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How could the sustainability aspects of GIs be reinforced? 
(1)

Sustainability over time is an increasingly important issue that
characterises the quality of food products (and especially GI
products) as an “extrinsic attribute” and “trust good”.
Considering GI products, it is necessary to:
1) be aware of the characteristics of GI products: 

a) they are embedded products within their territory from 
which they bear their name and are the result of technical and 
social "compromises" that evolve over time through collective 
governance systems
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How could the sustainability aspects of GIs be reinforced? 
(2)

1) be aware of the characteristics of GI products: 
b) Using traditional production techniques, a public code of 

practice, they generate private and public goods. 
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How could the sustainability aspects of GIs be reinforced? 
(3)

2) Adopt a concept of sustainability and specific analysis method 
for GI products (S2F, D3.1, 2016)
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How could the sustainability aspects of GIs be reinforced? 
(3)

3) Identify and share the determinants that impact on sustainability
4) Facilitate the compensation of externalities generated by GI 

products
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Which tools and incentives will enable GI producers to best
meet the environmental, climate and animal welfare
challenges while ensuring their long-term benefits? (1)
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Enabling tools for GI producers: 
- Common set of indicators;
- Operational methodologies such as 

spreadsheets associated with indicators;
- Guide which support the assessment of 

indicator in different LAFS and products
- Information on existing good practice. 

https://www.strength2food.eu/resources/ 
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Which tools and incentives will enable GI producers to best
meet the environmental, climate and animal welfare
challenges while ensuring their long-term benefits? (2)
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Incentives aimed to support Groups, especially if small, for:
• To understand and manage the determinants included in the code 

of practice that generate public goods and influence sustainability;
• To support research on public good generation for their specific GIs;
• To assess of the evolution of the determinants over time and 

adopting required forms of governance aimed to react;
• To communicate public goods existence to consumers and citizens;
• To improve the effectiveness of SFSC and PSFP via GIs and related 

benefits;
• To subsidise certification cost associated to public goods.
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How could clear information on sustainability aspects of 
GIs be best conveyed to consumers?

9

• Use a collective strategy shared through Groups and GI Inter-branch
Organizations;

• Communicate the feature of Gis’ Code of practice an make explicit
the link with Public Goods;

• Communicate the state of the art and the evolution of public goods
using indicators, dashboards, and social accounting report;

• Attract consumers to production sites;
• Support communication campaign for small Groups (even by co-

marketing strategy);
• Use a third-party certification that guarantees the truthfulness of

public goods and externalities related to the product, for the benefit
of the territory, producers, citizens and consumers.
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The conceptual 
framework The use of indicators The public goods

How could the sustainability performance of GI production 
be verified?
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How could the sustainability performance of GI 
production be verified?
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• A common conceptual framework which links together: i) 
Area of production, ii) Value chain, iii) Governance 
structure; iv) Research center and v) Stakeholders: Local 
Agrifood System (LAFS);

• A shared methodology to assess sustainability by: i) 
defining  set of environmental, social and economic 
indicators; ii) defining a methodology suitable to their 
assessment; iii) data collection and elaboration; iv) 
communication to internal and external stakeholders. 

• A “commitment” by GI Groups.
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Comté value chain
Parmigiano Reggiano LAFS

Local Agrifood System and Value Chain
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Comparison between products and technologies
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Arfini, F., Bellassen, V. (2019). 
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Comparison between years
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Parmigiano Reggiano Cheese Arfini, F. at all, (2019). 
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An holistic approach to assess the sustainability of GIs 

Measuring the level of sustainability 
of different production systems (Food 
Quality Schemes – FQS), including 
Protected Designation of Origin 
(PDO), Protected Geographical 
Indication (PGI), and organic products
A number of 52 products was 
investigated with 150 variables 
refined into the 23 indicators



This project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon 
2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 
678024.

16

The landscape as indicator of public good

Stanislao Farri: the Parmigiano Reggiano landscape
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Further information
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 filippo.arfini@unipr.it

 Strength2Food website: www.strength2food.eu

 Twitter: #Strength2Food

 Facebook: @Strength2Food

 YouTube: via SciFoodHealth

Thank You!

mailto:Filippo.arfini@unipr.it
http://www.strength2food.eu/
https://twitter.com/SciFoodHealth
https://www.facebook.com/Strength2Food/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqQdmZjvfjX1wT_IbeS-GNQ/search?query=strength2food
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Thank you for your attention! 
Any questions?

filippo.arfini@unipr.it
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