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MONITORING EU AGRI-FOOD TRADE:  

DEVELOPMENTS JANUARY-SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

JANUARY - SEPTEMBER 2021: EU27 AGRI-FOOD TRADE VALUE FURTHER INCREASES 

IN EARLY AUTUMN  

During the first nine months of 2021, EU27 agri-food trade (exports + imports) 
reached a value of €239.5 billion; i.e. 6.1% more than in January-September 
2020. EU27 exports increased by 8% compared to the corresponding period in 

2020, reaching €145.2 billion. EU27 imports attained €94.2 billion, 3.5% more 
than the corresponding value for the first nine months in 2020. Looking at monthly 

developments, EU agri-food export values in September 2021 were 11% higher 
than the previous month, while EU import values in the same month were 6% 
higher than August 2021. 

mailto:Agri-A1@ec.europa.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/trade/trade-and-international-policy-analysis
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/trade/trade-and-international-policy-analysis
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/trade/trade-and-international-policy-analysis
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EU27 EXPORTS: INCREASING EXPORTS TO THE US, 

EXPORTS IN VALUE TO UK OVER 2020 LEVELS 

On a year over year basis, for the period January-
September 2021, EU27 export values increased 

most to the United States (↗€2 351 m, ↗15%), 
when compared with the same period in 2020. 

While the majority of EU agri-food products to the 
US reported higher export values, the biggest 

increases were noted for wine (↗€938 m, ↗35%), 

spirits and liqueurs (↗€457 m, ↗23%) and 

chocolate and confectionery (↗€186 m, ↗28%).  

Other destinations, for which the values of EU27 

agri-food exports have increased most since 
January 2021 compared to the first nine months of 

2020, include South Korea (↗€593 m, ↗26%, 
mainly wine, pig meat, wheat and meslin) and  

Switzerland (↗€570 m, ↗9%, mainly due to 
higher exports of wine). 

China (↗€507 m, ↗4%) came fourth with higher 
EU export values for the majority of products. In 
particular, good performance was noted for coarse 

grains (↗€328 m, ↗121%), spirits and liqueurs 

(↗€314 m, ↗84%), and wine (↗€212 m, ↗50%). 
However Chinese imports of EU pig meat, after 
very high import values observed last year, register 
the largest decline (↘€525 m, ↘13%) along with 

infant food (↘€459 m, ↘23%). 

Over the same period, the value of exports to the 

United Kingdom is no longer lower than it was on 

the same period in 2020 (↗€166 m, ↗0.5%). 
Exports were particularly depressed in the 
beginning of the year, after which they rebounded. 

Exports of cigars and cigarettes (↘€254 m, ↘50%) 

and pig meat (↘€133 m, ↘18%) decreased most. 
However, for other products exports have 
increased in value compared to the same period in 

2020, such as for wine (↗€510 m, ↗28%) and live 

animals (↗€204 m, ↗96%). 

On the other hand, for the first nine months of 

2021, EU27 export values fell most to Saudi 

Arabia (↘€447 m, ↘14%), particular driven by 
lower exports of wheat, barley and cereal 
preparations. Other destinations, for which the 

value of EU27 agri-food exports has decreased 
most since January 2021 compared to the same 

period last year, include Hong Kong (↘€141 m,  
↘8% - cereal preparations) and Kuwait (↘€115 m, 

↘21%).  

 

The main EU27 export destinations in the first nine 

months of 2021 were the United Kingdom, the 
United States, China, Switzerland and Japan. 51% 

of EU agri-food exports went to these five 
countries. 

EU27 EXPORTS: STRONG PERFORMANCE OF EU 

EXPORTS OF WINE, SPIRITS AND LIQUEURS  

Looking at product categories, the rise in EU export 
values was driven, in particular, by trade in wine 

(↗€2 912 m, ↗30%), and spirits and liqueurs 

(↗€1 365 m, ↗28%). Other noteworthy increases in 
value terms were observed for rapeseed and 

sunflower oils (↗€751 m, ↗32%) and chocolate and 

confectionery (↗€699 m, ↗12%).   

