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THE GLOBAL 
CHALLENGE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The global challenge�
WWF has been around for more than half a century, and during that time the world has changed. 

Species and natural places have been saved, and we have example of economy and society moving towards a more sustainable path. But wildlife numbers globally have fallen by more than half. We continue to see forests destroyed, coral reefs dying, rivers running dry, and species going extinct at an alarming rate. Climate change is starting to bite. And, as a growing human population consumes ever more, the pressures on nature continue to mount.

The loss of nature’s riches makes us all poorer − materially, spiritually and emotionally. But it also threatens our future. Extreme weather, soil degradation, collapsing fish stocks, biodiversity extinction and water scarcity jeopardize food security and the livelihoods of hundreds of millions. 

Overexploitation of natural resources undermines the foundations of development. The social and economic impact of climate change and the degradation of natural systems are incalculable and, if unabated, will be catastrophic.

Despite their immense value, nearly half of the world’s forests have been lost. What’s worse, we’re cutting them down at greater rates each year to plant crops, graze cattle and generate income from timber and other forest products.

Deforestation accounts for about 11% of global greenhouse gas emissions caused by humans — comparable to the emissions from all of the cars and trucks on Earth combined.

Although halting deforestation may carry costs in terms of lost agricultural and logging opportunities, these are far outweighed by the value of the ecosystem services provided by forests. A recent UN report found that reducing deforestation rates have been estimated to result in an annual benefit of US$183 billion in the form of ecosystem services. 



3

Temperature increase since pre-
industrial times… most 
ecosystems will struggle at 2°C 
warming 

1°C 
Mass extinction1… the first since 
the disappearance of the 
dinosaurs, and the first driven 
by humankind (a.k.a. the 
Anthropocene)

6th

60% overall decline in vertebrate 
population sizes (i.e., mammals, 
mammals, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians and fish) between 
1970 and 2014

1. When Earth loses 75%+ of species in geologically short interval 
Source: WWF Living Planet Report 2018, IPCC report, Barnosky, A. D. et al. "Has the Earth’s sixth mass 
extinction already arrived?"

Our planet is collapsing
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"Over the next 2 years, there will 
be United Nations decisions on 
Climate Change, Sustainable 
Development and a New Deal 
for Nature. Together these will 
form our species' plan for a route 
through the Anthropocene. What 
we do in the next few years will 
profoundly affect the next few 
thousand years."

Sir David Attenborough

Source: World Economic Forum Annual Meeting, Jan 2019 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this environment of increasing risk to people, we have an opportunity to act NOW to reverse the startling decline of nature that will impact life on Earth for generations to come
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Our vision for a 
New Deal for 
Nature and People

• Reverse the loss of nature

• Protect and restore nature 
by 2030 for the benefit of 
people and the planet

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nature is in rapid decline and, with it, the natural assets that underpin economic prosperity and human well-being. In response to the science and for the prosperity of people, we are calling countries to come together to build a New Deal for Nature and People.

We have before us an unparalleled opportunity, for the environmental movement and our society as a whole, as we head into 2020, where a series of decisions will be taken.

The New Deal will consist of the adoption, by countries, in 2020, of a strong mechanism, supported by all stakeholders and key players, to address nature loss and to reverse its decline by 2030. It will allow for and be effective through the contribution of other sectors (business, finance, civil society, local communities) via commitments and credible action.

WWF is working with WEF and other external partners to achieve this vision. 
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Deforestation © Philippe T. / WWF-France, forest © Zig Koch / WWF

FORE
STSTHE 

CHALLENGEWe must:

• help people 
understand 

the value of forests 
to nature and 
themselves

• halt the 
destruction and 

restore our forests

FORESTS
OUR AMBITION

50% of the world’s 
forests are effectively 
protected or under 
improved management.

Deforestation has been 
halted.

350 million hectares of 
forest landscapes are 
restored. A world enriched by extensive, 

resilient forest landscapes 
benefiting biodiversity, people and 
climate

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The challenge

Our 2030 goals are aligned to Paris Agreement, SDGs, CBD, Bonn Challenge and other global agreements

Forests are essential to life on Earth, yet they are not valued enough by society. Every year, we lose 8.8 million hectares of forest, mostly in rich tropical habitats, mainly for agriculture and infrastructure development. Even larger areas of forest are being degraded around the world. All this threatens the survival of countless species, fuels climate change, jeopardizes people’s livelihoods and undermines the vital services that forests provide. We need to halt the destruction and restore our forests.

We engage with indigenous people, communities, smallholders, policymakers and the private sector to combat deforestation and forest degradation, and demonstrate that 
the world’s growing demand for wood can be met through sustainable forest management and well-managed plantations. 

Our combined efforts with key partners on policy and practice help countries and governments deliver on their ambitious forest restoration commitments. And we are developing innovative ways to expand protected areas, as well as Indigenous and Community Conserved Areas.

Greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation and forest degradation will be reduced by supporting actions that support climate change mitigation and adaptation. We will align public and private sector efforts to address deforestation, as outlined in the UN New York Declaration on Forests and the Paris climate agreement, to tackle drivers such as agriculture and infrastructure development. 

And innovative integrated approaches across landscapes will be developed and prototyped to produce greater strategic impact at scale and to promote wider understanding of landscape approaches and how to apply them.

Protection of biodiversity and social/cultural aspects are as important as economic benefits from forests, 

It is important to look at forests from a global perspective - we are depending on forests for our future, which means that we have to look at our forests in the EU but cannot forget forests outside the EU and how the way we life in the EU influences those forests and the people living in them



Mechanisms for 
safeguarding 
and enhancing 
the delivery of 
ecosystem 
services through 
forests

 Balanced approach to management of 
forests that equally considers economic, 
social and environmental aspects

 Better coordination and cooperation 
between government agencies working on 
forestry and nature protection to integrate 
management planning

 Enhance funding to forest owners, whose 
forests are providing ecosystem services 
(such as under the LIFE programme)

 Engage the finance and banking sector to 
build markets for ecosystem services

© Nigel Dickinson / WWF
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Thank you!
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