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2018: Exports drive EU agri-food 

trade surplus to record level 

Exports remain strong to the USA and China 

For the year 2018, EU agri-food exports steadied 

at EUR 137.4 billion, only -0.2% lower than the 

record level of EUR 137.7 billion in 2017. 

In 2018, the main export destinations for EU 

products (in EUR billion) were USA (22.2), China 

(11.1), Switzerland (8.3), Russia (6.6) and 

Japan (6.6). 

Major export gains in 2018 (in EUR million, % 

change from 2017) were achieved exports to the 

USA (+295; +1%), Ukraine (250; +14%), 

Algeria (+238; +10%), Japan (+224; +4%) 

Singapore (+216; +10%), Egypt (+175; 

+13%), Australia (+158; +5%) and Israel 

(+156; +9%). 

Exports in 2018 (in EUR million, % change from 

2017) were down for China (-761; -6%), Turkey 

(-528, -14%), Hong Kong (-400, -10%) and the, 

United Arab Emirates (-326, -11%). 

Spirits, wine and pasta lead export growth 

For specific products, exports grew in 2018 (in 

EUR million, % change from 2017) for spirits and 

liqueurs (+590; +6%), wine, vermouth, cider 

and vinegar (+286; +2%), pasta, pastry, 

biscuits and bread (+282; +6%), preparations of 

vegetables, fruit or nuts (+233; +5%), cereals 

other than wheat and rice (+221; +13%), 

waters and soft drinks (+216; +6%), beet and 

cane sugar (+180; +20%) and non-edible 

products (+175; +14%). 

On the other hand, in 2018 exports fell back (in 

EUR million, % change from 2017) in the 

following products: milk powders and wheys (-

489; -11%), raw hides and skins (-456; -24%), 

wheat (-441; -11%), offals (-380; -13%), pork 

meat, fresh, chilled and frozen (-308; -6%), 

fruit, fresh or dried excluding citrus and tropical 

fruit (-272; -11%) and caseins (-186; -9%). 



 

 

While EU agri-food imports also fell in 

2018, they increased significantly from the 

USA 

Agri-food imports from third countries in 2017 

accounted for EUR 115.6 billion, i.e. a decrease 

of -1.5% compared to 2017. 

The value of imports (in EUR million, % change 

from 2017) increased most significantly from the 

USA (+955; +9%). Other significant import 

increases were recorded from Russia (+332; 

+26%), Tunisia (+202; +44%), South Africa 

(+190; +7%). Over the 12 months period, EU 

imports of agri-food products also went up by 

more than EUR 100 million Ghana, Ukraine and 

Peru. 

Main origins for EU agri-food imports over the 

past 12 months remain the “Big 5” with over 

EUR 5 billion of imports, namely: the USA 

(11.9), Brazil (11.8), China (5.7), Ukraine (5.5), 

Argentina (5.1). High levels of imports also 

continue to originate from Switzerland (4.6), 

Turkey (4.5) and Indonesia (4.3).  

Imports into the EU of palm oil and 

unroasted coffee and bulk tea and imports 

from Indonesia and India recorded the 

biggest fall in 2018 

However, on the year-on-year basis, the value of 

agri-food imports in 2018 (in EUR million; % 

change since 2017) fell most from Indonesia (-

953; -18.1%), Argentina (-553; 9.7%), India (-

294; -8.6%), Canada (-266; -11.8%) and Ivory 

Coast (-200; -5.6%). Imports also fell by over 

EUR 100 million from Viet Nam (-188; -7.0%) 

and Philippines (-120; -12.0%). 

Looking at product categories, the biggest falls 

in import values in 2018 (EUR million; % change 

since 2017) were recorded for palm oil (-1059; -

16.1%) and unroasted coffee and tea in bulk (-

880; -11.2%), which reflect the big falls 

recorded in imports from Indonesia and India. 

Major import reduction were also recorded in 

beet and cane sugar (-690; -51.1%) oilseeds 

other than soybean (-474; -11.6%), tropical 

fruit (-348; -2.5%) and preparations of 

vegetables (-228; -6.5%). 

Increases in import in particular products were 

more evenly spread. In value terms (EUR 

million; % change since 2017), only cereals 

(+846; +27.8%), fruit (fresh or dried excluding 

citrus and tropical fruit) (+526; +8.5%) and 

olive oil (+208; +53.6%) recorded increases 

higher than EUR 200 million. 

 

With EU agri-food exports growing more 

than imports into the EU, the positive trade 

balance grew in 2018 by 7% 

With the stronger export performance in 2018 

and the slightly weaker growth in imports, the 

trade surplus grew by EUR 1.4 billion, that is, 

7.1% higher than in 2017, and have reached an 

all–time high of EUR 21.7 billion. 

 

 



 

 

Table 1: EU28 agri-food exports – top 20 destinations 

 

Table 2: EU28 agri-food exports – most important changes in December 2018 

 
 

  



 

 

Table 3: EU28 agri-food exports by product category 

 



 

 

Table 4: EU28 agri-food imports – top 20 origins 

 

Table 5: EU28 agri-food imports – most important changes in December 2018 

 

  

EU28 agri-food imports from ….    

PARTNER/PERIOD

(million Euro) 

source: COMEXT

Rank 

2017/18

Jan-17 - 

Dec-17

Jan-18 - 

Dec-18
 Dec-17  Dec-18

 mio € mio € mio € % mio € mio € mio € %

Extra-EU28  117.390 115.648 -1.742 -1,5 9.061 9.088 27 0,3

Ukraine 4 5.415 5.520 105 1,9 424 654 230 54,3

United States of America 1 10.989 11.944 955 8,7 837 948 111 13,3

Peru        17 2.158 2.262 104 4,8 203 249 47 23,1

Russia 23 1.284 1.616 332 25,9 119 157 38 31,7

Madagascar  41 477 532 55 11,4 88 114 26 29,9

Thailand    15 2.333 2.414 81 3,5 172 197 25 14,6

Ghana 25 1.314 1.435 121 9,2 95 118 23 24,0

Kenya       27 1.135 1.180 45 4,0 82 102 20 24,5

Ivory Coast 9 3.543 3.343 -200 -5,6 260 277 17 6,5

Nigeria     38 582 557 -25 -4,3 31 48 17 53,8

Vietnam 13 2.666 2.478 -188 -7,0 192 170 -22 -11,5

Argentina   5 5.680 5.127 -553 -9,7 403 380 -23 -5,7

Philippines 31 1.002 882 -120 -12,0 79 54 -25 -31,2

South Africa 11 2.705 2.895 190 7,0 211 186 -25 -11,7

Moldova 36 634 588 -46 -7,3 82 54 -28 -34,3

Tunisia     34 459 661 202 43,9 101 62 -38 -38,0

Brazil      2 11.834 11.858 24 0,2 904 837 -68 -7,5

Canada      20 2.250 1.984 -266 -11,8 292 202 -90 -30,7

Indonesia 8 5.280 4.327 -953 -18,1 380 272 -108 -28,4

India       10 3.439 3.145 -294 -8,6 304 194 -110 -36,2

other countries  52.210 50.899 -1.311 -2,5 3.802 3.811 9 0,2

cumulative data: 12 month period monthly data

Jan-18 - Dec-18 to 

Jan-17 - Dec-17

Difference 

Dec-18 to Dec-17



 

 

Table 6: EU28 agri-food imports by product category 

   



 

 

Table 7: EU28 agri-food trade balance (exports – imports) by product category 

 


