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AT Agri-Environmental Programme „ÖPUL“ 
Framework & Structure 

• Since 1995 
» high participation rate 

• ÖPUL 2023 AECM + Eco-Schemes 
» evolution of existing framework 

• Environmental ambition 
» horizontal & specific approach 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Austrian Agri-Environmental Programme – short „ÖPUL“.It offers a broad selection of voluntary funding measures for different environmental challenges, farm types and regions.The programme has existed for almost 30 years, it is well known in the sector and about 80 % of farms receiving CAP payments participate – as you can see here in the graph.In developing the new ÖPUL Programme 2023 and onwards, it was crucial to increase environmental ambitions, while maintaining a certain level of consistency. From our experience, the key is to provide different solutions for our complex environmental challenges, which is why we are providing horizontal approaches with a high uptake and more ambitious and site-specific measures.



Biodiversity & Pollinators 
Background 

Abandonment Intensification 

 agriculturally used land becomes scarce low-productive areas are at risk of 
and potential high yield land is intensified abandonment of agricultural use 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Which is needed, since in Austria and all over Europe, the trend towards bigger and more intensive farms in favourable locations on the one hand and land-abandonment in low-productive regions on the other, is a challenge.This challenge requires different answers to deal with consequences such as loss of biodiversity which is especially apparent in Austria.
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Biodiversity & Pollinators 
Biodiversity-enhancing Management [UBB] & Organic Farming 

Basic requirements 

Top-up payments 
Source: BML, II/3 

Source: BML, II/3 

Source: BML, II/3 

Combinable interventions 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In our ÖPUL programme, we have two more basic schemes that focus on biodiversity - the intervention on biodiversity-enhancing management and the intervention for organic farming – and more than 50 % of the farms receiving ÖPUL funding participateThese Farmers need to comply with the basic requirements on their whole farm – such as crop diversification and training, but also a minimum of 7 % biodiversity area on arable land and grassland – which is the central element of these measures and our attempt to achieve the Green Deal Goal of 10 % landscape elements. In the new ÖPUL programme, we are promoting additional environmental performances also in the organic sector, by introducing mandatory biodiversity areas also in the organic farming intervention.On top of these basic requirements, more ambitious farms can generate additional payments by creating and maintaining landscape features, additional biodiversity areas, flower strips etc. Besides that, other ÖPUL interventions can be combined with these two basic schemes or even build up on them, such as the management of species-rich grasslands. The intention is to increase the uptake and to generate a higher environmental performance. 
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Biodiversity & Pollinators 
Nature conservation 

Farmer‘s 
application 

Source: BML, II/3 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now moving from the general approach, to a more targeted one: our ÖPUL programme is the biggest contract-based nature conservation programme in AT with two main interventions: the classic scheme with selected obligations based on the results of biodiversity mapping and the new innovative result based programme that focuses more on indicators, for example to provide breeding areas for specific bird species. The result based approach offers more involvement of the famers but requires more consultation from advisors. The implementation of these two interventions are very successful - almost 4 % of our agricultural land is covered by it, with about 10 % of our ÖPUL funding.
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Water management & Climate adaptation 
Background 

» Overall good water quality 

» Local groundwater pollution 
through leeching 

» Material inputs through soil erosion 
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Source: BAW, 2020 

Risk of higher environmental impacts 
due to climate change! 

Source: BFW 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another subject that I am addressing today is the protection of our water resources under increasingly difficult climatic conditions. When it comes to water quality, we can show a relatively good status in AT – this is also indicated on the slide, the graph shows a decrease in nitrate concentrations in our groundwater over time.However, there are regions with detected groundwater pollution and high soil erosion caused by agricultural practices – the risk areas seen on the maps are the arable regions in Austria.With the impact of the climate crisis, we are experiencing more frequent droughts and heavy rain events. These will increase the environmental pressure on our water and soil resources even further.
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Water management & Climate adaptation 
Cover crops, Erosion control & Groundwater protection  
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Horizontal approach: cover crops 
& reduced/no-till 

Specific measures: groundwater 
protection, erosion control for potatoes 
& greening of vulnerable areas 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Green covers and minimum tillage on arable land are important farming measures contributing to healthy, humus-rich soils and decrease the risk of leeching and erosion. Our interventions supporting cover crops and erosion control are therefore central measures in our programme.They are even the basis for entering certain other ÖPUL-interventions to improve the overall effectiveness.In addition to that, we are offering support for more targeted schemes in defined regions or for specific crops.Such as commitments on fertilizer use in some arable regions as part of the intervention for groundwater protection, an erosion control measure for potatoes or commitments for permanent greening on vulnerable areas that are prone to leeching or erosion. 
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Environmental performance in AT 
Key factors of success 

• CAP New delivery model 

» linking research/evaluation with education & practice 

• High participation & motivation 

» awareness raising & trained advisors 

• A holistic approach 

» combining interventions & strategies 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To complete, we believe that a successful Agri-Environmental Programme needs measures that result in real environmental benefits.However, we also consider the following two aspects as crucial: First – measures need to be understood by famers. Second – the requirements must be feasible. To accomplish that, our advisors need to be on board to bring across our interventions and assist farmers during the application and implementation process. And finally, for the design of our interventions, we put an emphasis on addressing several environmental topic at once. This means that generally, our interventions do not address only one environmental objective, but follow a more holistic approach. 
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Thank you for your attention! 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management 
Directorate-General II - Agriculture and Rural Development 
Agri-Environment, Mountain Farmers and Less-Favoured Areas, Organic Farming 

Miriam Augdoppler, MSc 

+43 1 71100 602920 
Stubenring 1, 1010 Vienna 
miriam.augdoppler@bml.gv.at 

Source: BML, II/3 
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