On the other hand, EU exports of infant food 

(↘€757 m, ↘12%) and wheat (↘€390m, ↘7%) saw 
the biggest declines in value terms compared to 

the same period in 2020. Significant decreases 

were also reported for tropical fruits (↘€125 m, 
↘11%), vegetables (↘€117 m, ↘3%) and butter 
(↘€116 m, ↘10%).  

The EU agri-food product categories with highest 

export values in the period January-September 
2021 included wine, pig meat, pasta and pastry, 

chocolate and confectionery, spirits and liqueurs. 
These products accounted for more than 27% of 
EU27 total agri-food exports.  
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EU27 IMPORTS: STRONG DECLINE IN EU IMPORTS 

FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM  

During the period January-September 2021, the 
value of EU27 agri-food imports increased by 3.5% 

compared to the first nine months of 2020. While in 
January and February imports were lower than in 

years before, they bounced back to higher than 
usual levels in summer. The value of EU imports 

fell mostly from the United Kingdom (↘€2 983 m, 
↘27%). While lower import values from UK were 
reported for almost all agri-food product categories 

- except for notably spirits and liqueurs (↗€51 m, 

↗4%), those with the most significant import 
reductions in value include tropical fruits, nuts and 

spices (↘€217 m, ↘88%), wine, vermouth, cider 
and vinegar (↘€170 m, ↘67%), pet food (↘€153 m, 

↘28%), vegetables (↘€148 m, ↘52%), chocolate 
and confectionery (↘€126 m, ↘19%). Monthly 
import values from the UK in September 2021 were 

25% lower compared to the same month in 2020, 
after having fallen sharply since January 2021  

(↘18% in August,↘21% in July). 

A further decrease was also observed in EU imports 
from the United States ( ↘ €570 m, ↘ 8%) 

compared to the first nine months of 2020. This 
was primarily driven by reduced imports of tropical 

fruit, nuts and spices (↘€414 m, ↘16%) as well as 

wheat (↘€132 m, ↘62%). On the other hand, a 
notable increase in value of EU imports was 

reported for US soya beans (↗€148 m, ↗16%), 
mainly price-driven. 

Other destinations, for which the value of EU27 

agri-food imports fell most since January 2021 
compared to the first nine months of 2020, include 

Canada (↘€218 m, ↘11% - rapeseed and 
sunflower seeds), New Zealand (↘€111 m, ↘9% - 

sheep meat) and Moldova (↘€105 m, ↘27%). 

 

 

 

On the other hand, countries for which the EU27 
import values have kept increasing most since 

January 2021 include Brazil (↗€1 457 m, ↗16% - 
soya beans – mainly price-driven), Indonesia 

(↗€601 m, ↗18% - fatty acids),  Argentina (↗€545 
m, ↗17% - soya bean oilcakes), Australia 

(↗€541 m, ↗56%), and India (↗€388 m, ↗21%). 

The top origins for EU agri-food imports in the first 
eight months of 2021 included Brazil, United 

Kingdom, United States, Ukraine and China. These 
countries accounted for 36% of EU27 agri-food 
imports in value terms.  

EU27 IMPORTS:  STRONG INCREASE IN EU VALUE 

OF IMPORTS OF OILCAKES AND SOYA BEANS DRIVEN 

BY HIGHER PRICES  

Looking at product categories over the first nine 

months of 2021, the highest decreases in import 
values continued to be reported for tropical fruit, 

nuts and spices (↘€545 m, ↘5%), fruit juices 

(↘€199 m, ↘13%), wine, vermouth, cider and 
vinegar (↘€168 m, ↘13%), citrus fruits (↘€156 m, 

↘10%) and raw tobacco (↘€155 m, ↘10%). 

