) and the United States 

(+5%, +EUR 124 000). Exports to the MENA region 

and to sub-Saharan Africa declined in September. 

EU top export products to the MENA region and 

sub-Saharan Africa are wheat, cereals 

preparations and mixed food preparations. EU 

exports of wheat declined in September (month-to-

month) both in quantity and value terms to these 

regions. Exports of others grains also dropped. On 

the contrary, export volumes of protein crops and 

fruit (apples, pears, peaches) increased significantly. 

Trade developments in January-September 2022 

EU exports to China in the first nine months of 

2022 reached EUR 11.1 billion. This is still 16.5% 

lower than for the same period in 2021, despite the 

increase in unit prices. The decline is mostly coming 

from a drop in exported volumes of other coarse 

grains, pigmeat and fresh dairy products. Exports of 

wheat doubled, reaching 751 million t.  

EU exports to the UK has reached EUR 35.4 billion 

from January to September 2022 (+16% compared 

to 2021). For the 20 most exported products to the 

UK, the unit price of EU exports increased compared 

to 2021 (mainly for poultry meat and potatoes). 

HIGH EXPORT VALUES ACROSS THE 

BOARD 

For the 20 top exported commodities, the value of 

exports declined month-to month only for five 

product groups in September (wheat, water and 

beverages, beer, other crop grains and whey 

powder). 

For wheat, beer and other coarse grains, the decline 

was due to a drop in volumes exported while for 

water and beverages and whey, there was also a 

notable price drop in September. 

% evolution from August to 
September 2022 

quantity value unit 
value 

Wheat -31% -30% -1% 
Water and non-alcoholic beverages  -2% 1% -3% 
Beer -1% -3% 2% 
Other coarse grains  -39% -43% 8% 
Whey powder -10% -8% -2% 

The export values of the top export products, 

cereals preparations, wine and mixed food 

preparations, increased in September by 7%, 18% 

and 6% respectively. This has been mainly driven by 

an increase in volumes exported. The UK was the 

main destination of these three products.  

In January-September 2022, EU exports of wine 

decreased compared to 2021. Top four importers of 

EU wine (the US, the UK, Russia and Canada) have 

declined imports by 68 000 litres (-5%).

EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS 
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IMPORTS REMAIN RATHER STABLE 

MONTH-TO-MONTH 

EU imports in September 2022 reached EUR 15.2 

billion. It increased by 3% compared to the 

previous month. The EU continued to import mostly 

from Brazil (EUR 1.9 billion), Ukraine (EUR 1.4 

billion) and the United Kingdom (EUR 1.3 billion).  

EU imports from Brazil remained at high level in 

September, to reach EUR 15.3 billion for the period 

January-September. 75% of this is coming from 

soya beans, coffee, soya meals and maize. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imports from Ukraine started to increase in May, 

reaching their highest level in September. They 

attained EUR 7.8 billion for the period Jan-Sept 

2022. The first top products (maize, sunflower oil, 

sunflower seeds and rapeseed) represented 70%. 

Highest increases in September were recorded for 

rapeseed oil and to a lesser extent rapeseed, 

maize and wheat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EU MAIZE AND PALM OIL IMPORTS ON 

THE RISE 

EU maize imports continued to increase in 

September, after the peak imports in August (3 

million t of imports in September) to fill the gap in 

the domestic production. 

Palm oil imports continued to rise for the third 

month in a row. Starting in June at 341 thousand t, 

EU imports increased by approximately 15% per 

month and reached 522 thousand t for the month 

of September. 

Over the period January-September 2022, EU 

oilseeds and protein crops imports remain the 

highest value (EUR 19 billion, +42% compared to 

2021), followed by fruit and nuts (EUR 16.8 

billion, +8% compared to 2021) and coffee, tea, 

coca and spices (EUR 16.5 billion, +33% 

compared to 2021). 

 

EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS 
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FOCUS 
EU trade with the US in 2021 and in January-September 2022 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The USA is one of the EU’s biggest trade partners for agriculture and food products. To enhance 
cooperation and dialogue in agricultural matters, in particular on sustainability, a Collaborative 
Platform on Agriculture was created between DG AGRI and the United States Department of 
Agriculture in November 2021.  In 2022 joint workshops were held on productivity, soil health, food 
security and GHG emissions, culminating in a wide ranging discussion between EU and US 
stakeholders in December. 

US-EU agri-food trade state of play in 2021 

In 2021, the EU exported agri-food products to the US in total value around 24.5 billion EUR. The most 
exported product groups in value are wine (EUR 2.9 billion), spirits and liqueurs (EUR 3.3 billion), and 
cereal preparations (EUR 1.6 billion). On the import side, the most important commodities are nuts, 
(EUR 2.2 billion), soya beans (EUR 1.9 billion) and mixed food preparations (EUR 696 000). In total 
2021, the EU imported EUR 9.2 billion. 

 

Trade in January-September 2022 

EU EXPORTS. From January to September 2022, EU exports to the US increased mostly for vegetable 
oils (+206%, +EUR 119 million), poultry and eggs (+143%, +EUR 13 million) and cereals (+88%, +EUR 
75 million). While the increase was mostly due to price increases, the quantities exported also rose. In 
the case of cereals, the unit price of EU exports even decreased in this period compared to last year. 

EU IMPORTS. Within the period January-September 2022, EU imports have reached EUR 7.9 billion 
(+EUR 2.2 billion compared to the same period in 2021). This was mainly driven by the overall upward 
trend in global commodity prices. Import unit value for soya beans from the US have increased by 
34%, unit value of nuts increased by 20%. The total value of importing these commodities 
corresponded to 43% of the total EU agri-food imports from the US. On the contrary, maize imports 
peaked in volume terms (+743 000t) while import unit value declined by 85%. 
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TABLE 1 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 2 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 3 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 4 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 5 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 6 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 7 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 8 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 9 

AGRI-FOOD TRADE BALANCE (MILLION EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twitter : @EUAgri 

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture 

#AgriFoodTrade  
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#AgriFoodTrade 
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https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture 

#AgriFoodTrade 
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