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EU school scheme and local food systems

• « Member States may encourage in particular
local or regional purchasing , organic products,
short supply chains or environmental benefits
and, if appropriate, products recognised under
the quality schemes … »

Article 23(11), R 1308/2013

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1539155993424&uri=CELEX:02013R1308-20180101


• 18 MS with local / 

regional purchasing

• 14 MS Organic / SFSC

• 12 MS environmental

benefits: 

• food miles / transport 

distance, 

• seasonality, 

• no individual packaging

• 5 MS fair trade

• 2 MS Quality signs

• 1 MS other (Integrated 

pest management)



JRC report EIP report

http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC80420/final ipts jrc 80420 %28online%29.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_fg_innovative_food_supply_chain_management_final_report_2015_en.pdf


Definitions : Local food system

• ‘Local Food Systems’ = production, processing,
trade and consumption occur in a defined
geographical area

– No legal or agreed definition of ‘local’

– But in practice, often defined as radius of 20 – 100 km 
from point of sale. 

– Rural Development (Art. 11 Regulation 2014/807):
programme sets out a kilometric radius from the farm of
origin of the product, within which the activities of
processing and sale to the final consumer have to take
place; or sets out a convincing alternative definition

– Examples: Farmers’ Markets, CSAs, Box Schemes

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1539156874773&uri=CELEX:32014R0807


Definition: short chains

• ‘Short Food Supply Chains’ = reduced number
of links between producer and consumer; product
reaches consumer ‘embedded’ with information

– Can include LFS, but not restricted to them

– Could also be direct sales ‘at a distance’

Rural Development regulation (R 2014/807) “supply chains
involving no more than one intermediary between farmer and
consumer”





SFSC/LFS – Definitions



Consumer interest – Eurobarometers
2011-2018

• 92% agree that EU should encourage local
markets and distribution channels

• 89% agree that there are benefits to buying
locally from a farm

• 96% say that quality and 71% say that origin
of food is important

• More than three quarters (77%) say a respect
for local tradition and “know-how” is
important while 75% say coming from a
known geographic area is important in their
decision to buy food products

http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/survey/getsurveydetail/instruments/special/surveyky/2161


Policy interest in SFSCs and LFS 

• Retain added value at producer level, in
particular small producers; participate to
the increase of bargaining power

• Relocalise production in a global world:
reducing carbon emissions and waste

• Social inclusion / Quality: recreate the link
between producers and consumers



Literature review

• Overall strong consensus that SFSCs can deliver
social benefits; less agreement about exact
nature of economic and environmental impacts

• Social impacts: SFSCs favour interaction and
connection between farmers and consumer

1. Promote trust and social capital

2. Promote well-being

3. Develop a sense of community

4. Some evidence of behaviour change (e.g. pro-
health, pro-environmental)

5. Promote knowledge exchange and learning and
skills development for producers and consumer



Literature review
• Economic impacts:

1. SFSCs can maintain rural employment and 
generate higher multiplier effect

2. Synergies with tourism

3. higher share of value added is retained locally

4. Labour costs of direct marketing and transport 
can hinder SFSCs

• Environmental impacts:Intuition suggests that
localisation of production leads to less GHG
emissions BUT

1. ‘local’ production is not sufficient to ensure this,
due to logistical arrangements & energy
consumption (depending on crop)

2. Production methods play an important role in
determining environmental impact





Priority to local under school scheme ≠
Green Public Procurement

• GPP - process whereby public authorities seek to
procure goods, services and works with a
reduced environmental impact » Commission
Communication COM(2008)400 – Public
procurement for a better environment

• Criteria for food and catering services (under
revision)

• eg award criterion Seasonal produce

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/index_en.htm


School scheme and discussions on
local/short supply

• Transparent methodology

• Non-discriminatory treatment of tenderers

• Information sought from tenderers and criteria to 
assess the ability to deliver should be
proportionate and relevant

• Criteria for sustainable procurement

• Total distance of transport (food miles + synergies 
with educational measures)



Thank you


