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Donau Soja is… 

 

• An independent member-based organization 

• Fully democratic and transparent 

• Supported by 20 governments in Europe 

• A truly European organization working for the benefit of all   

• Based in Vienna – where the soy bean first arrived in Europe  

• Members in 22 countries  

• Not-for-profit (recognized as such by the Austrian Government) 

• Interprofessional: plant breeding, farming, processing, food and feed 

production, distribution, retail and civil society 
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POLITICAL SUPPORT:  
DONAU SOJA DECLARATION 
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EUROPE SOYA DECLARATION 

• Draft was aligned with Hungary, 
Austria and Germany 
 

• Declaration was signed by 14 
Agriculture Ministers in July 2017 in 
Brussels 

  
• Declaration was signed by 4 more 

countries in January 2018 in Berlin 
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WHY WORK WITH SOY IN 
EUROPE? 
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EUROPEAN PROTEIN SUPPLY 
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SOYBEAN SUPPLY IN EU-28 
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WHEAT YIELDS IN CENTRAL EU 

Eitzinger, Kersebaum, Formayer 2009, Landwirtschaft im Klimawandel 
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IS SOY BEAN FROM EUROPE 
READY TO BE A 
CHANGEMAKER? 
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SOY PRODUCTION IN EUROPE 

France 

2.3 

Hungary 
Austria 

2.6 

Croatia 
2.3 

2.6 

Serbia 
2.3 

Romania 

2.0 

Ukraine 

2.7 

1.5 

Russia (European) 

1.6 

Poland 

2.0 

2.6 

Germany 

Italy 

3.1 

2.1 

2.0 

1.9 

1.3 

›3% 

Share of soya on arable land (2016) 

‹1% 

Yield (2012-2016 avg) 

‹2.5 MT/HA 

2.5-3.0 MT/HA  

›3.0 MT/HA 

Source: DS statistics spreadsheets + FAO stats 

1-3% 
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SOY BEAN MILLS IN EUROPE 



<<<<<<< 

<<<<<<< 

15 // February 6, 2018 // Civil Dialogue Group "Arable Crops“ 

SOY PRODUCERS IN EU 
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2025 

- all soya demand could be satisfied with certified soybeans 
- half of soya demand will be covered by non-GM European production  

by 2025 

No big expansion in agriculural land use, no reduction in production of other crops: 
share of soya bean in total arable land goes up from 2 % to 5 % in Europe (1/3 of maize)  

OUR GOAL 

Sourcing protein (soya) feed demand in Europe until 2025 – 
our goal is to increase our market share in European Soya 
production 
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OUR WORK TO THIS VISION 
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A CROP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
BASED ON THREE PILLARS 

Soya 
cultivation 

Research and 
innovation 

Trained 
farmers 

Well-
functioning 
value chains 
and demand 



<<<<<<< 

<<<<<<< 

19 // February 6, 2018 // Civil Dialogue Group "Arable Crops“ 

DONAU SOJA / EUROPE SOYA IS … 

ORIGIN-
CONTROLLED 

NON-GM 

REDUCED USE OF 
PESTICIDES 

IN COMPLIANCE WITH 
LABOUR & HUMAN RIGHTS 

NO DEVELOPMENT OF NEW 
AGRICULTURAL LAND 
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WHAT ARE CONSUMERS LOOKING FOR? 

Eurobarometer  
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FIELD DEMONSTRATIONS & 
TRAININGS FOR PRODUCERS 
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SOY IN EUROPE… 

• New trade relationships 

• Strengthening of European 
companies  

• Strengthens the ‘European 
project’ 

• Investments in processing, 
storage and transport  

• Investments in seed and 
cultivation 

• European cutting-edge 
research and genetics 

• Jobs in structurally weak 
regions 

• Diversification of cropping  

• Establishment of uniform 
guidelines for non-GMO 
production in Europe 

 
…strengthens the east to west integration 
and development  



<<<<<<< 

<<<<<<< 

23 // February 6, 2018 // Civil Dialogue Group "Arable Crops“ 

PART OF A BIGGER GLOBAL PICTURE 

 
 How we obtain and use protein has profound consequences 

 
 Protein and nitrogen are connected  

 
 N cycle is the most exceeded planetary boundary 

 
 The Protein Challenge requires a Protein Transition 

 
 Five pillars leading to better human health, environmental 

improvement, and rural and economic development 
 
 



<<<<<<< 

<<<<<<< 

24 // February 6, 2018 // Civil Dialogue Group "Arable Crops“ 

 
 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION ! 
 
 
Ursula Bittner 
bittner@donausoja.org 
www.donausoja.org 
 

 
 
Donau Soja Facebook     Donau Soja Instagram 
 
Donau Soja LinkedIn     Donau Soja YouTube 
 

http://www.donausoja.org/
https://www.facebook.com/danubesoya

