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Invasive Alien Species 

• 12,000 alien species in the European environment 

• 10-15 % are invasive 

• Cost at least €12 billion per year to the European economy 

• Expanding problem 
 



Regulation on Invasive Alien Species 
Entry into force on 1/1/2015 

• Chapter 1: General provisions 

• Chapter 2: 

• Chapter 3: 

• Chapter 4: 

• Chapter 5: Horizontal provisions 

• Chapter 6: Final provisions  

Management of established IAS 

Early Detection and Rapid Eradication 

Prevention 



Prioritise on list of IAS of Union concern 

IAS of 
Union 

concern 

IAS of Regional 
concern 

IAS of Member 
State concern 

IAS 

• Commission and MS may 
propose IAS, providing:  

• a risk assessment  

• evidence that IAS meets criteria for 
listing 

• Step 1: Scientific Forum checks 
scientific robustness information 

• Step 2: Committee checks IAS 
for compliance criteria listing 

• Result: 

• First list (to be proposed by 
2/1/2016): 37 IAS, ready for 
adoption 

• First update: in preparation 



 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/na
ture/invasivealien/index_en.htm 



 

https://circabc.europa.eu/w/browse/ed95cea1-
4f6a-4a3b-b27d-b2bfb8288c42 



Scientific name Common name 

 Baccharis halimifolia   Eastern baccharis 

Cabomba caroliniana  Fanwort 

Eichornia crassipes  Water hyacinth 

 Heracleum persicum  Persian hogweed 

 Heracleum sosnowskyi  Sosnowski's hogweed 

Hydrocotyle ranunculoides Floating pennywort 

Lagarosiphon major  Curly waterweed 

Ludwigia grandiflora Water-primrose 

Ludwigia peploides Floating primrose-willow 

 Lysichiton americanus  American skunk cabbage 

Myriophyllum aquaticum  Parrot's feather 

 Parthenium hysterophorus  Whitetop weed 

 Persicaria perfoliata  Asiatic tearthumb 

 Pueraria lobata   Kudzu vine 

Plants on the first Union list 

Ch I – General provisions 



Scientifique name Common name 

Callosciurus erythraeus Pallas's squirrel 

Corvus splendens Indian house crow 

Eriocheir sinensis Chinese mittencrab 

Herpestes javanicus Small Indian mongoose 

Lithobates catesbeianus North American bullfrog 

Muntiacus reevesi Muntjac deer 

Myocastor coypus Coypu 

Nasua nasua Coati 

Orconectes limosus  Spiny-cheek crayfish 

Orconectes virilis  Virile crayfish 

Oxyura jamaicensis  Ruddy duck 

Pacifastacus leniusculus  Signal crayfish 

Percottus glenii Amur sleeper 

Procambarus clarkii  Red swamp crayfish 

Procambarus fallax f. virginalis Marble crayfish 

Procyon lotor Raccoon 

Pseudorasbora parva Stone moroko 

Sciurus carolinensis American grey squirrel 

Sciurus niger Fox squirrel 

Tamias sibiricus  Siberian chipmunk 

Threskiornis aethiopicus  Sacred ibis 

Trachemys scripta Red-eared and yellow-eared slider 

Vespa velutina  Asian hornet 

Animals on 
first Union list 



Scientific name Common name 

Alternanthera philoxeroides Alligator weed 
Acer negundo Box elder 
Alopochen egyptiacus Egyptian goose 
Asclepias syriaca Common milkweed 
Bison bison American bison 
Cervus nippon Sika deer 
Elodea nuttallii Nuttall's waterweed 
Gunnera tinctoria Chilean rhubarb 
Heracleum mantegazzianum Giant hogweed 
Homarus americanus American lobster 
Impatiens glandulifera Indian balsam 
Lupinus polyphyllus Large-leaved lupin 
Microstegium vimineum  Japanese stiltgrass  
Myriophyllum heterophyllum Broadleaf watermilfoil 
Nyctereutes procyonoides Raccoon dog 
Ondatra zibethicus Muskrat 
Pennisetum Setaceum Crimson fountaingrass 

IAS under examination for first update 



Preventing IAS of Union concern – 
intentional introductions 

Art 7: IAS of Union concern shall not be intentionally: 

a) Brought into or transited through the Union 

b) Kept, including in contained holding 

c) Bred, including in contained holding 

d) Transported, except in context of eradication 

e) Placed on the market 

f) Used or exchanged 

g) Permitted to reproduce 

h) Released into the environment 
 

Art 8: MS can issue permits for research, ex-situ conservation or 
medicinal use, under conditions 

Art 9: Commission can authorise other activities, under conditions 

Ch II – Prevention 



Preventing IAS of Union concern – 
unintentional introductions 

Art 13: 

• Within 18 months after adoption of list: analysis of pathways of 
IAS of Union concern + priority pathways 

• Within 36 months after adoption of list: action plan(s) to 
address priority pathways 

Ch II – Prevention 



Border control and surveillance for IAS 
of Union concern 

Art 14: Surveillance 

• Within 18 months after adoption of the first list, MS shall 
establish surveillance system 

• Building upon existing systems 

 

Art 15: Official controls 

• By 2 January 2016, MS shall put border control structures in 
place 

• To prevent intentional introductions 

• Building upon existing systems 

 

Ch III – Early Detection and 
Rapid Eradication 



Early detection and rapid eradication of 
IAS of Union concern 

Art 16: Early detection notification 

• Confirm early detection of IAS of Union concern 

• Notify Commission and inform other Member States 
 

Art 17: Rapid eradication 

• Within 3 months after notification, MS shall apply eradication 
measures 

• With due regard to human health and the environment + spare 
animals any avoidable suffering 

 

Art 18: Derogation from rapid eradication obligation 

• Within 2 months after the notification, MS may decide not to 
apply eradication measures, if conditions are met, and inform 
Commission with evidence, Commission may reject 

Ch III – Early Detection and 
Rapid Eradication 



Management of widely spread IAS of 
Union concern 

Art 19.1 

• Within 18 months after adoption of list MS have in place effective 
management measures 

• Proportionate to impact and appropriate to specific circumstances 

• Based on analysis of costs and benefits 

• Prioritised based on risk evaluation and cost-effectiveness 

Art 19.2 

• Lethal or non-lethal actions, aimed at eradication, population control or 
containment 

• Commercial use may be temporarily allowed as part of management 
measures, under conditions 

Art 19.3 

• Due regard to human health and environment + spare animals any 
avoidable suffering 

Ch IV – Management of 
widely spread IAS 



• LIFE 

 

 

 

 

 

• Regional Development 

 

 

Financial support 

• Rural Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Research funding 

 



LIFE-projects 



Thank you for your attention! 

myriam.dumortier@ec.europa.eu 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/invasivealien/index_en.htm 


