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• Basic concept

• Data compilation systems

• Major definitions

• Impact of administrative procedures on data 
recording 

• Data dissemination  
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Basic concept in International Trade 
in Goods Statistics (ITGS)

1st October 2021

• As a general principle trade statistics record all 
goods which add to or subtract from the stock of 
material resources of a country by entering 
(import) or leaving (export) its economic 
territory. 

• ITGS records physical movement of goods 
independently from the ownership of the goods 
or various sales transactions.
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ITGS records physical movement of 
goods 

1st October 2021
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Definition:

France — MS of export

Netherlands — Intermediary

Germany — MS of import

Netherlands

France

In
v

o
ic

e

Germany

Supplier of apples

1st purchaser Invoice

Final customer

Apples

A company in NL bought apples from a farmer in FR and 
exported to DE. In ITGS FR export to DE and DE imports from 
FR will be recorded. 
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Intra-Union trade

● Statistical survey 
(Intrastat)

● Customs declarations

● VAT data

● Various administrative 
registers and 
additional data sources 
for some specific 
goods 

Extra-Union trade

● Customs 
declarations

● Various administrative 
registers and additional 
data sources for some 
specific goods 

1st October 2021
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ITGS - data sources 
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Trade with the UK data collection 
particularities after 1 January 2021

1st October 2021

• EU Member States collect and send trade data for 
partner UK via two separate channels:
• UK (excluding Northern Ireland) data – code XU –

are collected via customs declarations and sent to 
Eurostat s 40 days after the end of the reference month. 

• UK (Northern Ireland) data – code XI – continue to be 
collected via statistical Intrastat  declarations and sent 
to Eurostat 70 days after the end of the reference 
month. 

• Eurostat aggregates the data and publishes them 
for partner UK.
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Intra-Union trade

Import

● Member State of 
consignment

Export

● Member State of 
destination

Extra-EU trade

Import

● Country of origin

● Export

● Country of last known 
destination

1st October 2021
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Partner country 
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Partner country definition in case of 
United Kingdom 

1st October 2021

• As of 1 January 2021, data on imports from the 
UK are based on a mixed concept:

• the concept of country of consignment continues to 
be used for imports from Northern Ireland, while 

• the concept of country of origin applies for the imports 
from the UK (excluding Northern Ireland), as for any 
other extra-EU partner country.
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Partner country - definitions

1st October 2021

 Member State/country of consignment
means a country from which goods were
dispatched.

 Member State/country of destination means
the last country to which it is known at the time
of reporting that the goods are to be delivered.

 Country of origin means a country where the 
goods were wholly obtained or produced or where 
the goods underwent their last, substantial 
transformation.
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Intra-Union trade

● calendar month of 
export or import of the 
goods

● calendar month during 
which chargeable 
event occurs for intra-
EU supplies/acquisition

Extra-EU trade

● calendar month when 
the customs 
declaration is accepted 
by customs authorities

1st October 2021
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Reference period
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Quasi imports 

1st October 2021
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MS A
MS B

Import customs declaration 

is lodged

Intra-EU flow

Non-member 

country

Extra-EU flow

Quasi import

MS B
Normal transit

Normal import

MS A
Import customs declaration is 

lodged

Non-member 

country

Extra-EU flow
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EU

Morocco (MA)

France (FR) 
Extra- Union imports

O
ra

n
g

e
s

United Kingdom (UK)

Company D (VAT registration) of  A

Oranges

Company A — ordering party

Invoice

Recording in ITGS:

France:

Extra -Union imports, 

Partner country (PC)=MA 

Intra-Union exports, 

PC=UK

United Kingdom:

Intra-Union imports, 

PC=FR

Intra– Union Export

Intra– Union Import EU

Statistical recording of quasi imports
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EU

Morocco (MA)

France (FR) 

United Kingdom (UK)

Company D —subsidiary of A

Company A — ordering party

Invoice

Recording in ITGS:

France:

nothing recorded in ITGS

United Kingdom:

Import, PC=MA

Import

EU

Statistical recording depending on 
administrative procedures

O
ra

n
g

e
s

Export
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Publication of the UK data (1)
1st October 2021

• The aggregated and detailed data can be found 
under this link:

• https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/international
-trade-in-goods/data/database

14

UK trade February - October 2020 by HS2-4-6 and CN8 (DS-1165455)

UK (NI) trade since 2021 by HS2-4-6 and CN8 (DS-1267290)
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Publication of the UK data (2)
1st October 2021

• In COMEXT data set the UK data sets are 
grouped under heading  Non-EU data sets. 
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