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The context for the REDII revision



Higher level of biodiversity 

protection 

Offshore RES as an EU 

priority

Promote efficiency and 

renewables in buildings

3 pillars for the energy system

1/ Efficiency & circularity 

2/ RES-E & electrification

3/ RES fuels (incl. hydrogen)

-55% GHG in 2030

38-40 % RES share

Climate neutrality in 2050
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A fast-changing policy context



EU RES share 2019 – 19,7 %

 Electricity Sector – 34,1 %

 Heating and Cooling Sector- 22,1 %

 Transport Sector – 8,9 %

Renewables deployment across the EU must be 
accelerated



Main characteristics of the questionnaire :

• 54 closed questions and 42 open questions

• Available on the EU Survey Platform 

• The questionnaire was open for 12 weeks, from 17 Nov. 2020 to 9 Feb. 2021

39,049 participants 

(38,404 respondents 

in personal 

capacity).

Participation results : 

Spain, Netherlands, 

Germany and 

Sweden (42%), UK 

(9%) and US (4%)

38 313 (98%) with 

identical replies 

requesting to 

exclude forest 

biomass

Open Public Consultation on RED II revision

Clear recognition of 
importance of renewable 
energy to deliver on EU 
climate ambitions 

98% of participants

RED needs to be more 
ambitious 

Clear support from 
business organisations

Overall target, 
transport, forest 
biomass are top 
priorities



REDII is 
insufficient

for renewables to cost-
effectively and 

sustainably contribute to 
-55% GHG

Insufficient ambition

in targets and measures to 
reach 38-40% RES in 2030

and corresponding shares in 
transport and heating and 

cooling

Lack of energy 
system integration 

provisions

to deliver on RES-based 
electrification, system 

integration, RES fuels and 
hydrogen, circularity 

Bioenergy 
sustainability criteria 

require strengthening in view 
of increased ambition

Issues addressed in the Impact Assessment of the REDII 
revision



Overview of measures



Overall RES share

At least 32%

EU binding

MS contributions + indicative formula

At least 40%

EU binding

MS contributions + indicative formula

REDII REDII revision
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1. Overall ambition – the EU-level target



Transport

Heating & Cooling

Buildings

Industry

REDII REDII revision

14% target for renewables in transport

3.5% sub-target for advanced biofuels (double 

counting)

-13 % reduction of the GHG intensity of 

transport fuels

2.2% sub-target for advanced biofuels

2.6% sub-target for RFNBOs

1.1 pp annual increase, indicative

1.0 pp in district H&C, indicative

1.1 pp annual increase, binding

2.1 pp in district heating, indicative

49% RES share in buildings

indicative

1.1 pp annual increase in industry RES share

indicative

50 % sub-target for RFNBOs

NEW

NEW

Background: target architecture underpinning the EU-level target

32% 40%



Sustainability criteria / forest biomass



Bioenergy - scenarios





Increase of fuelwood consumption



Why this is important?

• Expected increase in  RES:  bioenergy is important part  must ensure that 

bioenergy is used sustainably and in the most efficient way. 

• MS support schemes should avoid distortive effects on raw material market and 

negative impact on biodiversity / carbon sink

• Share of energy in biomass use is increasing - little signs for implementation of 

cascading principle

• European Green Deal: green oath / do no harm 

• Biodiversity Strategy: minimise use of roundwood for energy production

• JRC report 2021: Win-win and lose-lose situations for biodiversity and carbon 

sink of harvesting

• Specific protection for primary forests / highly biodiverse forests

Strengthened sustainability provisions for forest biomass
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Sustainaiblity

criteria (no-go 

areas) 

Application of EU 

bioenergy & GHG 

saving criteria

Cascading

principle

REDII 
(enhanced sustainability criteria

being implemented)

REDII revision
(targeted strengtening) 

Application also to small-scale installations 

equal or above e.g. 5 MW

GHG saving criteria apply also to existing

installations

New land criteria for forest biomass:

no sourcing from primary and highly 

biodiverse forests, peatland and wetland

Minimise large clear-cuts

MS to minimise distortions of biomass market

No support for saw & veneer logs, stumps/ roots

Delegated Act on cascading use of biomass

From 2026, no support for installations 

producing electricity with forest biomass*

Revised LULUCF Regulation (2030 EU and national targets, national land use plans)

Revised ETS (zero rating for biomass/biogas only if REDII compliant)

Only applicable to heat and power 

installations equal or above 20 MW

GHG saving criteria only for new 

installations

MS required to design support schemes with

the aim of avoiding undue distortions of 

the raw material market

Land criteria for agricultural biomass

Biodiversity/climate criteria for forest

biomass (risk-based approach)

+

5. Bioenergy sustainability: targeted strengthening EU criteria



Thank you for your attention!
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