On the other hand, import values increased most 

for oilcakes (↗€1 249 m, ↗27%, price-driven), 
soya beans (↗€1 213 m, ↗31%, price-driven), 

palm and palm kernel oil (↗€723 m, ↗18%, 
price-driven), fatty acids and waxes (↗€723 m, 

↗31%), and cocoa beans (↗€338 m, ↗12%). 

The EU agri-food products with highest import 
values in the period January-September 2021 

included fruits (tropical and other than citrus), 
oilcakes, soya beans, palm & palm kernel oil. These 

products accounted for nearly 32% of EU27 agri-
food imports’ value.  

EXPANDING SURPLUS IN EU27 AGRI-FOOD TRADE 

During the period January-September 2021, the 
EU27 agri-food trade surplus’ value stood at  
€51 billion, an increase of 17% compared to the 

corresponding period in 2020. This net trade 
balance remained to be driven by high exports of 

wine, pig meat, infant food, chocolate and 
confectionery, pasta and pastry.  
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TABLE 1: EU27 AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES PER PARTNER COUNTRIES  

 

TABLE 2: EU27 AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – TOP 20 DESTINATIONS 
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TABLE 3: EU27 AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES PER PRODUCT CATEGORIES 

 

 

TABLE 4: EU27 AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – TOP 20 PRODUCT CATEGORIES 
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TABLE 5: EU27 AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES PER PARTNER COUNTRIES 

 

TABLE 6: EU27 AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – TOP 20 ORIGINS 
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TABLE 7: EU27 AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES PER PRODUCT CATEGORIES 

 

TABLE 8: EU27 AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – TOP 20 PRODUCT CATEGORIES 

  

PRODUCT/PERIOD
Share

2020
2019 2020

Jan-21 - 

Sep-21

% %

TOTAL AGRIFOOD 100.0  121 672  121 567  94 210  3 202 3.5

Tropical fruit, fresh or dried, nuts and spices 11.0  12 881  13 373  9 599 -  545 -5.4

Oilcakes 5.2  6 705  6 292  5 846  1 249 27.2

Soyabeans 4.2  4 720  5 135  5 085  1 213 31.3

Fruit, fresh or dried, excl. citrus & tropical fruit 5.0  5 583  6 086  4 880   164 3.5

Palm & palm kernel oil 4.5  4 844  5 444  4 859   723 17.5

Unroasted coffee, tea in bulk & mate 5.0  6 192  6 108  4 747   63 1.4

Vegetables, fresh, chilled and dried 3.8  4 606  4 598  3 428   31 0.9

Oilseeds, other than soyabeans 3.9  4 288  4 734  3 287   26 0.8

Cocoa beans 3.1  4 058  3 725  3 199   338 11.8

Fatty acids and waxes 2.5  2 411  3 015  3 032   723 31.3

Vegetable oils other than palm & olive oil 2.7  2 996  3 240  2 797   322 13.0

Preparations of vegetables, fruit or nuts 3.0  3 421  3 639  2 785   118 4.4

Cereals, other than wheat and rice 2.6  4 394  3 183  2 613   259 11.0

Spirits and liqueurs 2.5  3 554  3 061  2 230   114 5.4

Food preparations, not specified 2.3  2 615  2 746  2 130   130 6.5

Pasta, pastry, biscuits and bread 1.8  2 132  2 136  1 692   128 8.2

Cocoa paste and powder 1.7  1 995  2 111  1 600 -  42 -2.5

Pet food 1.8  1 976  2 216  1 596 -  21 -1.3

Raw tobacco 1.7  2 371  2 100  1 452 -  155 -9.6

Chocolate, confectionery and ice cream 1.7  2 160  2 114  1 447 -  105 -6.8

other products 30.0  37 772  36 513  25 904 - 1 531 -5.6

Yearly data Monthly data

Difference

Jan-21 - Sep-21 to 

Jan-20 - Sep-20

million EUR million EUR
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EU27 AGRI-FOOD TRADE BALANCE (EXPORTS – IMPORTS) BY PRODUCT CATEGORY 

 


